
IRELAND 2024

OVERARCHING AND CROSS-
CUTTING CHANGES

While Ireland is not automatically bound to participate 
in European Union (EU) proposals in the area of freedom, 
security and justice, in June 2024 it opted into seven of 
the legal acts agreed under the Pact on Migration and 
Asylum: the Reception Conditions Directive (2024/1346/
EU), Qualification Regulation (2024/1357/EU), Asylum 
Procedure Regulation (2024/1348/EU), Resettlement 
Regulation (2024/1350/EU), Asylum and Migration 
Management Regulation (2024/1351/EU), Eurodac 
Regulation (2024/1358/EU), and Crisis and Force Majeure 
Regulation (2024/1359/EU).

The Employment Permits Act 2024 represented the largest 
reform to employment permit legislation since 2006. It 
applies to all non-European Economic Area (EEA) nationals 
who seek to take up employment and residency in Ireland. 
The Act consolidated, updated and improved existing 
employment permit law and created a more agile system 
better able to respond flexibly and effectively to changing 
labour market needs. It revised the labour market needs 
test, the indexation of minimum annual remuneration 
thresholds, the role of employment agencies, and the 
provision of additional conditions for the granting of 
permits and created a seasonal employment permit. 
Holders of general employment permits, and critical skills 
employment permits may now apply to change employers 
after nine months of their first permit. 
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KEY POINTS
	� Ireland passed the Employment Permits Act 2024 and the Employment Permits Regulations 2024.

	� Changes were made to the income and accommodation supports offered to beneficiaries of temporary 
protection (BoTP) in Ireland.

	� Ireland developed a new local integration model and Local Authority Integration Teams began to operate. 

Main developments 
in migration and 
international 
protection, including 
latest statistics
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https://home-affairs.ec.europa.eu/news/ireland-will-participate-eu-pact-migration-and-asylum-2024-07-31_en
https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2024/act/17/enacted/en/print.html
https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2024/act/17/enacted/en/print.html
https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2024/si/444/made/en/
https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-the-taoiseach/press-releases/government-approves-changes-to-measures-for-those-fleeing-war-in-ukraine/#:~:text=Under%20the%20revised%20approach%2C%20newly,receive%20reduced%20social%20protection%20payments
https://www.oireachtas.ie/en/debates/question/2024-10-24/307/
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Eligible spouses and partners of general employment 
permit holders and intra-corporate transferee employment 
permit holders who have been granted family reunification 
will now be registered on a Stamp 1G instead of a Stamp 
3 permission, i.e. they can take up employment in Ireland 
without applying for a separate employment permit. 

The government approved the rollout of a single permit 
system for both residence and employment permissions 
over the next three years. Under the single permit 
scheme, an applicant would submit one application for an 
employment and immigration permission for simultaneous 
consideration by the Department of Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment and the Department of Justice. They would 
then receive a single decision.

LEGAL MIGRATION
The Employment Permits Regulations 2024 accompany 
the Employment Permits Act 2024 as secondary legislation 
setting out the process, criteria, rights and application fees 
for an Irish employment permit. Many operational details 
previously associated with the Act were moved to the 
Regulations to respond more effectively and flexibly to 
changing labour market needs.

The first stage of the roadmap for increasing the 
minimum annual remuneration (MAR) came into effect 
in January 2024. The Department of Enterprise, Trade 
and Employment initiated a review of the MAR roadmap 
in December 2024 and deferred subsequent increases 
pending the outcome. 

New general employment permit quotas were introduced 
for various roles in the agricultural sector and for sea 
fishers. There were quota extensions for roles in the auto-
mechanics sector.

INTERNATIONAL PROTECTION
On 27 March 2024, the Department of Children, Equality, 
Disability, Integration and Youth (DCEDIY) announced 
a new Comprehensive Accommodation Strategy for 
International Protection Applicants. It includes short-term 
measures such as the conversion of commercial properties 
into accommodation for applicants for international 
protection and developing prefabricated and other 
types of accommodation on state land. It also includes 
a longer-term model to move away from a reliance on 
private providers and instead scale-up capacity through 
a multi-strand approach of state-owned accommodation, 
commercial accommodation, and temporary commercial 
accommodation. The strategy foresees accommodating 
applicants for international protection in reception 
and integration centres (with access to an orientation 
programme and support) for at least six months, after 
which they will move into accommodation centres if they 
are still awaiting a decision. 

To maximise internal resources and address an increase 
in arrivals and pressure on available accommodation, 
the International Protection Accommodation Services 

temporarily suspended and later outsourced its 
Vulnerability Assessment Programme in March 2024. 
The programme was partly resumed for certain groups 
in November 2024, with assessments carried out by an 
external contractor. Due to the inability to accommodate 
all single men, a triaging process continued to ensure 
that the most vulnerable of those were prioritised for 
accommodation. IPAS planned to expand the service 
to include couples without children, single women 
and single men in early 2025. Throughout this period, 
support remained available for applicants for international 
protection in IPAS accommodation centres through a 
number of channels, including the IPAS website and online 
helpdesk.

The Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission (IHREC) 
took a case against the government in respect of its 
adherence to obligations towards newly arrived applicants 
for international protection who were not provided with 
accommodation between December 2023 and May 2024. 
IHREC is an independent public body accountable to the 
parliament, with the power to institute proceedings in its 
own name. This was IHREC’s first time to use this power 
since its establishment in 2014. In August 2024, the High 
Court ruled that the Irish state had failed in its duty to 
provide for the basic needs of applicants for international 
protection, breaching their right to dignity under the 
Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union. The 
state lodged an appeal in November 2024. 

