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The European Migration Network (EMN) is an initiative of the European 

Commission responsible for collecting, exchanging and analysing data 

DQG LQIRUPDWLRQ LQ WKH ¿HOG RI DV\OXP DQG PLJUDWLRQ DPRQJ WKH �� (8 
Member States (Denmark is not involved in EMN activities) and Norway.

The objective of the European Migration Network is to meet the information 

needs of Community institutions and of Member States’ authorities and 

organisations as well as of the general public on migration and asylum by 

collecting, exchanging and analysing objective, reliable and comparable 

information on asylum and migration to support policymaking of the 

(XURSHDQ 8QLRQ LQ WKH ¿HOGV RI DV\OXP DQG PLJUDWLRQ�

The benefit of the European Migration Network lies mainly in the 

RSSRUWXQLW\ WR VHFXUH DQG FRPSDUH FRPSUHKHQVLYH ¿QGLQJV DERXW WKH 
VLWXDWLRQ� GHYHORSPHQW DQG SUDFWLFH LQ WKH ¿HOGV RI DV\OXP DQG PLJUDWLRQ 
LQ WKH �� (8 MHPEHU SWDWHV DQG NRUZD\� TKH (MN DOVR VHUYHV DV D 
platform for obtaining information not only from the state institutions, 

but it also allows for involving other players from the spheres of science 

and research and the non-governmental sector.

The Department for Asylum and Migration Policy of the Ministry of the 

Interior has been the national EMN Contact Point in the Czech Republic 

VLQFH ����� YRX FDQ ¿QG PRUH LQIRUPDWLRQ RQ (MN DFWLYLWLHV LQ WKH &]HFK 
Republic at www.emncz.eu.
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LIST O) ABBR(VIATIONS

AC Accommodation Centre

AIS Alien Information System  

ANACEN Analytic Centre for Border Protection and Migration

ANO ANO ���� �&]HFK DEEUHYLDWLRQ�
APD Alien Police Department

API Alien Police Inspectorate

CR Czech Republic

ČSSD	 Czech Social Democratic Party (Czech abbreviation)

DAMP Department for Asylum and Migration Policy 

 (Ministry of the Interior of the CR)

DAPS Directorate of the Alien Police Service

DCAF TKH GHQHYD &HQWUH IRU WKH 'HPRFUDWLF &RQWURO 
 of Armed Forces

EASO (XURSHDQ AV\OXP SXSSRUW OI¿FH
ECRIS-TCN European Criminal Records Information System

EES Entry/Exit System

EMN European Migration Network

EMPACT European Multidisciplinary Platform against 

 Criminal Threats 
EMSC European Migrant Smuggling Centre

ESIF European Structural and Investment Funds

ETIAS European Travel Information and Authorisation System 

EU (XURSHDQ 8QLRQ
eu-LISA European Agency for the Operational Management 

 of Large-Scale IT Systems in the Area of Freedom, 

 Security and Justice 
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LIST O) ABBR(VIATIONS

FN 8QLYHUVLW\ KRVSLWDO �&]HFK DEEUHYLDWLRQ�
FRONTEX (XURSHDQ BRUGHU DQG &RDVW GXDUG AJHQF\
GAMM GOREDO ASSURDFK WR MLJUDWLRQ DQG MRELOLW\
GPIS GHQHUDO PURYLGHU RI IQWHJUDWLRQ SHUYLFHV
IA International airport

IAC Integration Asylum Centre

ICMPD International Centre for Migration Policy Development 

IOM International Organization for Migration 
JITs Joint Investigation Teams

MEDEVAC PURJUDPPH RI +XPDQLWDULDQ (YDFXDWLRQV RI IQKDELWDQWV 
 ZLWK +HDOWK IVVXHV �MHGLFDO (YDFXDWLRQ�  
MfRD Ministry for Regional Development 
MOBILAZE Mobility Partnership with Azerbaijan

MoC Ministry of Culture

MoEYS MLQLVWU\ RI (GXFDWLRQ� YRXWK DQG SSRUWV
MoF Ministry of Finance

MoFA Ministry of Foreign Affairs

MoH MLQLVWU\ RI +HDOWK 
MoI Ministry of the Interior 
MoIT Ministry of Industry and Trade 
MoJ Ministry of Justice 
MoLSA Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs

MSCA Marie Sklodowska-Curie Actions 
NCUCOC NDWLRQDO &HQWUDO 8QLW IRU &RPEDWLQJ OUJDQLVHG &ULPH 
NGO NRQ�JRYHUQPHQWDO QRQ�SUR¿W RUJDQLVDWLRQ
OPU Organization for Aid to Refugees (Czech abbreviation)

OSCE Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe

OSPOD Social-legal Child Protection Authority 

 (Czech abbreviation)

PCR Police of the Czech Republic

RC Reception Centre

RDE OP Research, Development and Education Operational 

 Programme 
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RDP Regional Directorate of the Police 
SF Salzburg Forum

SIP State Integration Programme

SIS Schengen Information System

SUZ Refugee Facilities Administration of the Ministry 

 of the Interior (Czech abbreviation)

UAM 8QDFFRPSDQLHG PLQRU
UN 8QLWHG NDWLRQV
UNHCR 8QLWHG NDWLRQV +LJK &RPPLVVLRQHU IRU RHIXJHHV
ÚP	ČR	 Employment Agency of the Czech Republic 

 (Czech abbreviation)

V4 VLVHJUDG GURXS
VIS VLVD IQIRUPDWLRQ S\VWHP
ZDC Facility for Children-foreigners (Czech abbreviation)

ZÚ Embassy (Czech abbreviation)

ZZC Facility for Detention of Foreign Nationals 

 (Czech abbreviation)
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TKH ���� (XURSHDQ MLJUDWLRQ NHWZRUN �(MN� AQQXDO RHSRUW RQ AV\OXP 
and Migration Policy provides a summary of the developments and most 

LPSRUWDQW FKDQJHV LQ WKH ¿HOGV RI PLJUDWLRQ� DV\OXP DQG LQWHJUDWLRQ 
GXULQJ WKH \HDU �����

Migration Policy Strategy of the Czech Republic

In making its migration policy, the Czech Republic continues to apply the 

principles of migration policy, which were formulated in the Migration 
Policy Strategy of the Czech Republic �DGRSWHG RQ �� JXO\ ���� 
LQ RHVROXWLRQ RI WKH GRYHUQPHQW RI WKH &]HFK RHSXEOLF NR� ����� TKLV 
GRFXPHQW GH¿QHV WKH NH\ SULQFLSOHV RI WKH &]HFK RHSXEOLF¶V PLJUDWLRQ 
SROLF\� VHWV WKH JRDOV LQ WKH JLYHQ ¿HOG RQ ERWK WKH QDWLRQDO OHYHO DQG WKH 
(8 OHYHO DQG VWDWHV VSHFL¿F LQVWUXPHQWV VHUYLQJ WR DFKLHYH WKHVH JRDOV�

The Migration Policy Strategy covers the full scope of migration-related 

LVVXHV� IW LV GLYLGHG LQWR � WKHPH�VSHFL¿F PRGXOHV FRUUHVSRQGLQJ WR WKH 
individual fundamental principles. Besides the national security, which is 

the cross-cutting element of the Strategy, there are the following theme-

VSHFL¿F DUHDV� ��� WKH LQWHJUDWLRQ RI IRUHLJQ QDWLRQDOV� ��� LOOHJDO PLJUDWLRQ 
DQG UHWXUQ SROLF\� ��� LQWHUQDWLRQDO SURWHFWLRQ� ��� WKH H[WHUQDO GLPHQVLRQ 
RI PLJUDWLRQ �LQFOXGLQJ GHYHORSPHQW DQG KXPDQLWDULDQ DVSHFWV�� ��� IUHH 
PRYHPHQW RI SHUVRQV ZLWKLQ WKH (8 DQG WKH SFKHQJHQ AUHD� ��� OHJDO 
PLJUDWLRQ DQG ��� FRKHUHQFH ZLWK WKH (8¶V FRPPRQ SROLFLHV LQ WKH ¿HOG RI 
migration. Implementation of the Strategy is supervised by the Coordination 

Body for Managing the Protection of State Borders and Migration.
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Legal Migration and Integration

Same as in the previous years, the upward trend in legal migration 
LQWR WKH &]HFK RHSXEOLF FRQWLQXHG LQ ����� AV RI �� 'HFHPEHU �����  
a total of 566,931 foreign nationals1 (a year-on-year increase by just 

EHORZ � �� ZHUH VWD\LQJ OHJDOO\ LQ WKH WHUULWRU\ RI WKH &]HFK RHSXEOLF 
�IRU D SHULRG ORQJHU WKDQ �� GD\V�� AW WKH HQG RI WKH \HDU ����� IRUHLJQ 
QDWLRQDOV DFFRXQWHG DSSUR[LPDWHO\ IRU ��� � RI WKH SRSXODWLRQ RI 
the Czech Republic�, which means that their number has grown by  

��� SHUFHQWDJH SRLQW LQ FRPSDULVRQ ZLWK WKH \HDU ����� )URP DPRQJ 
the total registered number of foreign nationals with residence permits 

LQ WKH &]HFK RHSXEOLF� ���� � RI WKHP �������� IRUHLJQ QDWLRQDOV� 
ZHUH VWD\LQJ LQ WKH FRXQWU\ SHUPDQHQWO\ DQG ���� � RI WKHP �������� 
foreign nationals) temporarily�. In terms of citizenship, the largest 

JURXSV DPRQJ WKHP ZHUH WKH FLWL]HQV RI 8NUDLQH ���������� SORYDNLD 
��������� DQG VLHWQDP ���������

IQ WKH ¿HOG RI economic migration, a total of 568,676 foreign 
nationals were registered as employees with the regional branch 

RI¿FHV RI WKH PXEOLF (PSOR\PHQW SHUYLFH RI WKH &]HFK RHSXEOLF DV RI  
�� 'HFHPEHU ����� ZKLFK UHSUHVHQWV DQ LQFUHDVH E\ ���� � DV RSSRVHG 
WR WKH \HDU ����� AFFRUGLQJ WR WKH UHJLVWHUHG LQIRUPDWLRQ FDUGV�, this 

QXPEHU LQFOXGHG ������� FLWL]HQV RI (8�((A MHPEHU SWDWHV DQG 

1 This information includes foreign nationals with residence permits in the Czech Republic, 

registered in the Alien Information System. Nevertheless, the actual numbers of foreign 

nationals legally staying in the territory of the Czech Republic may be different because 

WKH UHJLVWHUHG QXPEHU RI IRUHLJQ QDWLRQDOV GRHV QRW LQFOXGH DOO WKH FLWL]HQV RI RWKHU (8 
Member States staying in the Czech Republic. The statistical compilations only record those 

(8 FLWL]HQV ZKR DSSOLHG IRU RU ZHUH LVVXHG ZLWK D FHUWL¿FDWH RI WHPSRUDU\ UHVLGHQFH� TKRVH 
who are just exercising their right to free movement are not included in the statistics.

