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MAIN DIRECTIONS OF WORK
AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS

The action plan for the Strategy for the Demographic, Migration, and
Integration Policy for 2018—2030 has been approved. One of the
objectives is to reduce emigration and increase return migration.

Coordinators have been appointed in municipalities to facilitate the
integration of Lithuanian nationals returning from abroad.

The “I Choose Lithuania” Migration Information Centre provided more than 2,000
consultations to returning Lithuanians, which is twice as many as in 2017. The
www.renkuosilietuva.lt website had 150,573 visitors. Demand for other services
(Lithuanian language, psychological counselling) has also increased.




IMMIGRATION AND INTEGRATION
OF FOREIGN NATIONALS
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These workers are admitted under the facilitated procedure.

MAIN DIRECTIONS OF WORK
AND ACCOMPLISHMENT

Conditions for foreign students and researchers have improved (after
graduation, students can stay for another 12 months and look for a job in
Lithuania, doctoral students can immediately come with family members).

Excess requirements have been reduced for foreigners (invitations no longer
have to be approved) and for workers coming from non-EU countries (when
employing a foreign national, employers no longer need to register the
employment contract with the Employment Service, and incoming foreigners are
allowed to change their employer without changing a residence permit).

The procedure for compiling the Company Whitelist has been regulated, which
makes it much simpler for non-EU workers to come to these companies.

As of 2019, citizens of EU countries residing in Lithuania will receive a
new type of certificate which will include their biometric data.

The Action Plan for 2018—2020 on the Integration of Foreigners into
Society, which provides 34 measures, has been approved.




3. ASYLUM
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DECISIONS ON ASYLUM:
MAIN CITIZENSHIPS, 2018
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MAIN DIRECTIONS OF WORK
AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Asylum seekers can also be accommodated in places other than the Foreigner
Registration Centre (31 asylum seekers were accommodated by non-governmental
organisations, and 150 were accommodated at the Refugee Reception Centre).

A new building has been set up at the Foreigner Registration
Centre for people with special needs.




FIGHT AGAINST
IRREGULAR MIGRATION
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RETURN AND EXPULSION
OF FOREIGN NATIONALS
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MAIN DIRECTIONS OF WORK
AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS

A readmission protocol was signed between Lithuania and
Ukraine (under the EU-Ukraine agreement).

A readmission agreement was agreed between Lithuania and Vietnam.

Stricter conditions were introduced for foreigners posted to Lithuania: the
obligation to obtain a work permit was restored; they can no longer be employed
by temporary employment agencies and/or transferred to other companies.

Criteria and risk factors have been defined to assess the threat of illegal migration.




INTERNATIONAL
COOPERATION

MAIN DIRECTIONS OF WORK
AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS

In 2019, Lithuania takes over the Presidency of the Prague Process.

The Ministerial Forum for Member States of the Schengen Area with
External Land Borders was held in Vilnius on 17-18 May 2018 to establish
common standards for the surveillance of the external EU border.

A cooperation agreement was signed between Lithuania and Ukraine on employment
and cooperation in the field of labour migration. The purpose of this agreement is
to improve the protection of workers and combat illegal work and exploitation.

INSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORK

MAIN DIRECTIONS OF WORK
AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS

The Government Migration Commission was established, consisting of the
Ministers of the Interior, Foreign Affairs, Social Security and Labour, and Economy
and Innovation. The Commission helps make decisions on the management

of migration processes and coordinates inter-institutional cooperation.

The system for the management of migration processes is being reformed. Once the
reform is complete, two institutions will be responsible for the organisation and control of
the migration process: the Migration Department and the State Border Guard Service.

Transfer of migration processes to the digital space and development of the MIGRIS
system are nearing completion. The first e-services will begin to be offered in 2019.
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