In January 2024, the Health Information and Quality 
Authority (HIQA) assumed responsibility for monitoring 
and inspecting certain international protection 
accommodation service centres to ensure compliance 
with the national standards for accommodation offered 
to people in the protection process. HIQA’s role applies 
only to specific international protection accommodation 
centres contracted by the Department, with emergency 
accommodation centres subject to separate temporary 
contractual arrangements.

In 2024, the International Protection Office (IPO) began to 
prioritise and accelerate the processing of applicants for 
international protection from the countries of origin with 
the highest and second-highest number of applications in 
the previous three months. In 2024, these were Nigeria and 
Jordan. Algeria, Botswana, Brazil, Egypt, India, Malawi and 
Morocco were added to the designated safe country list. 
The IPO also temporarily paused the issuing of decisions 
on applications for international protection from Syria 
on 10 December 2024, reflecting the evolving political 
situation there. An amendment to the International 
Protection Act 2015 provided for the risk of serious harm 
to be reviewed when considering a transfer to a safe third 
country (section 72A).

In June 2024, the Department of Social Protection 
introduced an income assessment for the daily expenses 
allowance (DEA) for applicants for international protection. 
The DEA is a weekly social welfare payment for people 
who have applied for international protection in Ireland 
and who live in, or are on a waiting list for, state-provided 
accommodation.

https://www.irishimmigration.ie/registering-your-immigration-permission/information-on-registering/immigration-permission-stamps/
https://www.irishimmigration.ie/registering-your-immigration-permission/information-on-registering/immigration-permission-stamps/
https://www.irishimmigration.ie/registering-your-immigration-permission/information-on-registering/immigration-permission-stamps/
https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/db1e2-ministers-mcentee-and-burke-welcome-agreement-on-actions-to-increase-the-competitiveness-of-ireland-in-attracting-key-skills/
https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/db1e2-ministers-mcentee-and-burke-welcome-agreement-on-actions-to-increase-the-competitiveness-of-ireland-in-attracting-key-skills/
https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2024/si/444/made/en/
https://www.gov.ie/pdf/?file=https://assets.gov.ie/314362/4666060d-e9bc-4569-b1db-6e65e5a56a3d.pdf#page=null
https://enterprise.gov.ie/en/what-we-do/workplace-and-skills/employment-permits/latest-updates/
https://enterprise.gov.ie/en/news-and-events/department-news/2024/july/03072024.html
https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2024/si/598/made/en/print
https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2024/si/598/made/en/print
https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2024/si/598/made/en/print
Https://www.gov.ie/pdf/?file=https://assets.gov.ie/288978/3e46c1ca-39d9-41c5-974a-b5c14af16031.pdf#page=null
Https://www.gov.ie/pdf/?file=https://assets.gov.ie/288978/3e46c1ca-39d9-41c5-974a-b5c14af16031.pdf#page=null
https://www.oireachtas.ie/en/debates/question/2024-01-17/1414/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/58397-resident-welfare/
https://www.courts.ie/acc/alfresco/173c9396-0529-4a34-9281-fd4441e5c1e6/2024_IEHC_493.pdf/pdf#view=fitH
https://www.ihrec.ie/commission-to-fully-contest-states-appeal-of-high-court-ruling-on-rights-of-unaccommodated-international-protection-applicants/#:~:text=The%20State%20lodged%20its%20appeal,of%20accommodation%20by%20the%20State.
https://www.ihrec.ie/commission-to-fully-contest-states-appeal-of-high-court-ruling-on-rights-of-unaccommodated-international-protection-applicants/#:~:text=The%20State%20lodged%20its%20appeal,of%20accommodation%20by%20the%20State.
https://www.hiqa.ie/reports-and-publications/inspection-reports?term_node_tid_depth=203&field_ir_published_date_value=2&field_county_value=All&keys=
https://www.hiqa.ie/reports-and-publications/inspection-reports?term_node_tid_depth=203&field_ir_published_date_value=2&field_county_value=All&keys=
https://www.hiqa.ie/reports-and-publications/inspection-reports?term_node_tid_depth=203&field_ir_published_date_value=2&field_county_value=All&keys=
https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-justice/press-releases/minister-mcentee-announces-expansion-of-accelerated-processing-of-international-protection-applications/
https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-justice/press-releases/minister-mcentee-announces-expansion-of-accelerated-processing-of-international-protection-applications/
https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2024/si/32/made/en/print
https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/a72b5-minister-mcentee-secures-cabinet-approval-for-legislative-change-to-allow-resumption-of-returns-to-the-uk/
https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/a72b5-minister-mcentee-secures-cabinet-approval-for-legislative-change-to-allow-resumption-of-returns-to-the-uk/
https://www.gov.ie/en/service/ba5ad9-daily-expenses-allowance/
https://www.gov.ie/en/service/ba5ad9-daily-expenses-allowance/
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There were multiple moves towards digitalisation in 
2024. The programme to move to online applications for 
international protection was rolled out and, by the end of 
the year, all applicants for international protection (except 
unaccompanied minors) could register and complete the 
application digitally on an online customer portal. The IPO 
also began interviewing some international protection 
applicants remotely on a pilot basis. From February 2024, 
the process of applying for labour market access moved to 
the IPO, with a new online application process.