� TKH SRSXODWLRQ RI WKH &]HFK RHSXEOLF ZDV ���������� DV RI �� 'HFHPEHU �����
� TKH FDWHJRU\ LQFOXGHV SHUVRQV ZLWK UHVLGHQFH EDVHG RQ YLVD IRU PRUH WKDQ �� GD\V� ZLWK 
long-term residence permits and temporary residence permits, which are granted to the 

(8 FLWL]HQV DQG WKHLU IDPLO\ PHPEHUV� 
� Information card is a written notice given by an employer that a foreign national started 

ZRUNLQJ LQ D MRE� ZKLFK PXVW EH VXEPLWWHG E\ DQ HPSOR\HU WR D UHJLRQDO EUDQFK RI¿FH RI 
the Public Employment Service of the CR according to the Employment Act.
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SZLW]HUODQG �LQFOXGLQJ WKHLU IDPLO\ PHPEHUV� DQG ������� WKLUG�FRXQWU\ 
QDWLRQDOV� DPRQJ ZKRP WKHUH ZHUH ������ IRUHLJQ ZRUNHUV ZKR HQWHUHG 
the labour market with a work permit (an Employee Card or a Blue Card, 

an employment permit).

)URP DPRQJ WKH QRQ�(8 FRXQWULHV� WKH FLWL]HQV RI 8NUDLQH �������� 
SHUVRQV�� WKH RXVVLDQ )HGHUDWLRQ ������� SHUVRQV� DQG VLHWQDP ������� 
persons) traditionally held the highest shares of our labour market. 

APRQJ WKH (8�((A MHPEHU SWDWHV DQG SZLW]HUODQG� WKH FLWL]HQV  
RI SORYDNLD �������� SHUVRQV�� PRODQG ������� SHUVRQV�� RRPDQLD ������� 
SHUVRQV� DQG BXOJDULD �������� KDG WKH VWURQJHVW SUHVHQFH�

IQ ����� WKH MLQLVWU\ RI IQGXVWU\ DQG TUDGH UHJLVWHUHG D WRWDO RI ������ 
IRUHLJQ EXVLQHVVSHUVRQV ZKR KDG ������� UHJLVWHUHG WUDGH OLFHQVHV� 
Among the foreign businesspersons, the largest groups in terms  

RI FLWL]HQVKLS ZHUH WKH FLWL]HQV RI 8NUDLQH ������� SHUVRQV�� VLHWQDP 
������� SHUVRQV� DQG SORYDNLD ������� SHUVRQV�� TKHVH WKUHH FLWL]HQVKLSV 
represented more than two thirds of all foreign businesspersons.

IQ WKH ¿HOG RI HFRQRPLF PLJUDWLRQ� economic migration projects were 

also implemented, which have been created within interdepartmental 

FRRSHUDWLRQ RI WKH FHQWUDO JRYHUQPHQWDO DXWKRULWLHV VLQFH ����� TKHVH 
projects represent an effective instrument for supporting migration  

of selected target groups of third-country nationals, in whose entry into 

and stay in the territory of the Czech Republic the Czech state takes 

an increased interest.

IQ ����� LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ RI DOO SURMHFWV VWDUWHG LQ WKH SUHYLRXV \HDUV 
continued and new projects were also created. Countries, which the 

JRYHUQPHQW ¿QGV VXLWDEOH ZLWK UHJDUG WR WKH UHTXLUHPHQWV RI WKH &]HFK 
labour market and with regard to the security and migration risks, are 

chosen for the projects.
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:LWK LWV UHVROXWLRQ NR� �� RI �� JDQXDU\ ����� WKH GRYHUQPHQW RI WKH 
Czech Republic once again increased the capacity of the Ukraine 
Regime from 9,600 to 19,600 applications� SLQFH � MD\ ����� WKH 
process of receiving applications for Employee Cards has been outsourced. 

TKH GRYHUQPHQW RI WKH &]HFK RHSXEOLF DOVR DSSURYHG DGGLWLRQDO VWDII 
for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MoFA) and the Ministry of the Interior 

�MRI�� ZKLFK UHVXOWHG LQ UHGXFLQJ WKH WLPH UHTXLUHG IRU WKH SURFHVVLQJ 
of applications. A total of 25,228 candidates from 862 companies 
were included in the Ukraine Regime in 2018.

The integration policy was based on the Procedure for Implementing 

the Updated Policy for the Integration of Foreign Nationals – In Mutual 

Respect in the Year 2018� ZKLFK ZDV DSSURYHG E\ WKH GRYHUQPHQW RI WKH 
&]HFK RHSXEOLF� A VLJQL¿FDQW SRVLWLYH GHYHORSPHQW ZDV the opening  
of a Centre for the Support of the Integration of Foreigners in 
the Region of Central Bohemia, which was the last region where no 

such Centre had existed up until then. These Centres are the focal points 

RI LQWHJUDWLRQ DFWLYLWLHV LQ LQGLYLGXDO UHJLRQV DQG HQVXUH HTXDO DFFHVV  
of foreign nationals to professional integration support while taking into 

DFFRXQW WKH UHJLRQDO VSHFL¿FV DQG WKH FRQGLWLRQV IRU WKH LQWHJUDWLRQ  
of foreign nationals in each region. Thus, in a new development, there are 

EUDQFKHV RI WKHVH &HQWUHV LQ DOO RI WKH �� UHJLRQV RI WKH &]HFK RHSXEOLF� 
Once again, large emphasis was placed on supporting projects at the 

local level because the integration process takes place particularly in 

the direct coexistence of foreign nationals with the majority society. 

IQ ����� �� PXQLFLSDOLWLHV DQG FLW\ GLVWULFWV UHFHLYHG VXEVLGLHV IURP 
WKH MRI� WRWDOOLQJ ���� PLOOLRQ &ZK� ZKLFK UHSUHVHQWHG DQ LQFUHDVH E\  
��� PLOOLRQ &ZK LQ FRPSDULVRQ ZLWK WKH \HDU ����� 8QGHU WKH DXVSLFHV  
of the Minister of the Interior and the Mayor of the Statutory City of Brno, 

WKH ��th annual edition of the national conference of municipalities and 

city districts implementing projects to support the integration of foreign 

nationals took place and was organised by the Statutory City of Brno. 

8QGHU WKH VXEVLG\ VFKHPH 2018 Integration of Foreigners, the projects  
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RI QRQ�JRYHUQPHQWDO QRQ�SUR¿W RUJDQLVDWLRQV UHFHLYHG FRQWLQXHG VXSSRUW� 
This scheme supported, among others, the adaptation integration courses 

for foreign nationals, assistance services for foreign nationals at DAMP 

RI¿FHV� &]HFK ODQJXDJH FRXUVHV IRU IRUHLJQ QDWLRQDOV� DVVLVWDQFH LQIROLQH 
LQ VLHWQDPHVH� MRQJROLDQ DQG 8NUDLQLDQ ODQJXDJHV DV ZHOO DV DFWLYDWLRQ 
and integration projects, which had been conceived and implemented 

through the activities of foreign nationals themselves.

IQ ����� the CR citizenship ZDV JUDQWHG WR ����� IRUHLJQ QDWLRQDOV� 

�D GHFUHDVH E\ ����� SHUVRQV LQ FRPSDULVRQ ZLWK WKH SUHYLRXV \HDU�� 
DPRQJ ZKRP WKHUH ZHUH �� SHUVRQV ZKR KDG EHHQ JUDQWHG LQWHUQDWLRQDO 
protection in the form of asylum in the CR in the past.

International Protection

IQ ����� a total of 1,701 persons applied for international protection 

LQ WKH &]HFK RHSXEOLF� ZKLFK PHDQV WKDW WKHUH ZHUH ��� PRUH DSSOLFDQWV 
than in the previous year. The last time when a higher number  

RI DSSOLFDQWV ZDV UHFRUGHG LQ WKH &]HFK RHSXEOLF ZDV LQ ����� The main 
source countries RI LQWHUQDWLRQDO SURWHFWLRQ DSSOLFDQWV LQ ���� ZHUH 
8NUDLQH ���� DSSOLFDQWV�� GHRUJLD ������ &XED ������ AUPHQLD ������ 
VLHWQDP ������ 8]EHNLVWDQ ����� WKH RXVVLDQ )HGHUDWLRQ ����� IUDT ����� 
A]HUEDLMDQ ���� DQG TXUNH\ ����� IQ WKH &]HFK RHSXEOLF� DV\OXP ZDV 
JUDQWHG WR �� DSSOLFDQWV� AV\OXP ZDV PRVW RIWHQ JUDQWHG WR FLWL]HQV RI 
&KLQD ���� S\ULD ��� DQG 8NUDLQH ���� IQ ����� LQWHUQDWLRQDO SURWHFWLRQ 
LQ WKH IRUP RI VXEVLGLDU\ SURWHFWLRQ ZDV JUDQWHG LQ ��� FDVHV� ZKLFK 
LV WKH VDPH QXPEHU DV LQ WKH \HDU ����� TKLV IRUP RI SURWHFWLRQ ZDV 
PRVW RIWHQ JUDQWHG WR FLWL]HQV RI S\ULD ����� IUDT ���� DQG 8NUDLQH �����

Those foreign nationals who were granted international protection in 

the form of asylum or in the form of subsidiary protection can take 

� SLQFH � JDQXDU\ ����� WKHUH KDV EHHQ OHJLVODWLRQ LQ IRUFH� ZKLFK FRPSOHWHO\ DEDQGRQHG 
the principle of single citizenship and accepted the possibility of the existence of multiple 

citizenships.
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advantage of the State Integration Programme (SIP)� IQ �����  
D WRWDO RI ��� HOLJLEOH SHUVRQV MRLQHG WKH SIP� ZKLFK UHSUHVHQWV D ��� 
LQFUHDVH DV RSSRVHG WR WKH SUHYLRXV \HDU� A WRWDO RI �� QHZ LQGLYLGXDO 
LQWHJUDWLRQ SODQV IRU D WRWDO RI �� EHQH¿FLDULHV RI LQWHUQDWLRQDO SURWHFWLRQ 
(both individuals and families) were prepared during the year. Due to 

the fact that the maximum period of implementation of an individual 

LQWHJUDWLRQ SODQ LV �� PRQWKV� WKH \HDU ���� VDZ WKH VXFFHVVIXO 
FRPSOHWLRQ RI �� LQGLYLGXDO LQWHJUDWLRQ SODQV� ZKLFK KDG EHHQ VWDUWHG 
LQ ����� DQG �� LQWHJUDWLRQ SODQV� ZKLFK KDG EHHQ VWDUWHG LQ ���� DQG 
for which the period of implementation had been extended beyond the 

OLPLW RI �� PRQWKV EHFDXVH WKH SURYLVLRQ RI LQWHJUDWLRQ VHUYLFHV KDG 
EHHQ LQWHUUXSWHG DW WKH WXUQ RI WKH \HDUV ���� DQG ����� AV RI WKH ODVW 
GD\ RI WKH \HDU� WKHUH ZHUH �� SODQV EHLQJ LPSOHPHQWHG�

Unaccompanied Minors

IQ ����� D WRWDO RI �� XQDFFRPSDQLHG WKLUG�FRXQWU\ PLQRUV ZHUH VWD\LQJ 
in the specialised Facility for Children-foreigners (this concerns dozens of 

SHUVRQV HYHU\ \HDU�� LQ WKH VDPH \HDU� �� XQDFFRPSDQLHG PLQRUV IURP 
among third-country nationals applied for international protection (the 

number of minor unaccompanied applicants from among third-country 

nationals applying for international protection hovers around single 

digits every year). These are still very low numbers in comparison with 

other Member States.

Measures	to	Combat	Human	Trafficking

There were no major changes in the situation concerning human 

WUDI¿FNLQJ GXULQJ WKH \HDU ���� LQ FRPSDULVRQ ZLWK WKH SUHYLRXV SHULRG� 
TKH PRVW IUHTXHQW SXUSRVHV RI KXPDQ WUDI¿FNLQJ ZHUH VWLOO VH[XDO DQG 
ODERXU H[SORLWDWLRQV� +RZHYHU� WKHUH ZHUH DOVR PL[HG FDVHV ZKHUH WKH 
purposes are combined, including forced marriages or forced criminal 

activity. The Programme of Support and Protection of Victims of 
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Human	Trafficking is a measure created to provide victims of human 

WUDI¿FNLQJ ZLWK VXSSRUW DQG DSSURSULDWH SURWHFWLRQ EDVHG RQ LQGLYLGXDO 
ULVN DVVHVVPHQW� IW LV GHVLJQHG IRU KXPDQ WUDI¿FNLQJ YLFWLPV ROGHU WKDQ 
�� \HDUV� VSHFL¿FDOO\ IRU (8 FLWL]HQV WUDI¿FNHG LQ WKH WHUULWRU\ RI WKH 
&]HFK RHSXEOLF� IRU WKLUG�FRXQWU\ QDWLRQDOV WUDI¿FNHG LQ WKH WHUULWRU\ 
of the Czech Republic as well as for the citizens of the Czech Republic 

WUDI¿FNHG LQ WKH WHUULWRU\ RI WKH &]HFK RHSXEOLF RU DEURDG�

IQ ����� D WRWDO RI �� SUREDEOH YLFWLPV RI KXPDQ WUDI¿FNLQJ ZHUH LQFOXGHG 
LQ WKH PURJUDPPH �D GHFUHDVH E\ � SHUVRQV DV FRPSDUHG WR WKH \HDU 
������ VSHFL¿FDOO\ IURP PKLOLSSLQHV ���� RRPDQLD ���� SLHUUD LHRQH ��� 
DQG WKH &]HFK RHSXEOLF ���� TKH FDVHV RI WKHVH SHUVRQV LQYROYHG ODERXU 
and sexual exploitation.

IQ ����� WKHUH ZHUH � YROXQWDU\ UHWXUQV FDUULHG RXW �WR RRPDQLD DQG 
Sierra Leone) under the Voluntary Returns Programme, which is a part 

of the Programme.

International Cooperation and Projects

IQWHUQDWLRQDO FRRSHUDWLRQ LQ WKH ¿HOG RI PLJUDWLRQ FRQWLQXHG LQ WKH \HDU 
���� SDUWLFXODUO\ WKURXJK LQWHQVLYH FRQWDFWV DW WKH OHYHO RI UHVSHFWLYH 
DXWKRULWLHV RI WKH (XURSHDQ 8QLRQ� LQFOXGLQJ LWV DJHQFLHV� SDUWLFXODUO\ WKH 
(XURSHDQ BRUGHU DQG &RDVW GXDUG AJHQF\ �)RONT(;� DQG WKH (XURSHDQ 
AV\OXP SXSSRUW OI¿FH �(ASO�� TKH &]HFK RHSXEOLF DOVR FRQFHQWUDWHG RQ 
strengthening the practical and operational cooperation in all aspects 

of migration, asylum and state border protection at a bilateral level as 

ZHOO DV DW PXOWLODWHUDO DQG 8QLRQ OHYHOV�

IQ ����� WKH MEDEVAC programme� was implemented in eight 

FRXQWULHV� ZKLFK UHÀHFW LWV WHUULWRULDO SULRULWLHV� IQ WKH MLGGOH (DVW� WKH 

� TKH IRFXV RI WKH M('(VA& SURJUDPPH LV RQ SURYLGLQJ SURIHVVLRQDO PHGLFDO FDUH WR YXOQHUDEOH 
groups of inhabitants in regions affected by a refugee crisis or a natural catastrophe.
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programme operated in Jordan, which remained the priority country 

LQ ���� ZKHUH PHGLFDO WHDPV ZHUH EHLQJ VHQW� DQG LQ IUDT� )RU WKH 
purpose of implementing future missions, a planning mission to Lebanon 

also took place. In Africa, the programme operated in Senegal, Libya 

DQG NLJHU� IQ ����� WKH M('(VA& SURJUDPPH DOVR UHPDLQHG SUHVHQW  
in Eastern Europe and was building on its previous successful trainings 

RI PHGLFDO VWDII LQ WKH ¿HOG RI SK\VLFDO WKHUDS\ LQ 8NUDLQH�

8QGHU WKH Aid in Place SURJUDPPH� WKH MRI JDYH ¿QDQFLDO GRQDWLRQV 
abroad, intended particularly to assist refugees directly on the site of 

their initial displacement and to assist the countries, which host large 

numbers of refugees and migrants or which struggle with them as transit 

FRXQWULHV� :LWK UHJDUG WR WKH VLWXDWLRQ LQ WKH ¿HOG RI PLJUDWLRQ� WKH 
EXGJHW IRU WKH DLG ZDV LQFUHDVHG WR ��� PLOOLRQ &ZK E\ WKH GRYHUQPHQW 
RI WKH &]HFK RHSXEOLF DQG WKLV EXGJHW DPRXQW ZDV PDLQWDLQHG LQ ����� 
TKH SULRULW\ DUHDV RI WKH ALG LQ PODFH SURJUDPPH LQ ���� LQFOXGHG WKH 
regions of the Middle East, the Western Balkans and the greater Sahel 

region and North Africa.

IQ ����� DV FRQFHUQV WKH H[WHUQDO GLPHQVLRQ RI WKH (XURSHDQ 8QLRQ� WKH 
Czech Republic continued to participate in developing and implementing 

the instruments of the Global Approach to Migration and Mobility 
(GAMM) representing a policy framework of the external migration 

SROLF\ RI WKH (8�

IQ RUGHU WR LPSOHPHQW LWV SULRULWLHV LQ WKH ¿HOG RI DV\OXP DQG PLJUDWLRQ� WKH 
Czech Republic also closely collaborated with international organisations, 

particularly the International Organisation for Migration (IOM), the 

International Centre for Migration Policy Development (ICMPD) and the 

8N OI¿FH RI WKH +LJKHU &RPPLVVLRQHU IRU RHIXJHHV �8N+&R��

As part of international cooperation, the Regional Directorates of the 

Police of the Czech Republic with jurisdiction over areas near state 
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ERUGHUV FDUU\ RXW MRLQW SDWUROV ZLWK SROLFH RI¿FHUV IURP DGMDFHQW FRXQWULHV� 
which are used for standard police work. These joint patrols focused on 

monitoring illegal migration, carrying out Schengen national searches, 

PRQLWRULQJ WKH PRYHPHQWV RI YHKLFOHV� ¿JKWLQJ FURVV�ERUGHU FULPH� 
searching for stolen vehicles and perpetrators of criminal offences, 

checking the residence permits of foreign nationals, which included 

checking residence permits in night clubs, and checking persons and 

vehicles. 