The Irish Red Cross became the national support 
organisation under the Community Sponsorship Ireland 
(CSI) programme. The national support organisation has 
primary responsibility for promoting and developing the 
programme, providing specialised training and support, 
and acting as the central contact point for potential 
community sponsorship groups.

TEMPORARY PROTECTION 
AND OTHER MEASURES IN 
RESPONSE TO RUSSIA’S WAR OF 
AGGRESSION AGAINST UKRAINE

In March 2024, changes were made to the income and 
accommodation supports offered to newly arriving 
Ukrainians in Ireland. BoTP who arrived in Ireland from 
14 March 2024 and sought state accommodation were 
provided with accommodation for a maximum of 90 days, 
during which time they were supported with information 
on finding independent accommodation. While in state 
accommodation, BoTP were provided with basic needs 
such as food, health assistance and information on 
entitlements. They also received reduced income support 
in the form of a BoTP weekly payment, and, where eligible, 
access to child benefit (a universal payment to parents or 
guardians of children under 16). This reduced rate was in 
line with the payment rates for applicants for international 
protection. If BoTP sourced their own accommodation 
or moved on from state accommodation, they became 
entitled to the full social welfare allowance, subject to 
standard eligibility requirements. Prior to March 2024, 
BoTP were entitled to the full social welfare allowance 
and, subject to eligibility requirements, were entitled to 
remain in state accommodation without a specified end 
date. From September 2024, this reduced rate was also 
introduced for BoTP who arrived in Ireland before 14 
March 2024 and were living in designated full-board state-
supported accommodation. 

UNACCOMPANIED MINORS AND 
OTHER VULNERABLE GROUPS

In 2024, the Irish Child and Family Agency (Tusla) published 
its 2024-2026 Corporate Plan. It states that Tusla will 
prioritise a new model of care for the services provided by 
the separated children seeking international protection 
(SCSIP) team. It also intends to increase the number 
of residential places for unaccompanied minors and 

separated children seeking international protection by 
100, with continuous evaluation of additional need. 

INTEGRATION AND 
INCLUSION OF MIGRANTS

A new local integration model was developed, with a 
new nationwide network of Local Authority Integration 
Teams. These teams support applicants for international 
protection, resettled and recognised refugees, and BoTP. 
Community Response Forums (stakeholder forums in local 
authority areas) were also realigned in February 2024. 
The new Community Integration Forums were given an 
expanded remit to support applicants for international 
protection, resettled and recognised refugees, and BoTP.

The Special Rapporteur for the National Action Plan 
Against Racism 2023-2027 (NAPAR) was appointed in July 
2024 to monitor progress towards the objectives of the 
NAPAR. In conjunction with the appointment of the Special 
Rapporteur, an Advisory Committee on Racism and Racial 
Equality was announced, tasked with monitoring and 
progressing implementation of the NAPAR.

The Criminal Justice (Hate Offences) Act 2024 came into 
force on 31 December 2024. It provides for increased 
prison sentences for crimes motivated by hatred or where 
hatred is demonstrated. This legislation covers crimes 
perpetrated against people targeted for certain identity 
characteristics: race, colour, nationality, religion, national or 
ethnic origin, descent, disability, gender, sex characteristics 
and sexual orientation. 

CITIZENSHIP AND 
STATELESSNESS

A new procedure under the Courts, Civil Law, Criminal Law 
and Superannuation (Misc. Provisions) Act 2024 provides 
that where the minister decides to revoke an individual’s 
citizenship, that individual can access a committee of 
inquiry for an independent decision. Previously, where 
an individual was informed of the minister’s intention to 
revoke their certificate of naturalisation, they had a right 
to request a committee of inquiry to examine the decision 
and report to the minister, who was not obliged to accept 
its findings.   

SCHENGEN GOVERNANCE 
AND OTHER DEVELOPMENTS 
IN BORDER MANAGEMENT 
AND VISA POLICIES

From March 2024, nationals of Dominica, Honduras and 
Vanuatu were required to obtain a visa before travelling 
to Ireland, under the Immigration Act 2004 (Visas) 
(Amendment) Order 2024. In addition, from 10 July 2024, 
holders of South African and Botswanan passports were 
required to obtain a visa before travelling to Ireland, as 

https://www.ipo.gov.ie/en/ipo/pages/whatsnew
https://www.ipo.gov.ie/en/ipo/pages/whatsnew
https://www.ipo.gov.ie/en/ipo/pages/whatsnew
https://www.oireachtas.ie/en/debates/question/2024-06-20/169/
https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/b5d86-government-approves-changes-to-measures-for-those-fleeing-war-in-ukraine/#:~:text=Under%20the%20revised%20approach%2C%20newly,receive%20reduced%20social%20protection%20payments
https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/b5d86-government-approves-changes-to-measures-for-those-fleeing-war-in-ukraine/#:~:text=Under%20the%20revised%20approach%2C%20newly,receive%20reduced%20social%20protection%20payments
https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/54291-changes-to-accommodation-for-people-fleeing-war-in-ukraine/
https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/54291-changes-to-accommodation-for-people-fleeing-war-in-ukraine/
https://www.tusla.ie/uploads/content/TUSLA_-_Corporate_Plan_2024.pdf
https://www.oireachtas.ie/en/debates/question/2024-10-24/307/
https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-children-disability-and-equality/publications/national-action-plan-against-racism/
https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-children-disability-and-equality/publications/national-action-plan-against-racism/
https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/7e5dd-minister-joe-obrien-announces-the-appointment-of-the-special-rapporteur-for-the-national-action-plan-against-racism/
https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/7e5dd-minister-joe-obrien-announces-the-appointment-of-the-special-rapporteur-for-the-national-action-plan-against-racism/
https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2024/act/41/enacted/en/html
https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2024/act/30/enacted/en/html
https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2024/act/30/enacted/en/html
https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2024/si/58/made/en/pdf
https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2024/si/58/made/en/pdf
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per the Immigration Act 2004 (Visas) (Amendment) (No. 
2) Order 2024. The requirement for a visa was lifted for 
diplomatic passport holders of Indonesia, Qatar, Kuwait, 
Montenegro, Moldova, Türkiye, Colombia, Peru and 
Georgia. The requirement for a visa was also lifted for 
holders of an official passport, service passport or public 
affairs passport when accompanying a minister of the 
government of the countries concerned on an official visit 
to the state, according to the Immigration Act 2004 (Visas) 
(Amendment) Order 2024. 

From June 2024, temporary measures allowing Ukrainian 
nationals to travel to Ireland without a valid biometric 
passport ceased to have effect.

IRREGULAR MIGRATION
From August 2024, the Minister for Justice increased 
penalties for carriers failing to ensure passengers have 
appropriate travel documentation. The Immigration Act 
2003 (Carrier Liability) Regulations 2024 updated the fine 
amounts for carriers alleged to be in breach of rules on 
offences under section 2 of the Immigration Act 2003. The 
fine amounts on summary convictions were amended in 
the Courts, Civil Law, Criminal Law and Superannuation 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2024 to a maximum of 
€ 5 000, from the previous maximum of € 3 000. 

The police service of the Republic of Ireland (An Garda 
Síochána) and the Police Service of Northern Ireland 
launched the Cross-Border Policing Strategy 2025-2027. 
Joint operations and ongoing cooperation between the 

two forces continued their support on immigration matters 
to protect the common travel area between Ireland and 
Northern Ireland. This cooperation also protects vulnerable 
people who may be subject to exploitation. 

The Department of Justice launched a procurement 
process for charter flights to enable the deportation and 
removal of individuals without permission to remain in 
Ireland. A contract was awarded to the selected service 
provider in November 2024.  

TRAFFICKING IN HUMAN BEINGS 
The Criminal Law (Sexual Offences and Human Trafficking) 
Act 2024 entered into force on 31 August 2024, 
strengthening the law on sexual offences and improving 
protections for victims of sexual offences. The legislation 
also puts the new national referral mechanism (NRM) 
for victims of human trafficking on a statutory footing. 
Preparations to operationalise the revised NRM, including 
development of comprehensive operational guidelines, 
progressed in 2024.

RETURN AND READMISSION
No significant developments in 2024.

MIGRATION AND DEVELOPMENT
No significant developments in 2024.

STATISTICAL ANNEX
The statistical annex available on the next pages 
complements the Country Factsheet and provides an 
overview of the latest available statistics for Ireland on 
aspects of migration and international protection. It was 
prepared by Eurostat and it is organised in ten thematic 
sections, including legal residence, temporary protection, 
asylum, unaccompanied minors, integration, irregular 
migration, return and visas. The dashboard-like layout of 
the annex allows comparability across countries as well as 
simultaneous visualisation of different indicators. 

The data presented in the annex regard third-country 
nationals, which means persons who are not EU citizens, 
including stateless persons. The data mostly cover the 
period from 2021 to 2024. Since 2024 data were not 
available at the time of publication for certain datasets, in 
these cases the period 2021-2023 is covered. Exceptionally, 

the monthly data on temporary protection covers the 
period until March 2025. The data were extracted between 
6 to 10 June 2025. The manuscript was completed in June 
2025. The Eurostat website is constantly being updated. 
Therefore, it is likely that fresher data will have become 
available since the data was extracted for the production 
of this publication. An online data code available under 
each figure can be used to directly access the most recent 
data on Eurostat’s website.

For some indicators, data are rounded at the source. Due to 
this, in some cases, the sum of percentages or of individual 
values might not add up to 100 or to the total value. 

A ‘How to read the statistical annex’ guide, describing each 
individual chart and providing links to the data sources, is 
available here.

https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2024/si/335/made/en/print
https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2024/si/335/made/en/print
https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2024/si/58/made/en/pdf
https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2024/si/58/made/en/pdf
https://www.irishimmigration.ie/important-information-for-ukrainian-nationals/
https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/dfaa9-minister-mcentee-increases-penalties-for-carriers-who-fail-to-ensure-passengers-have-appropriate-travel-documentation/#:~:text=o%20The%20Immigration%20Act%202003,S%C3%ADoch%C3%A1na%20when%20issuing%20such%20fines.&text=The%20effect%20of%20these%20changes,previous%20maximum%20of%20%E2%82%AC3%2C000
https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/dfaa9-minister-mcentee-increases-penalties-for-carriers-who-fail-to-ensure-passengers-have-appropriate-travel-documentation/#:~:text=o%20The%20Immigration%20Act%202003,S%C3%ADoch%C3%A1na%20when%20issuing%20such%20fines.&text=The%20effect%20of%20these%20changes,previous%20maximum%20of%20%E2%82%AC3%2C000
https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2024/act/30/enacted/en/html
https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2024/act/30/enacted/en/html
https://www.garda.ie/en/about-us/our-departments/office-of-corporate-communications/press-releases/2024/december/cross-border-policing-strategy-2025-2027.html
https://www.etenders.gov.ie/epps/cft/prepareViewCfTWS.do?resourceId=3795679
https://www.etenders.gov.ie/epps/cft/prepareViewCfTWS.do?resourceId=3795679
https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2024/act/28/enacted/en/html
https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2024/act/28/enacted/en/html
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/main/data/database