Illegal Migration, Human Smuggling

IQ ����� D WRWDO RI 4,992 persons ZHUH LGHQWL¿HG DV SHUSHWUDWRUV  
of illegal migration in the territory of the Czech Republic (a year-on-year 

LQFUHDVH E\ ��� ��� TKLV QXPEHU LQFOXGHG ����� SHUVRQV �L�H� ���� �� 
GHWHFWHG DV LOOHJDOO\ VWD\LQJ SHUVRQV DQG ��� SHUVRQV FDXJKW GXULQJ 
illegal migration across the external Schengen border of the Czech 

Republic�. In connection with illegal migration across the external 

SFKHQJHQ ERUGHU� WKH PRVW IUHTXHQWO\ GHWDLQHG SHUVRQV ZHUH FLWL]HQV  
RI GHRUJLD ����� IROORZHG E\ FLWL]HQV RI AOEDQLD ����� 8NUDLQH ����� YHPHQ 
���� DQG UHIXJHHV XQGHU WKH ���� &RQYHQWLRQ ����� TKH KLJKHVW QXPEHU 
RI SHUVRQV LGHQWL¿HG DV LOOHJDOO\ VWD\LQJ SHUVRQV ZDV DPRQJ FLWL]HQV  
RI 8NUDLQH �������� IROORZHG E\ FLWL]HQV RI MROGRYD ������ VLHWQDP ������ 
WKH RXVVLDQ )HGHUDWLRQ ����� DQG 8]EHNLVWDQ ������

When illegally migrating across the external Schengen border, 94 
persons used an irregular travel document, these persons were most 

RIWHQ FLWL]HQV RI AOEDQLD ����� TKHUH ZHUH 143 persons who were illegally 

staying in the country and presented an irregular travel document, these 

SHUVRQV ZHUH PRVW RIWHQ FLWL]HQV RI 8NUDLQH ���� DQG MROGRYD �����

� Since the external Schengen border only consists of an air border, persons who illegally 

migrated across the external Schengen border are only recorded with the Directorate of 

WKH AOLHQ PROLFH SHUYLFH� ZKLFK ZDV RUJDQLVDWLRQDOO\ H[SDQGHG LQ ���� E\ LQFOXGLQJ � AOLHQ 
Police Inspectorates at international airports.



EMN Annual Report on Asylum and Migration Policy 2018

��

Returns

'XULQJ WKH \HDU ����� D WRWDO RI 532 voluntary returns of third-
country nationals ZHUH FDUULHG RXW� TKLV LQFOXGHG D WRWDO RI ���� assisted 

voluntary returns of foreign nationals with administrative expulsion and 

�� DVVLVWHG YROXQWDU\ UHWXUQV RI DSSOLFDQWV IRU LQWHUQDWLRQDO SURWHFWLRQ 
DW WKHLU UHTXHVW� &LWL]HQV RI 8NUDLQH� MROGRYD DQG 8]EHNLVWDQ DFFRXQWHG 
for the highest numbers among these returnees.

IQ WKH ¿HOG RI YROXQWDU\ UHWXUQV� WKH MLQLVWU\ RI WKH IQWHULRU� WKH RHIXJHHV 
)DFLOLWLHV AGPLQLVWUDWLRQ �S8Z� DQG WKH IQWHUQDWLRQDO OUJDQLVDWLRQ IRU 
Migration (IOM) implement their programmes for assisted voluntary 

returns. In their programmes, the MoI and the IOM primarily focus on 

foreign nationals with an issued decision on administrative expulsion. 

IQ LWV SURJUDPPH� WKH S8Z SURYLGHV IDLOHG DSSOLFDQWV IRU LQWHUQDWLRQDO 
protection with assistance for voluntary return trips to their countries of 

RULJLQ� 8QGHU DOO WKHVH SURJUDPPHV IRU YROXQWDU\ UHWXUQV� WKH MRI� S8Z 
and the IOM make sure not only that the actual voluntary return takes 

place but they also provide all the related consultancy and assistance, 

which are necessary for successful accomplishment of a return.

If foreign nationals are detained and placed in the Facility for Detention 

RI )RUHLJQ NDWLRQDOV �ZZ&�� WKH UHWXUQV RI WKHVH IRUHLJQ QDWLRQDOV DUH 
carried out by the Directorate of the Alien Police Service (DAPS) in 

cooperation with the Ministry of the Interior of the Czech Republic, which 

only provides assistance and related consultancy for foreign nationals.

� Carried out through the MoI and the IOM.
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The Annual Report on Asylum and Migration Policy in the Czech Republic 

provides a summary of the most important political and legislative 

changes and the basic statistical data regarding asylum and migration 

LQ WKH WHUULWRU\ RI WKH &]HFK RHSXEOLF IRU WKH \HDU �����

The report was prepared by the National Contact Point of the European 

MLJUDWLRQ NHWZRUN LQ WKH &]HFK RHSXEOLF� AFFRUGLQJ WR AUWLFOH ����  
RI WKH &RXQFLO 'HFLVLRQ ���������(& HVWDEOLVKLQJ WKH (XURSHDQ MLJUDWLRQ 
Network, each EMN Contact Point prepares a report on developments 

regarding asylum and migration in the given country on an annual basis.

The report consists of nine chapters and three annexes. The chapters 

describe the developments in legal migration and international protection, 

one chapter is concerned with the issues of unaccompanied minors. The 

UHSRUW DOVR FRQWDLQV LQIRUPDWLRQ RQ PHDVXUHV DJDLQVW KXPDQ WUDI¿FNLQJ 
and measures against illegal migration. The report also provides an 

overview of international cooperation and projects and describes 

the developments regarding the returns of foreign nationals to their 

countries of origin. Each chapter also contains the basic statistical data. 

The structure of the report complies with the recommended structure 

of national reports of separate EMN Contact Points in order to make it 

possible to compare the separate documents and to maintain continuity 

with the reports prepared in previous years 

The presented report was prepared mainly using the source materials 

from the Department for Asylum and Migration Policy of the Ministry  

1
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RI WKH IQWHULRU� ZKLFK LV UHVSRQVLEOH IRU WKH ¿HOGV RI PLJUDWLRQ� DV\OXP 
and integration. Other source materials used in preparation of the report 

included source materials from the Directorate of the Alien Police Service, 

the Police Presidium, the Department of Crime Prevention of the Ministry 

RI WKH IQWHULRU� WKH MLQLVWU\ RI (GXFDWLRQ� YRXWK DQG SSRUWV� WKH MLQLVWU\ 
of Labour and Social Affairs, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Ministry 

of Justice, the Refugee Facilities Administration of the Ministry of the 

IQWHULRU� WKH NDWLRQDO &HQWUDO 8QLW IRU &RPEDWLQJ OUJDQLVHG &ULPH� DQG 
the Facility for Children-foreigners. More detailed information on the 

PHWKRGRORJ\ LV FRQWDLQHG LQ AQQH[ �� AQQH[ � FRQWDLQV D OLVW RI VRXUFHV 
DQG OLWHUDWXUH� AQQH[ � FRQWDLQV D OLVW RI WDEOHV DQG FKDUWV�

1.1 ORGANISATION OF ASYLUM AND MIGRATION POLICY

Ministry of the Interior (MoI)

The Ministry of the Interior is the main body responsible for the asylum 

and migration policy in the Czech Republic on a legislative and policy 

level as well as on the implementation level.

Department for Asylum and Migration Policy (DAMP)

The Department for Asylum and Migration Policy is a unit of the Ministry 

of the Interior of the CR responsible for exercising the powers assigned 

WR WKH MLQLVWU\ LQ WKH ¿HOGV RI LQWHUQDWLRQDO SURWHFWLRQ� UHIXJHHV� HQWU\ 
and residence of foreign nationals, the policy of integration of foreign 

nationals, the State Integration Programme (for persons who were granted 

international protection) and Schengen cooperation. This department is also 

a unit of the Ministry that is responsible for managing the governmental 

organisation of the Refugee Facilities Administration of the Ministry of the 

Interior. The department submits proposals for establishing or modifying 

the nature of asylum facilities or facilities for detention of foreign nationals.



��

INTRO'8&TION

The Coordination Body for Managing the Protection of State 
Borders and Migration

The Coordination Body for Managing the Protection of the State Borders 

of the Czech Republic and Migration is a permanent interdepartmental 

body, which is composed of representatives of the technically relevant 

Ministries and which has the authority to take the necessary measures 

LQ WKH ¿HOGV RI PLJUDWLRQ DQG WKH SURWHFWLRQ RI VWDWH ERUGHUV� TKH 
Ministry of the Interior leads the activities of the Coordination Body. 

The Coordination Body holds meetings at the level of the members  

of the Cabinet or Deputy Ministers.

Cooperation among institutions within the purview of the Coordination 

BRG\ HQDEOHV WKH JRYHUQPHQW ERGLHV WR UHVSRQG ÀH[LEO\ WR WKH FXUUHQW 
PLJUDWLRQ VLWXDWLRQ DQG FRQWULEXWHV WR JUHDWHU ÀH[LELOLW\ ZKHQ GHDOLQJ 
ZLWK VSHFL¿F LVVXHV IDOOLQJ ZLWKLQ WKH WHUPV RI UHIHUHQFH RI PXOWLSOH 
Ministries. The Coordination Body also manages the activities of the 

Analytic Centre for Border Protection and Migration, the permanent 

RI¿FH RI WKH MLQLVWU\ RI WKH IQWHULRU ZLWK D IRFXV RQ LQWHUGHSDUWPHQWDO 
cooperation at the expert level. Pre-discussing materials intended 

IRU WKH GRYHUQPHQW RI WKH &R DW D PHHWLQJ RI WKH &RRUGLQDWLRQ BRG\ 
DOORZV� IRU H[DPSOH� IRU WKHLU VXEVHTXHQW DSSURYDO ZLWKRXW D GHEDWH� 
No less importantly, the Coordination Body also serves as a platform 

for discussion of the future direction of the migration policy.

The Coordination Body was also authorised by the government to make 

changes in economic migration projects with its decisions. This authority 

ZDV XVHG VHYHUDO WLPHV GXULQJ WKH \HDU �����

Analytic Centre for Border Protection and Migration (ANACEN)

The Analytic Centre for Border Protection and Migration is a permanent 

analytical body of an interdepartmental nature controlled by the 
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Ministry of the Interior. In its activities, it concentrates on monitoring 

and analysing migration as a comprehensive phenomenon. The Analytic 

Centre operates at an expert level, its activities are managed by the 

Coordination Body for Managing the Protection of the State Borders 

and Migration. All the key bodies involved in the system for managing 

the protection of state borders and migration control participate in the 

activities of the Analytic Centre, the close cooperation and information 

H[FKDQJH RQ WKLV SODWIRUP DOORZ IRU D ÀH[LEOH DQG TXLFN UHVSRQVH WR 
any problems that arise�.

The activities of the Analytic Centre take place on several theme-

VSHFL¿F IRUD DQG LQYROYH FRQWLQXRXVO\ PRQLWRULQJ DQG DQDO\VLQJ WKH 
FXUUHQW SKHQRPHQD� ZKLFK FDQ EH LGHQWL¿HG DV ULVN IDFWRUV RU SRWHQWLDOO\ 
problematic with respect to security and migration.

'XULQJ WKH \HDU ����� WKH AQDO\WLF &HQWUH FRQWLQXHG WR SUHSDUH UHSRUWV 
titled Trends and Findings in Migration and Border Protection on  

a monthly basis, which was intended for the internal purposes of the 

public administration bodies, among whom these reports are distributed 

systematically to allow them to use the information contained in the 

reports.

Refugee Facilities Administration (SUZ)

The Refugee Facilities Administration of the Ministry of the Interior is an 

operator of the reception, accommodation and integration asylum centres. 

IQ WKHVH IDFLOLWLHV� S8Z SURYLGHV SDUWLFXODUO\ DFFRPPRGDWLRQ� ERDUGLQJ� 
psychological, social, educational and consulting services and also provides 

opportunities for leisure-time activities. Most of these activities also take 

� The members of the Analytical Centre are delegated representatives of the Ministry of 

the Interior, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs, the 

MLQLVWU\ RI IQGXVWU\ DQG TUDGH� WKH MLQLVWU\ RI (GXFDWLRQ� YRXWK DQG SSRUWV� WKH MLQLVWU\ 
RI )LQDQFH �WKH GHQHUDO 'LUHFWRUDWH RI &XVWRPV�� WKH PROLFH RI WKH &]HFK RHSXEOLF DQG WKH 
intelligence services and security forces.
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place in the facilities for detention of foreign nationals, which are also 

RSHUDWHG E\ WKH S8Z� TKH S8Z DOVR HVWDEOLVKHG DQG RSHUDWHV �� UHJLRQDO 
Centres for the Support of the Integration of Foreigners, which are the 

centres of integration activities in respective regions.

Directorate of the Alien Police Service (DAPS)

The Directorate of the Alien Police Service is a highly specialised unit 

of the Police of the Czech Republic (PCR), which, for the issues related 

to foreign nationals, acts as an umbrella authority for performance  

of tasks related to detection of illegal migration, application of repressive 

measures against foreign nationals illegally staying in the territory of the 

&]HFK RHSXEOLF LQ YLRODWLRQ RI AFW NR� �������� &ROO�� RQ WKH RHVLGHQFH 
RI )RUHLJQ NDWLRQDOV LQ WKH WHUULWRU\ RI WKH &]HFK RHSXEOLF� IXO¿OPHQW  
of the obligations arising from international treaties and directly applicable 

legal regulations of the European Community and which addresses 

the crimes committed in connection with the crossing of state borders 

and cross-border criminal activities. The DAPS is also responsible for 

LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ RI MXGLFLDO RU DGPLQLVWUDWLYH H[SXOVLRQ� VSHFL¿FDOO\  
for providing travel and transport documents for the foreign nationals 

who are being expelled from the territory of the Czech Republic.  

It is responsible for establishing the identities of foreign nationals in 

connection with their detention for the purpose of administrative expulsion 

or implementation of readmission agreements. It is responsible for 

implementing readmission agreements, including transports carried 

out by a police escort and performance of other tasks arising from the 

OHJLVODWLRQ RI WKH (XURSHDQ 8QLRQ DQG LQWHUQDWLRQDO WUHDWLHV� 

In relation to the territorial units of the Alien Police, the Directorate  

of the Alien Police Service serves the functions of a specialised central 

methodological, managing, expert and analytical and monitoring 

authority and is also an executive unit of the Police of the Czech 

Republic with a national scope of operation. The bodies, which are 
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GLUHFWO\ VXERUGLQDWHG WR WKH 'APS� LQFOXGH ¿YH LQVSHFWRUDWHV RI WKH 
Alien Police at international airports��, which ensure the protection  

of external borders at all international airports of the Czech Republic, 

WKH )DFLOLW\ IRU 'HWHQWLRQ RI )RUHLJQ NDWLRQDOV LQ BČOi�JH]RYi� WKH )DFLOLW\ 
IRU 'HWHQWLRQ RI )RUHLJQ NDWLRQDOV LQ BiONRYi DQG WKH RHFHSWLRQ &HQWUH 
IRU )RUHLJQ NDWLRQDOV LQ ZDVWiYND X BUQD� IQ WKH WHUULWRULHV RI LQGLYLGXDO 
regions, the departments of the Alien Police, which are embedded in the 

organisational structures of Regional Directorates of the Police of the 

CR (RDP), perform the tasks related to migration of foreign nationals. 

The Nanional Central Unit for Combating Organised Crime 
(NCUCOC)

TKH NDWLRQDO &HQWUDO 8QLW IRU &RPEDWLQJ OUJDQLVHG &ULPH LV WKH XQLW RI WKH 
Police of the CR with a national jurisdiction, which also performs tasks in 

WKH ¿HOG RI LOOHJDO PLJUDWLRQ� SDUWLFXODUO\ LQ FRPEDWLQJ KXPDQ VPXJJOLQJ� 
IWV OUJDQLVHG &ULPH SHFWLRQ� 'HSDUWPHQW RI +XPDQ TUDI¿FNLQJ DQG 
Illegal Migration, is responsible for monitoring, analysing and combating 

FULPH JURXSV WKDW SHUSHWUDWH VHULRXV RUJDQLVHG FULPHV LQ WKH ¿HOG RI 
LOOHJDO PLJUDWLRQ� KXPDQ WUDI¿FNLQJ� KXPDQ RUJDQ DQG WLVVXH WUDI¿FNLQJ 
and forced labour as well as other forms of exploitation.

Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MoFA)

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs is a central administrative body  

of the Czech Republic, which creates the concept of foreign policy and 

coordinates foreign development cooperation and humanitarian aid 

provided abroad. It carries out public administration in the matters 

of permitting the residence of foreign nationals in the territory of the 

&]HFK RHSXEOLF ZKR HQMR\ WKH SULYLOHJHV DQG LPPXQLWLHV GH¿QHG E\ WKH 

�� TKHVH DUH� WKH AOLHQ PROLFH IQVSHFWRUDWH DW WKH ViFODY +DYHO PUDKD IQWHUQDWLRQDO ALUSRUW� WKH 
Alien Police Inspectorate at the Mošnov International Airport, the Alien Police Inspectorate 

DW WKH BUQR TXĜDQ\ IQWHUQDWLRQDO ALUSRUW� WKH AOLHQ PROLFH IQVSHFWRUDWH DW WKH KDUORY\ VDU\ 
International Airport, and the Alien Police Inspectorate at the Pardubice International Airport.
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international law. Through embassies, it carries out public administration 

in the matters of granting visas pursuant to the Act on the Residence 

of Foreign Nationals. Within its separate purview, it carries out public 

administration in the matters of granting short-term visas according 

WR WKH (8 VLVD &RGH�

Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs (MoLSA)

The Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs is responsible for the policy 

LQ WKH ¿HOG RI HPSOR\PHQW RI IRUHLJQ QDWLRQDOV� APRQJ RWKHU WKLQJV� 
LW GH¿QHV WKH JURXS RI HQWLWLHV SOD\LQJ WKH UROH RI DQ HPSOR\HU DQG� LQ 
UHODWLRQ WR IRUHLJQ QDWLRQDOV� LW GH¿QHV WKH FULWHULD JRYHUQLQJ WKH HQWU\ 
of separate categories of foreign nationals into the labour market. 

AFFRUGLQJ WR WKH VLWXDWLRQ RQ WKH ODERXU PDUNHW� LW GH¿QHV WKH WHUPV 
and conditions for permitting employment and is responsible for the 

legislation governing the employment of foreign nationals in relation 

WR WKH DSSOLFDEOH OHJLVODWLRQ RI WKH (XURSHDQ 8QLRQ DQG FRQFOXGHG 
intergovernmental agreements. The MoLSA is also responsible for 

maintaining the central register of vacant job positions, which can be 

¿OOHG E\ WKH KROGHUV RI DQ (PSOR\HH &DUG RU D BOXH &DUG�

BHVLGHV WKH QDWLRQDO OHJLVODWLRQ� WKH ¿HOG RI ODERXU PLJUDWLRQ LV DOVR 
governed by bilateral international treaties governing social security and 

employment as well as by multilateral conventions concerning human 

rights, the status of refugees and social rights, which are binding on 

the Czech Republic. There is still the phenomenon of illegal employment  

of foreign nationals in the Czech Republic. Among other authorities, the 

Interdepartmental Body for Combatting Illegal Employment of Foreign 

NDWLRQDOV LQ WKH &]HFK RHSXEOLF DGGUHVVHV WKH LVVXHV LQ WKLV ¿HOG� WKH 
MoLSA is responsible for this body.

Other	institutions,	which	have	their	defined	terms	of	reference	
in	the	field	of	asylum	and	migration,	are:	the Ministry of Industry 
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and Trade (MoIT), the Ministry of Justice (MoJ), the Ministry of Finance 

�MR)�� WKH MLQLVWU\ RI +HDOWK �MR+�� WKH MLQLVWU\ RI (GXFDWLRQ� YRXWK 
DQG SSRUWV �MR(YS�� WKH MLQLVWU\ RI )LQDQFH �WKH GHQHUDO 'LUHFWRUDWH  
of Customs), the Ministry of Culture (MoC), and the Ministry for Regional 

Development (MfRD).