5EMN Country Factsheet: IRELAND

2021 6.9 (34 935)

2022 16.6 (85 793)

2023 16.8 (88 595)

2021 6.2% (315 711)

2022 6.3% (323 540)

2023 7.8% (411 544)

2024 8.6% (460 707)

LEGAL MIGRATION AND MOBILITY
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Third-country nationals, 1 January 2021–2024
Share of the total population in % (and the absolute number)

Source: Eurostat (migr_pop1ctz)

Age structure of nationals and third-country nationals, 1 January 2024
%

 Blue: male      Green: female
Solid colour: third-country nationals

Bordered: nationalsNote: stateless persons are not included in the calculations.
Source: Eurostat (demo_poppcctz)

First residence permits issued to third-country nationals, 2021–2023  
Number per 1 000 people (and the absolute number)

Source: Eurostat (migr_resfirst, demo_gind and migr_respop)

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/470662f5-f812-4170-99f0-59ca3f383beb?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/82515db2-13af-492b-904d-b3e9b620e46a?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/e14e32d4-5154-4ac9-965d-c9a03d70076a?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/9eba51a6-ace2-4876-a9a0-b75cbc00c0eb?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/ba877c80-744b-477d-82a5-68027661268e?lang=en


6EMN Country Factsheet: IRELAND

2021
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2023
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India 10 703 (30.6%)

Brazil 3 114 (8.9%)

China* 2 409 (6.9%)

India 18 436 (21.5%)

Brazil 17 531 (20.4%)

China* 4 950 (5.8%)

India 21 844 (24.7%)

Brazil 13 241 (14.9%)

China* 6 632 (7.5%)

All permits,  
by reason
100%

90%

80%

70%
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Work  27.0%

Family 5.0%

Education 45.0%

Other 23.0% 

Work reason,  
by type
100%
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Highly skilled 
workers 40.0%

Researchers 1.4%

EU Blue card 0.0%

Other work reasons 
(including seasonal 

workers) 58.6%

Other reason,  
by detailed reason
100%
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0

Refugee and subsidiary 
protection status 11.3%

Humanitarian status 11.8%

Residence only 13.9%

Other (not specified)* 
62.9%

Top 3 countries whose citizens received first residence permits, 2021–2023
Absolute number (and the share in total number)

* Including Hong Kong.
Source: Eurostat (migr_resfirst)

First residence permits issued, distribution by reason or type, 2023

* The list of categories covered may differ from country to country.
Source: Eurostat (migr_resfirst, migr_resfpc, migr_resocc and migr_resoth)

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/03b21348-e277-4653-8402-b5ab195e2c2d?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/5238baec-f172-4e4e-9774-23ad8a0652a4?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/ff8293d5-de8a-4dce-9274-377d625aa653?lang=en

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/0cd14d74-46e5-4e2f-a475-5eaf04c60652?lang=en

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/2a092e1d-67e0-435d-98cb-647903c82235?lang=en
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Nigeria 450 (17.2%)

Somalia 335 (12.8%)

Georgia 330 (12.6%)

Georgia 2 705 (19.8%)

Algeria 1 765 (12.9%)

Somalia 1 570 (11.5%)

Nigeria 2 080 (15.7%)

Algeria 1 455 (11.0%)

Afghanistan 1 105 (8.4%)

Nigeria 4 015 (21.8%)

Jordan 2 860 (15.5%)

Pakistan 1 385 (7.5%)

Total asylum applicants 2 650 (0.5)

First-time asylum applicants 2 615 (0.5)

Subsequent applicants 40 (0.01)

Total asylum applicants 13 660 (2.7)

First-time asylum applicants 13 645 (2.6)

Subsequent applicants 10 (0.002)

Total asylum applicants 13 275 (2.5)

First-time asylum applicants 13 220 (2.5)

Subsequent applicants 50 (0.01)

Total asylum applicants 18 565 (3.5)

First-time asylum applicants 18 435 (3.4)

Subsequent applicants 125 (0.02)

INTERNATIONAL PROTECTION INCLUDING ASYLUM
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Asylum applicants by type of application, 2021–2024 
Absolute number (and the number per 1 000 people)

Source: Eurostat (migr_asyappctza, demo_gind and migr_asyapp1mp)

Top 3 countries of citizenship – first-time asylum applicants, 2021–2024  
Absolute number (and the share in total number of first-time applicants)

Source: Eurostat (migr_asyappctza)

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/89fb42c1-7b7f-41cf-9d24-2d3c57e5699c?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/view/demo_gind__custom_17165403/bookmark/table?lang=en&bookmarkId=9eba51a6-ace2-4876-a9a0-b75cbc00c0eb
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/57720f22-82a8-43cd-9df9-cba397c14c6c?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/6f908e8f-fcd6-46e0-8c1b-0e98e083b978?lang=en