1.2 ASYLUM AND MIGRATION LEGISLATION

Asylum and migration is governed particularly by the following legislation:

§	AFW NR� �������� &ROO�� on the Residence of Foreign Nationals 
in the Territory of the Czech Republic and on amendments to 

certain Acts, as amended 

TKLV AFW GH¿QHV WKH FRQGLWLRQV IRU WKH HQWU\ RI D IRUHLJQ QDWLRQDO LQWR 
the territory of the CR and the departure of a foreign national from the 

FRXQWU\� LW GH¿QHV WKH FRQGLWLRQV RI WKH VWD\ RI D IRUHLJQ QDWLRQDO LQ WKH 
FRXQWU\ DQG GH¿QHV WKH SRZHUV RI WKH P&R� WKH MLQLVWU\ RI WKH IQWHULRU 
DQG WKH MLQLVWU\ RI )RUHLJQ AIIDLUV LQ WKLV ¿HOG RI SXEOLF DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ� 
'XULQJ WKH \HDU ����� WKHUH ZDV D OHJLVODWLYH SURFHVV WDNLQJ SODFH� 
ZKLFK ZDV FRQQHFWHG ZLWK D ELOO DPHQGLQJ AFW NR� �������� &ROO��  
on the Residence of Foreign Nationals in the Territory of the CR and on 

amendments to certain Acts, as amended, and other related Acts. It was 

presented particularly in order to ensure the transposition of Directive 

�(8� �������� RI WKH (XURSHDQ PDUOLDPHQW DQG RI WKH &RXQFLO RI �� MD\ 
���� RQ WKH FRQGLWLRQV RI HQWU\ DQG UHVLGHQFH RI WKLUG�FRXQWU\ QDWLRQDOV 
for the purposes of research, studies, training, voluntary service, pupil 

exchange schemes or educational projects and au pairing. The Act on 

the Residence of Foreign Nationals introduces the obligation to complete 

an adaptation-integration course after arrival in the Czech Republic 

and integration on a regional level is to be institutionally anchored by 

transferring the Centres for the Integration of Foreign Nationals to  
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a government system. It has also been proposed to amend the legal 

DXWKRULVDWLRQ RI WKH JRYHUQPHQW WR LVVXH TXRWDV IRU HFRQRPLF PLJUDWLRQ� 
GRYHUQPHQW UHJXODWLRQV WR EH LVVXHG XQGHU WKLV OHJDO DXWKRULVDWLRQ 
ZLOO GH¿QH WUDQVSDUHQW TXDQWLWDWLYH TXRWDV� ZKLFK ZLOO EH GLYLGHG LQWR 
FDWHJRULHV FRUUHVSRQGLQJ WR WKH TXDOLWDWLYH DVSHFWV RI PLJUDWLRQ QHHGV� 
TKH ELOO ZDV DSSURYHG E\ WKH JRYHUQPHQW RQ � JXQH ����� TKHUHDIWHU� 
the Chamber of Deputies of the Parliament of the Czech Republic passed 

WKH ELOO RQ �� MDUFK ����� SXEVHTXHQWO\� WKH ELOO ZDV SUHVHQWHG WR WKH 
SHQDWH� ZKLFK GLVFXVVHG WKH ELOO RQ � MD\ ���� GXULQJ LWV �th session 

and returned the bill to the Chamber of Deputies with amendments. 

OQ �� JXQH ����� WKH &KDPEHU RI 'HSXWLHV RQFH DJDLQ SDVVHG WKH ELOO 
DPHQGLQJ WKH AFW� TKH DPHQGPHQW ZLOO FRPH LQWR IRUFH RQ �� JXO\ �����

§	AFW NR� �������� &ROO�� on Asylum, as amended 

TKLV AFW GH¿QHV WKH FRQGLWLRQV IRU WKH HQWU\ DQG UHVLGHQFH RI D IRUHLJQ 
national who applies with the CR for international protection in the 

territory of the CR and governs the residence of a recognised refugee or 

a person enjoying subsidiary protection in the country, the proceedings 

on the granting of international protection in the form of asylum or 

subsidiary protection and the proceedings on withdrawal of asylum 

or subsidiary protection, the rights and obligations of an applicant for 

international protection, a recognised refugee and a person enjoying 

subsidiary protection in the country, the purviews of the Ministry of 

WKH IQWHULRU� WKH MLQLVWU\ RI (GXFDWLRQ� YRXWK DQG SSRUWV DQG WKH PROLFH  
of the Czech Republic in this area of the public administration, the State 

Integration Programme and asylum facilities.

IQ ����� no amendment to the Asylum Act was passed. During 

WKH DXWXPQ RI ����� OHJLVODWLYH ZRUN ZDV VWDUWHG RQ an amendment 
to Ordinance No. 328/2015 Coll., implementing the Asylum Act 
and the Act on the Temporary Protection of Foreign Nationals, as 
amended. The objective of the change, which this legislation is to bring, 
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is to respond to the current developments in asylum policy and to amend 

the existing list of safe countries of origin11 E\ DGGLQJ D WRWDO RI �� QHZ 
FRXQWULHV �VXFK DV AOJHULD� GKDQD� TXQLVLD DV ZHOO DV MROGRYD��� GHRUJLD�� 

DQG 8NUDLQH���� TKH OHJLVODWLYH SURFHVV ZDV FRPSOHWHG LQ MDUFK �����

§	AFW NR� �������� &ROO�� on the Protection of the State Borders 
of the Czech Republic and on amendments to certain related Acts

TKLV AFW HQWHUHG LQWR IRUFH RQ � AXJXVW ����� TKLV AFW was not amended 

LQ �����

BXLOGLQJ RQ RHJXODWLRQ �(8� �������� RI WKH (XURSHDQ PDUOLDPHQW DQG 
RI WKH &RXQFLO RI � MDUFK ���� RQ D 8QLRQ &RGH RQ WKH UXOHV JRYHUQLQJ 
the movement of persons across borders (Schengen Borders Code), 

as amended, this Act governs the protection of the state borders 

DJDLQVW XQDXWKRULVHG FURVVLQJ� IW GH¿QHV WKH WHUPV DQG FRQGLWLRQV IRU 
setting up a border crossing at an international airport, the obligations  

of airplane captains and airport operators as well as the rules for 

temporary re-establishment of the protection of internal borders, 

offences and administrative torts related to the protection of borders.

§	AFW NR� �������� &ROO�� on the Temporary Protection of Foreign 
Nationals, as amended  

TKLV AFW GH¿QHV WKH FRQGLWLRQV IRU WKH HQWU\ DQG UHVLGHQFH RI D IRUHLJQ 
national in the territory of the CR for the purpose of provision of tem-

porary protection and the conditions for their departure from the 

country, and governs the proceedings on the granting and withdrawal  

11 This is an option provided for by the Asylum Act, which permits conducting a fast-track 

asylum procedure, if other conditions are met.

�� With the exception of Transnistria.

�� With the exception of Abkhazia and South Ossetia.

�� With the exception of the Crimean Peninsula and the parts of the Donetsk and Luhansk 

Oblasts controlled by pro-Russian separatists.
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of a residence permit for the purpose of provision of temporary protection 

in the territory of the CR, the legal status of a foreign national who 

applies for a residence permit for the purpose of temporary protection 

and a foreign national who has been granted a residence permit for the 

purpose of temporary protection. This Act was not amended LQ �����  

§	AFW NR� �������� &ROO�� on Employment, as amended 

AFW NR� �������� &ROO�� RQ (PSOR\PHQW� DV DPHQGHG� GH¿QHV WKH FRQGLWLRQV 
IRU HPSOR\PHQW RI IRUHLJQ QDWLRQDOV LQ WKH WHUULWRU\ RI WKH &R� IQ ����� QR 
legislation was adopted within the purview of the MoLSA with a direct impact 

on employment of foreign nationals. Only Announcement of the MoLSA 

NR� ������� &ROO�� RQ WKH APRXQW RI AYHUDJH GURVV AQQXDO :DJH LQ WKH 
&R IRU WKH YHDU ���� IRU WKH PXUSRVHV RI IVVXLQJ BOXH &DUGV ZDV LVVXHG��.

The legislative process of amending the Employment Act, amending 

AFW NR� �������� &ROO�� RQ WKH RHVLGHQFH RI )RUHLJQ NDWLRQDOV LQ WKH 
Territory of the CR and on Amendments to Certain Acts, as amended, 

DQG RWKHU UHODWHG AFWV� ZDV VWDUWHG LQ �����

§	AFW NR� �������� &ROO�� on the Citizenship of the Czech Republic 
and on amendments to certain Acts 

TKLV AFW GH¿QHV WKH ZD\V RI DFTXLULQJ� ORVLQJ� SURYLQJ DQG DVFHUWDLQLQJ 
the citizenship of the CR, the ways of issuing certificates on the 

citizenship of the CR, it governs the maintenance of the register  

RI QDWXUDO SHUVRQV ZKR DFTXLUHG RU ORVW WKH FLWL]HQVKLS RI WKH &R DQG LW 
governs the proceedings relating to the matter of citizenship and the 

offences relating to citizenship. 

�� PXUVXDQW WR SHFWLRQ ���D��� RI AFW NR� �������� &ROO�� RQ WKH RHVLGHQFH RI )RUHLJQ 
Nationals in the Territory of the Czech Republic and on amendments to certain Acts, as 

DPHQGHG E\ AFW NR� �������� &ROO� DQG AFW NR� �������� &ROO�� WKH MRLSA DQQRXQFHV WKDW 
EDVHG RQ WKH DYHUDJH JURVV PRQWKO\ ZDJH LQ WKH &]HFK RHSXEOLF LQ ���� LQ WKH DPRXQW 
RI &ZK ������� WKH DYHUDJH JURVV DQQXDO ZDJH LQ WKH &]HFK RHSXEOLF IRU WKH SHULRG IURP  
� MD\ ���� WR �� ASULO ���� DPRXQWV WR &ZK ��������
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'XULQJ WKH \HDU ����� WKH OHJLVODWLYH DFWLYLWLHV ZHUH SULPDULO\ IRFXVHG 
on the bill amending the Act on the Residence of Foreign Nationals 

LQ RUGHU WR HQVXUH WKH WUDQVSRVLWLRQ RI 'LUHFWLYH �(8� ��������  
RI WKH (XURSHDQ PDUOLDPHQW DQG RI WKH &RXQFLO RI �� MD\ ���� RQ 
the conditions of entry and residence of third-country nationals for 

the purposes of research, studies, training, voluntary service, pupil 

exchange schemes or educational projects and au pairing.

The legislative work on a bill governing foreign relationships in 

FRQQHFWLRQ ZLWK WKH SRVVLEOH H[LW RI WKH 8QLWHG KLQJGRP IURP WKH 
(XURSHDQ 8QLRQ ZLWKRXW DQ\ GHDO ZDV DOVR FRPPHQFHG LQ �����

2.1 POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS

Political Situation in the Country

IQ JDQXDU\ ����� SUHVLGHQWLDO HOHFWLRQV WRRN SODFH� LQ ZKLFK MLORã ZHPDQ 
ZDV UH�HOHFWHG WR KROG WKH RI¿FH RI WKH PUHVLGHQW RI WKH &]HFK RHSXEOLF 
IRU DQRWKHU ¿YH�\HDU WHUP� +LV RSSRVLQJ FDQGLGDWH LQ WKH VHFRQG URXQG 
ZDV JLĜt 'UDKRã� D IRUPHU &KDLUPDQ RI WKH AFDGHP\ RI SFLHQFHV� OQ  
�� JXQH ����� WKH VHFRQG FDELQHW RI AQGUHM BDELã ZDV QRPLQDWHG� 
ZKLFK UHFHLYHG D YRWH RI FRQ¿GHQFH IURP WKH &KDPEHU RI 'HSXWLHV 
RQ �� JXO\ ����� IW LV D PLQRULW\ FDELQHW FRQVLVWLQJ RI UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV  
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RI WKH ANO PRYHPHQW DQG WKH ČSS' SDUW\� (OHFWLRQV WR WKH SHQDWH DQG 
ORFDO HOHFWLRQV DOVR WRRN SODFH LQ �����

TKLV \HDU ZDV DOVR VLJQL¿FDQW IRU WKH &]HFK RHSXEOLF EHFDXVH LW ZDV WKH 
one-hundredth anniversary of the founding of the independent state. 

VDULRXV FXOWXUDO HYHQWV DQG SDUDGHV WRRN SODFH DOO RYHU WKH FRXQWU\�

2.2 LEGISLATIVE DEVELOPMENTS

A OHJLVODWLYH SURFHVV UHODWLQJ WR WKH ELOO DPHQGLQJ AFW NR� �������� 
&ROO� RQ WKH RHVLGHQFH RI )RUHLJQ NDWLRQDOV� ZDV XQGHU ZD\ LQ �����

Also, at the end of the year, legislative work was started on a bill 

defining certain relationships in connection with the possible exit  

RI WKH 8QLWHG KLQJGRP IURP WKH (XURSHDQ 8QLRQ ZLWKRXW DQ\ DJUHHPHQW� 
ZKLFK ZRXOG GH¿QH WKH IXWXUH PXWXDO UHODWLRQVKLS DQG VHWWOHPHQW  
of these two subjects of international law.

§	Act No. 326/1999 Coll., on the Residence of Foreign Nationals

§	'XULQJ WKH \HDU ����� WKHUH ZDV D OHJLVODWLYH SURFHVV WDNLQJ SODFH� 
ZKLFK ZDV FRQQHFWHG ZLWK D ELOO DPHQGLQJ AFW NR� �������� &ROO�� RQ 
the Residence of Foreign Nationals in the Territory of the CR and on 

amendments to certain Acts, as amended, and other related Acts. 

It was presented particularly in order to ensure the transposition 

RI 'LUHFWLYH �(8� �������� RI WKH (XURSHDQ PDUOLDPHQW DQG RI WKH 
&RXQFLO RI �� MD\ ���� RQ WKH FRQGLWLRQV RI HQWU\ DQG UHVLGHQFH  
of third-country nationals for the purposes of research, studies, 

training, voluntary service, pupil exchange schemes or educational 

projects and au pairing. The Act on the Residence of Foreign Nationals 

introduces the obligation to complete an adaptation-integration course 

after arrival in the Czech Republic and integration on a regional level 
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is to be institutionally anchored by transferring the Centres for the 

Integration of Foreign Nationals to a government system. It has also 

been proposed to amend the legal authorisation of the government to 

LVVXH TXRWDV IRU HFRQRPLF PLJUDWLRQ� GRYHUQPHQW UHJXODWLRQV WR EH 
LVVXHG XQGHU WKLV OHJDO DXWKRULVDWLRQ ZLOO GH¿QH WUDQVSDUHQW TXDQWLWDWLYH 
TXRWDV� ZKLFK ZLOO EH GLYLGHG LQWR FDWHJRULHV FRUUHVSRQGLQJ WR WKH 
TXDOLWDWLYH DVSHFWV RI PLJUDWLRQ QHHGV� TKH ELOO ZDV DSSURYHG E\ WKH 
JRYHUQPHQW RQ � JXQH ����� TKHUHDIWHU� WKH &KDPEHU RI 'HSXWLHV 
RI WKH PDUOLDPHQW RI WKH &]HFK RHSXEOLF SDVVHG WKH ELOO RQ �� MDUFK 
����� SXEVHTXHQWO\� WKH ELOO ZDV SUHVHQWHG WR WKH SHQDWH� ZKLFK 
GLVFXVVHG WKH ELOO RQ � MD\ ���� GXULQJ LWV �th session and returned 

WKH ELOO WR WKH &KDPEHU RI 'HSXWLHV ZLWK DPHQGPHQWV� OQ �� JXQH 
����� WKH &KDPEHU RI 'HSXWLHV RQFH DJDLQ SDVVHG WKH ELOO DPHQGLQJ 
WKH AFW� TKH DPHQGPHQW ZLOO FRPH LQWR IRUFH RQ �� JXO\ ����� 

§	AW WKH HQG RI WKH \HDU ����� WKH OHJLVODWLYH ZRUN ZDV VWDUWHG RQ  
D ELOO GH¿QLQJ FHUWDLQ UHODWLRQVKLSV LQ FRQQHFWLRQ ZLWK WKH H[LW RI WKH 
8QLWHG KLQJGRP IURP WKH (XURSHDQ 8QLRQ ZLWKRXW DQ\ DJUHHPHQW� 
ZKLFK ZRXOG GH¿QH WKH IXWXUH PXWXDO UHODWLRQVKLS DQG VHWWOHPHQW  
of these two subjects of international law. The purpose of the proposed 

legislation is to prepare the Czech Republic for a situation, in which 

WKH 8QLWHG KLQJGRP ZLOO EH YLHZHG DV D WKLUG FRXQWU\ IURP WKH SRLQW 
of view of national legislation after what is referred to as a “hard 

BUH[LW �́ :LWK UHJDUG WR WKH JXDUDQWHHV� ZKLFK WKH 8QLWHG KLQJGRP 
declared for the European citizens found in its territory even after 

WKH GDWH RI WKH H[LW RI WKH 8QLWHG KLQJGRP IURP WKH (XURSHDQ 8QLRQ� 
measures ensuring reciprocity towards a similar offer from the British 

side have been proposed in selected areas. The bill is designed as  

D WHPSRUDU\ AFW� LW ZLOO H[SLUH DW WKH HQG RI WKH \HDU ����� DQG E\ 
WKDW WLPH� WKH FLWL]HQV RI WKH 8QLWHG KLQJGRP PXVW ¿OH DQ DSSOLFDWLRQ 
for a residence permit intended for third-country nationals and must 

GR VR LQ WKH WHUULWRU\ RI WKH &]HFK RHSXEOLF� AV RI �� 'HFHPEHU ����� 
the proposed Act will expire and so will any special treatment of the 
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FLWL]HQV RI WKH 8QLWHG KLQJGRP� TKH ELOO ZDV GLVFXVVHG DQG DSSURYHG 
E\ WKH JRYHUQPHQW RQ � JDQXDU\ �����

§	Act No. 325/1999 Coll., on Asylum – no amendment to the Asylum 

AFW ZDV SDVVHG LQ �����

§	'XULQJ WKH DXWXPQ RI ����� OHJLVODWLYH ZRUN ZDV VWDUWHG RQ DQ DPHQGPHQW 
WR OUGLQDQFH NR� �������� &ROO�� LPSOHPHQWLQJ WKH AV\OXP AFW DQG WKH 
Act on the Temporary Protection of Foreign Nationals, as amended. 

The objective of the change, which this legislation is to bring, is to 

respond to the current developments in asylum policy and to amend 

WKH H[LVWLQJ OLVW RI VDIH FRXQWULHV RI RULJLQ E\ DGGLQJ D WRWDO RI �� QHZ 
FRXQWULHV �VXFK DV AOJHULD� GKDQD� TXQLVLD DV ZHOO DV MROGRYD� GHRUJLD 
DQG 8NUDLQH�� TKH OHJLVODWLYH SURFHVV ZDV FRPSOHWHG LQ MDUFK �����

§	Act No. 435/2004 Coll., on Employment (with regard to 
immigration) – no amendment to the Employment Act was passed 

LQ �����

2.3 DEBATES IN THE MEDIA

IQ ����� PLJUDWLRQ DQG WRSLFV UHODWHG WR IRUHLJQ QDWLRQDOV LQ WKH &]HFK 
Republic still received considerable media coverage but to a much lower 

extent that in the previous years. In this respect, it was most often 

possible to see reports related to the employment of foreign nationals 

in the CR (the Czech Republic has the lowest unemployment rate 

DFURVV WKH (8 MHPEHU SWDWHV DQG D ODFN RI ODERXU IRUFHV� ZKLFK LW WULHV 
to overcome with incoming foreign workers). Close attention was also 

paid to an amendment to the Act on the Residence of Foreign Nationals, 

the changes proposed in the amendment and their impacts. The Czech 

media also followed the developments along migration routes and the 

LOOHJDO PLJUDWLRQ LQWR WKH (8 LQ JHQHUDO�
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In the media and public debates, attention was paid (to a varying 
degree)	particularly	to	the	following	topics:

§	employment of foreign nationals in the CR (for example, employment 

RI 8NUDLQLDQV� WKH SURJUDPPHV IRU IRUHLJQ ZRUNHUV� ODFN RI ³ORFDO´ 
workers and the related demand for foreign workers among companies, 

the measures taken in the municipalities in the vicinity of industrial 

zones),

§	 foreign nationals in the CR in general (for example, how many  

of them live here, the integration of foreigners, the crime rate among 

foreigners, police checks),

§	the amendment to the Act on the Residence of Foreign Nationals, 

the proposed measures and their impacts,

§	the situation along migration routes (the number of migrants arriving 

in Europe on land/by sea),

§	WKH VLWXDWLRQ LQ GHUPDQ\ DQG WKH GHUPDQ PLJUDWLRQ SROLF\�
§	the Schengen borders and re-introduction of border checks,

§	the security-related aspects of migration,

§	concerns about Islam and migration and other manifestations  

RI [HQRSKRELD IURP FRXQWULHV RXWVLGH WKH (8 DV ZHOO DV LQ WKH (8�
§	terrorist attacks related to Islam (put in the context with the migration 

crisis),

§	public opinion polls regarding the migration crisis/foreigners,

§	 illegal migration,

§	WKH FRXUVH RI DFWLRQ WDNHQ E\ WKH VLVHJUDG )RXU �V�� VWDWHV RQ WKH 
issue of migration,

§	the sending of Czech policepersons to the Republic of North Macedonia, 

+XQJDU\� SORYHQLD� SHUELD� BXOJDULD DQG GUHHFH�
§	WKH PHDVXUHV DJDLQVW PLJUDQWV LQ +XQJDU\�
§	the activities of the CR in connection with the migration crisis abroad 

�IRU H[DPSOH� WKH ¿QDQFLDO LQYROYHPHQW RI WKH &R LQ WKH DUHDV DIIHFWHG 
E\ WKH PLJUDWLRQ FULVLV� WKH M('(VA& DQG ALG LQ PODFH SURJUDPPHV��

§	WKH JUDQWLQJ RI LQWHUQDWLRQDO SURWHFWLRQ LQ WKH (8�
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§	the Christians from China who applied for international protection 

in the Czech Republic.  