8EMN Country Factsheet: IRELAND

0 1 
00

0

2 
00

0

3 
00

0

4 
00

0

5 
00

0

6 
00

0

2021
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2024

Year Refugee status 
number (share of total)

Subsidiary protection status 
number (share of total)

Humanitarian status 
number (share of total)

Rejected number  
(share of total)

2021 800 (51.8%) 70 (4.4%) 590 (38.3%) 85 (5.4%)

2022 1 440 (32.2%) 70 (1.5%) 2 085 (46.6%) 880 (19.7%)

2023 2 460 (64.0%) 210 (5.5%) 530 (13.8%) 645 (16.7%)

2024 3 210 (62.4%) 285 (5.5%) 300 (5.8%) 1 350 (26.2%)

 Refugee status       Subsidiary protection status      Humanitarian status      Rejected

First instance asylum decisions by outcome, 2021-2024

Source: Eurostat (migr_asydcfsta and migr_asydec1pc)

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/6df769a1-4504-430f-9287-48856f03d805?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/ae5a9f12-88e7-4d2c-9a7f-14ea02d8ef97?lang=en
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2024

Somalia 935 (24.7%; 95.4%)

Afghanistan 725 (19.1%; 86.8%)

Nigeria 300 (7.9%; 84.5%)
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Resettled third-country nationals by sex, 2021–2024 
Absolute number (and the share of the total)

Source: Eurostat (migr_asyresa)

Top 3 countries of citizenship granted positive asylum decisions at first instance 
by outcome, 2024  
Absolute number (and the share in total positive decisions; and the recognition rate)

Source: Eurostat (migr_asydcfsta)

2021

2022

2023

2024

Males 245 (52.7%) Females 220 (47.3%)

Males 190 (52.1%) Females 175 (47.9%)

Males 
70 (53.8%)

Females 
60 (46.2%)

Males 105 (52.5%) Females 95 (47.5%)
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https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/53393503-47bd-4ad5-bc56-53a10aeb1f93?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/1bb0451b-2ca8-4b04-bec5-adc68dc2ab94?lang=en
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TEMPORARY PROTECTION

Children 
33 415 (29.9%)

Women 
51 195 (45.8%)

Men 
27 155 (24.3%)
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2021 2022 2023 2024

Year Refugee status Subsidiary protection status Humanitarian status Resettled persons

2021 1 100 105 1 190 470

2022 1 925 100 2 935 365

2023 2 875 235 1 020 130

2024 3 900 330 490 200

 Refugee status       Subsidiary protection status      Humanitarian status      Resettled persons

Beneficiaries of temporary protection by age and sex at the end of March 2025 
Absolute number (and the share of the total)

Source: Eurostat (migr_asytpsm)

Number of positive decisions for third-country nationals, by outcome, 2021–2024

Source: Eurostat (migr_asydcfsta, migr_asydcfina and migr_asyresa)

6 000

5 000

4 000

3 000

2 000

1 000

0

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/0d6e01ec-2191-48c7-9acc-aef6373c9bc4?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/6df769a1-4504-430f-9287-48856f03d805?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/a60634db-8d3a-4801-836a-2829c263ae34?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/7e542e03-347f-445b-824f-b42cbb10e29d?lang=en
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2022

2023

2024

2025

March 13 170

April 12 135

May 7 975

June 6 925

July 5 730

August 3 995

September 4 860

October 6 060

November 4 130

December 4 585
January 2 660

February 3 085

March 3 210

April 1 895

May 2 735

June 3 105

July 3 395

August 2 225

September 2 965

October 3 345

November 2 230

December 2 185
January 1 455

February 735

March 955

April 660

May 820

June 850

July 975

August 680

September 790

October 920

November 760

December 900
January 705

February 765

March 580

Number of decisions providing temporary protection to people displaced from Ukraine 
due to Russia’s invasion, March 2022–March 2025 

Source: Eurostat (migr_asytpfm)
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https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/69f5b7f1-a53b-46d8-a8ec-2b3a9bc3cf5e?lang=en
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Source: Eurostat (migr_asytpfm)

Decisions providing temporary protection to people displaced from Ukraine due to Russia’s 
invasion by main population groups, March 2022-March 2025

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/4a8126a5-7f5d-4e0d-a8a6-6c9edcee4b25?lang=en
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UNACCOMPANIED MINORS
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55 (0.2%)

30 (0.1%)

150 (0.3%)

235 (0.6%)

Share of all first-time asylum applicants

2021

2022

2023

2024

2.1%

0.2%

1.1%

1.3%

Share of all first-time asylum applicants aged less than 18 years

2021

2022

2023

2024

8.3%

1.2%

5.2%

4.5%

0 0.
5%

1.
0%

1.
5%

2.
0%

2.
5%

0 1% 2% 3% 4% 5% 6% 7% 8% 9%

Note: The total number of unaccompanied minors in the EU used to calculate the share includes estimated 2024 data for Poland.
Source: Eurostat (migr_asyumacta and migr_asyappctza)

Unaccompanied minors applying for asylum, 2021–2024 

Number of first-time asylum applicants (and the share in total number of unaccompanied 
minors in the EU)

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/view/migr_asyumacta__custom_17008081/bookmark/table?lang=en&bookmarkId=3753a162-678b-467a-8c04-8bb8196889a7
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/9242ea0d-f2bf-474a-98d6-a73fdce28904?lang=en
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 Refugee status       Subsidiary protection status      Humanitarian status      Rejected

Year Refugee status 
number (share of total)

Subsidiary protection status 
number (share of total)

Humanitarian status 
number (share of total)

Rejected number 
(share of total)

2021 25 (100%) 0 (0.0%) 0 (0.0%) 0 (0.0%)

2022 50 (100%) 0 (0.0%) 0 (0.0%) 0 (0.0%)

2023 50 (100%) 0 (0.0%) 0 (0.0%) 0 (0.0%)

2024 110 (95.7%) 0 (0.0%) 5 (4.3%) 0 (0.0%)

First instance asylum decisions on applications lodged by unaccompanied minors by outcome, 
2021-2024  
Absolute number (and the share of the total)

Source: Eurostat (migr_asyumdcfa)

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/14d04296-9eba-4aa4-8984-8bd62970ff15?lang=en
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INTEGRATION

Integration indicators, 2024  

Education

Share of tertiary educated 
(levels 5-8), persons aged 25-34 
years

Participation rate in education 
and training (previous 4 weeks), 
persons aged 25-64 years

Share of early leavers from 
education and training, persons 
aged 18-24 years

Third-country nationals 82.4%
Nationals 60.2%

Third-country nationals 20.9%
Nationals 13.6%

Third-country nationals n/a
Nationals 3.0%

Labour market, persons aged 20-64 years

Employment rate

Over-qualification rate

Unemployment rate

Third-country nationals 77.4%
Nationals 79.5%

Third-country nationals 32.0%
Nationals 25.2%

Third-country nationals 6.3%
Nationals 3.5%

Social inclusion

Share of persons at risk of 
poverty and social exclusion, 
persons aged  >= 18 years

Share of persons living in a 
household with a very low work 
intensity, persons aged 18-64 years

Share of persons  in severe 
material and social deprivation, 
persons aged  >= 18 years

Third-country nationals 17.6%
Nationals 15.3%

Third-country nationals 3.8%
Nationals 7.6%

Third-country nationals 5.3%
Nationals 3.4%

Housing, persons aged  >= 18 years

Home ownership rate

Overcrowding rate

Third-country nationals 35.9%
Nationals 76.7%

Third-country nationals 4.4%
Nationals 3.1%

Health, persons aged  >= 16 years

Share of persons who perceive 
their health as very good or 
good

Self-reported unmet needs for 
medical care

Third-country nationals 83.9%
Nationals 79.0%

Third-country nationals 3.0%
Nationals 3.4%
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Source: Eurostat (edat_lfs_9911, trng_lfs_12, edat_lfse_01, lfsa_ergan, lfsa_eoqgan, lfsa_urgan, ilc_peps05n, ilc_lvhl15n, ilc_mdsd15, ilc_lvps15, ilc_lvho15, hlth_silc_24 and hlth_silc_30)

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/f05e08d0-8e3f-4199-940c-8b71de553518?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/06231f8f-7211-40f2-b835-09f633566889?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/b0e584aa-21b6-4b5a-bb6d-db0e483610ee?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/cb454b1e-855a-4d27-8874-d30edf837fc8?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/5de31f24-732a-4d0a-8703-8eeddecb91ef?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/1f5439bb-b579-4211-af18-25c98e56680d?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/fb592253-2b52-4a8f-a2d7-86006edc1991?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/a692e912-4fe0-498a-a6b7-7128f679ff08?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/0b56223c-a909-4a95-a74a-022be0495c99?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/cb54a355-779e-42d1-b974-20c710833fdc?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/73b038b5-f02b-4dfa-b0c4-8c3ab12cebef?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/a9ce51d0-8c67-4f8d-a9d7-b47b730bc756?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/dfb44abd-e83b-4f2a-bd5d-3a8ed083efa2?lang=en
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CITIZENSHIP AND STATELESSNESS
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7 375 (2.3%)

10 770 (3.3%)

14 825 (3.6%)

2021

2022

2023

2024

Unknown 0 (0.0)Stateless 620 (0.1)

Unknown 0 (0.0)Stateless 661 (0.1)

Unknown 0 (0.0)Stateless 759 (0.1)

Unknown 0 (0.0)Stateless 821 (0.1)

United Kingdom 1 186 (16.1%)

India 746 (10.1%)

Nigeria 743 (10.1%)

United Kingdom 1 257 (11.7%)

India 1 176 (10.9%)

Pakistan 1 068 (9.9%)

India 2 503 (16.9%)

Nigeria 1 173 (7.9%)

Pakistan 1 068 (7.2%)
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Third-country nationals who acquired citizenship, 2021–2023 
Absolute number (and share of total third-country nationals in the country)

Source: Eurostat (migr_acq and migr_pop1ctz)

Top 3 countries of non-EU citizens acquiring citizenship, 2021-2023 
Absolute number (and the share of all acquisitions by third-country nationals)

Source: Eurostat (migr_acq)

Stateless persons and persons with unknown citizenship, 2021–2024 
Absolute number (and the number per 1 000 people)

Source: Eurostat (migr_pop1ctz)

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/1b9b3634-fa3e-4650-b5b6-eeb2b47679c4?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/772d2ef6-67fe-4ec3-a126-8b218e404cee?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/d05343fd-4477-4f8c-817c-5355d8e01875?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/4c5057a5-7723-4b70-96c0-504949a2ab5b?lang=en&createdAt=2025-10-02T11:37:10Z
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BORDERS, SCHENGEN AND VISAS

Schengen uniform short-stay visas issued, 2021–2024
Absolute number (and the share of all uniform short-stay visas issued within the Schengen Area)

Note: Ireland was not part of the Schengen Area. Uniform short-stay visas (C visas) entitle the holder to stay in the territories of all Schengen States for up to 90 days within a 
180-day period. Such visas may be issued for the purpose of a single entry or multiple entries.
Source: Directorate-General for Migration and Home Affairs

Top 3 consulate countries where the most Schengen uniform short-stay visas were issued, 
2021–2024
Number of uniform short-stay visas issued (and the share of all uniform short-stay visas issued in 
consulate countries)

Note: the consulate country might not be the same as the country of citizenship of the visa applicant.
Source: Directorate-General for Migration and Home Affairs

Not available

Not available

https://home-affairs.ec.europa.eu/policies/schengen-borders-and-visa/visa-policy/short-stay-visas-issued-schengen-countries_en
https://home-affairs.ec.europa.eu/policies/schengen-borders-and-visa/visa-policy/short-stay-visas-issued-schengen-countries_en
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IRREGULAR MIGRATION

Persons refused entry

2021

2022

2023

2024

3 725 (0.7)

9 240 (1.8)

7 405 (1.4)

6 895 (1.3)

Persons found to be illegally present

2021

2022

2023

2024

545 (0.1)

1 240 (0.2)

1 485 (0.3)

3 265 (0.6)

Persons ordered to leave

2021

2022

2023

2024

160 (0.03)

630 (0.1)

1 065 (0.2)

3 275 (0.6)

Persons returned to a third country

2021

2022

2023

2024

160 (0.03)

190 (0.04)

285 (0.1)

1 055 (0.2)
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Third-country nationals subject to immigration law enforcement,  2021–2024 
Absolute number (and the number per 1 000 people)

Source: Eurostat (migr_eirfs, migr_eipre, migr_eiord, migr_eirtn, migr_eilpop and demo_gind)

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/50adcb87-816b-46fb-96bc-c51f6b037b3b?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/d727fdae-2f76-41ef-acca-d6a32102ee9a?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/b817c62a-5895-4ff9-b838-bddbaca70ebe?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/554d5a96-2ac5-438e-a94b-a69d194ad3e6?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/3a64664d-95c8-4dae-8c0c-ade40b0d8dbe?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/ef2b0955-5ced-438a-8416-c777aeb537bb?lang=en


19EMN Country Factsheet: IRELAND

Persons refused entry

Albania

Brazil

Somalia

1 010 (14.6%)

605 (8.8%)

495 (7.2%)

Persons found to be illegally present

Georgia

Pakistan

Algeria

795 (24.3%)

385 (11.8%)

285 (8.7%)

Persons ordered to leave

Georgia

Brazil

Algeria

920 (28.1%)

340 (10.4%)

295 (9.0%)

Persons returned to a third country

Georgia

Jordan

Brazil

210 (19.9%)

160 (15.2%)

155 (14.7%)

Source: Eurostat (migr_eirfs, migr_eipre, migr_eiord and migr_eirtn)
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Top 3 countries of citizenship of third-country nationals subject to immigration law 
enforcement, 2024 
Absolute number (and the share in the respective total)

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/7f1eabeb-5c4a-44a6-b24d-623a547419d8?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/e106ee81-b98c-409f-9c18-706c42557da0?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/ffa33c93-3493-4c6d-9f82-2699632acbdd?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/315acc72-8564-4205-9beb-d8fd7ac3c0fc?lang=en
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TRAFFICKING IN HUMAN BEINGS
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2021

2022

2022

2023

2023

34

None

30

None

42

None

Number of first residence permits issued to victims of trafficking in human beings, 2021–2023

Number of third-country nationals victims of trafficking in human beings, 2021-2023	

Source: Eurostat (crim_thb_vctz)

Number of first residence permits issued to victims of trafficking in human beings, 2021–2023

Source: Eurostat (migr_resoth)

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/f25d7296-49bf-4b3b-9fab-1f246eea804b?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/950135dc-3813-43de-9709-2f6085d53b98?lang=en
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RETURN AND READMISSION

2021

2022

2023

2024

Voluntary return 145 (93.5%)
Enforced return 10 (6.5%)

Voluntary return 165 (86.8%)
Enforced return 25 (13.2%)

Voluntary return 
235 (81.0%)

Enforced return 
55 (19.0%)

Voluntary return 910 (87.1%) Enforced return 
135 (12.9%)
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2021

2022

2023

2024

Assisted return 70 (45.2%)
Non-assisted return 85 (54.8%)

Assisted return 75 (39.5%)
Non-assisted return 115 (60.5%)

Assisted return 195 (67.2%)
Non-assisted return 95 (32.8%)

Non-assisted return 
375 (35.9%)Assisted return 670 (64.1%)
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Third-country nationals who left the territory, by type of return, 2021–2024 
Absolute number (and the share of the total)

Source: Eurostat (migr_eirtn1)

Third-country nationals who left the territory, by type of assistance received, 2021–2024 
Absolute number (and the share of the total)

Source: Eurostat (migr_eirtn1)

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/4494b77a-d81c-4687-95c7-b32f359bf0a5?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/4494b77a-d81c-4687-95c7-b32f359bf0a5?lang=en
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