'XULQJ WKH \HDU ����� YDULRXV GHEDWHV� FRQIHUHQFHV� OHFWXUHV DQG RWKHU 
events related to the issues of migration and foreigners continued to 

WDNH SODFH �RUJDQLVHG E\ QRQ�JRYHUQPHQWDO QRQ�SUR¿W RUJDQLVDWLRQV 
�NGOV�� WKLQN�WDQNV� XQLYHUVLWLHV� VFLHQWL¿F LQVWLWXWLRQV� SROLWLFDO SDUWLHV� 
JRYHUQPHQWDO LQVWLWXWLRQV DV ZHOO DV RSSRQHQWV RI PLJUDWLRQ�� +RZHYHU� 
WKH DPRXQW RI VXFK DFWLYLWLHV LQ ���� ZDV QRWDEO\ ORZHU LQ FRPSDULVRQ 
with the previous years. In spite of the decline of interest in these issues 

among the media and the general public, migration and foreigners were 

VWLOO VLJQL¿FDQW DQG GLVFXVVHG VRFLDO WRSLFV�
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IQ WKH \HDU ����� D WRWDO RI 566,931 foreign nationals were 

staying in the territory of the CR on a long-term basis (for a period 

ORQJHU WKDQ �� GD\V�� AW WKH HQG RI WKH \HDU ����� IRUHLJQ QDWLRQDOV 
DFFRXQWHG IRU DSSUR[LPDWHO\ ��� � RI WKH SRSXODWLRQ RI WKH &R� 
ZKLFK KDV JURZQ E\ ��� SHUFHQWDJH SRLQW LQ FRPSDULVRQ ZLWK WKH 
\HDU ����� &LWL]HQV RI 8NUDLQH ���������� SORYDNLD ��������� DQG 
VLHWQDP �������� ZHUH WKH ODUJHVW JURXSV DPRQJ IRUHLJQ QDWLRQDOV�

The implementation of all economic migration projects, which had 

EHHQ ODXQFKHG LQ WKH SUHYLRXV \HDUV� FRQWLQXHG LQ ���� DQG D QHZ 
project titled “Other States Regime” was created by modifying an 

DOUHDG\ H[LVWLQJ SURMHFW FDOOHG ³8NUDLQH RHJLPH �́ TKH QHZ SURMHFW 
was opened for the citizens of Mongolia, Serbia and Philippines.

IQ ����� WKH V\VWHP IRU HQVXULQJ DZDUHQHVV RI IRUHLJQ QDWLRQDOV 
was being strengthened, this included creating a new Centre for 
the Support of the Integration of Foreigners in the Region 
of Central Bohemia� ZKLFK KDV LWV RI¿FHV LQ BHQHãRY� KODGQR� 
KXWQi +RUD� MODGi BROHVODY DQG PĜtEUDP� IQ RUGHU WR IDFLOLWDWH WKH 
communication of foreign nationals and the processing of their 

matters, assistance was provided to foreign nationals at the DAMP 

OI¿FHV IRU WKH RHVLGHQFH RI )RUHLJQ NDWLRQDOV RQ D FRQWLQXHG EDVLV�
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5,287 foreign nationals DFTXLUHG WKH citizenship of the Czech 

RHSXEOLF ODVW \HDU� APRQJ WKHP� ����� IRUHLJQ QDWLRQDOV ZHUH JUDQWHG 
WKH FLWL]HQVKLS DQG ����� SHUVRQV DFTXLUHG WKH FLWL]HQVKLS RI WKH 
Czech Republic based on a declaration.

3.1 FOREIGN NATIONALS WITH RESIDENCE PERMITS IN THE 
TERRITORY OF THE CR – STATISTICS

Numbers of Foreign Nationals with Residence Permit in the 
Territory of the CR

AV RI �� 'HFHPEHU ����� a total of 566,931 foreign nationals were 

registered as legally staying in the territory of the CR (for a period 

ORQJHU WKDQ �� GD\V���� ZKLFK UHSUHVHQWV DQ LQFUHDVH E\ ������ SHUVRQV 
LQ FRPSDULVRQ ZLWK WKH HQG RI WKH \HDU ����� TKH \HDU�RQ�\HDU LQFUHDVH 
RI WKH QXPEHU RI IRUHLJQ QDWLRQDOV ZDV ��� �� ZKLFK ZDV WKH KLJKHVW 
\HDU�RQ�\HDU SHUFHQWDJH LQFUHDVH VLQFH ���� �DIWHU ZKLFK WKH HFRQRPLF 
crisis occurred).

AW WKH HQG RI WKH \HDU ����� IRUHLJQ QDWLRQDOV DFFRXQWHG IRU DSSUR[LPDWHO\ 
5.3 % of the population of the Czech Republic, which represents 

D ��� SHUFHQWDJH SRLQW LQFUHDVH DV FRPSDUHG WR WKH \HDU �����

�� TKLV ¿JXUH LQFOXGHV IRUHLJQ QDWLRQDOV ZLWK UHVLGHQFH SHUPLWV LQ WKH &R� UHJLVWHUHG LQ WKH 
Alien Information System (AIS). Nevertheless, the actual numbers of foreign nationals 

legally staying in the territory of the CR may be different because the registered number 

RI IRUHLJQ QDWLRQDOV GRHV QRW LQFOXGH DOO WKH FLWL]HQV RI RWKHU (8 MHPEHU SWDWHV VWD\LQJ LQ 
WKH &R� TKH VWDWLVWLFDO VWDWHPHQWV RQO\ UHJLVWHU WKRVH FLWL]HQV RI WKH (8 ZKR DSSOLHG IRU 
RU ZKR ZHUH LVVXHG D WHPSRUDU\ UHVLGHQFH FHUWL¿FDWH� TKRVH ZKR MXVW H[HUFLVH WKHLU ULJKW 
are not statistically recorded.
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Table	1: +LVWRU\ RI WKH QXPEHUV RI IRUHLJQ QDWLRQDOV ZLWK UHVLGHQFH 
SHUPLWV LQ WKH WHUULWRU\ RI WKH &R �����±�����

Source: IS AIS

Permanent and Temporary Residence

The rate of growth of the number of foreign nationals staying 
temporarily in the territory of the Czech Republic has been rising 
in recent years. While the year-on-year increase for temporary residence 

ZDV MXVW EHORZ � � LQ ���� DQG DURXQG � � LQ WKH IROORZLQJ WZR \HDUV� 
WKHUH ZDV D \HDU�RQ�\HDU LQFUHDVH E\ ���� � LQ ����� The increase 
of the number of foreign nationals in the category of temporary 
residence pertains particularly to third-country nationals. The 

number of persons in the category of temporary residence increased 

E\ ������ SHUVRQV� DPRQJ ZKRP WKHUH ZHUH ������ WKLUG�FRXQWU\ 
QDWLRQDOV �L�H� ���� ���

There has been an opposite trend in the category of permanent 
residence. The year-on-year increase for permanent residence was 

��� � �������� 

Year  
(as of 31  
December)

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
 

2017 

Number 
of foreign 
nationals

436,301 433,305 425,301 436,389 438,213 441,536 451,923 467,562 496,413 526,811

Year-on-year 
change 
in %

11.3 % -0.7 % -1.8 % 2.6 % 0.4 % 0.8 % 2.4 % 3.5 % 6.2 % 6.1 %

2018

566,931

7.6 %
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Chart	1: +LVWRU\ RI WKH QXPEHUV RI IRUHLJQ QDWLRQDOV ZLWK WHPSRUDU\ 
residence permits and permanent residence permits in the CR

Source: IS AIS

If the foreign nationals are distinguished into the category  
of the citizens of EU Member States��  and other states, which are 

bound by the Agreement on the European Economic Area�� (hereinafter 

UHIHUUHG WR DV ³(8 FLWL]HQV´� DQG WKH FDWHJRU\ RI IRUHLJQ QDWLRQDOV IURP 
QRQ�(8 FRXQWULHV �WKDW LV� IRUHLJQ QDWLRQDOV IURP FRXQWULHV UHIHUUHG 
to as “third countries”), it is clear that the larger category in terms 

of numbers consists of third-country nationals who accounted 
for 59 % of foreign nationals staying in the Czech Republic at 
the end of the year 2018, which represented 334,438 persons. 

TKHLU QXPEHU LQFUHDVHG E\ ��� � RQ D \HDU�RQ�\HDU EDVLV� ZKLFK LV  
D ��� SHUFHQWDJH SRLQW KLJKHU \HDU�RQ�\HDU LQFUHDVH FRPSDUHG WR WKH 
SUHYLRXV \HDU �WKHLU QXPEHUV LQFUHDVHG E\ ��� � LQ ������
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�� Belgium, Bulgaria, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Croatia, Ireland, Italy, Cyprus, 

LLWKXDQLD� LDWYLD� LX[HPERXUJ� +XQJDU\� MDOWD� GHUPDQ\� WKH NHWKHUODQGV� PRODQG� PRUWXJDO� 
AXVWULD� RRPDQLD� GUHHFH� SORYDNLD� SORYHQLD� SSDLQ� SZHGHQ� WKH 8QLWHG KLQJGRP�
�� Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway, Switzerland.
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IQ WKH FDWHJRU\ RI WHPSRUDU\ UHVLGHQFH� IRUHLJQ QDWLRQDOV IURP WKH (8 
Member States have predominated over third-country nationals since 

����� AW WKH HQG RI WKH \HDU ����� WKH (8 FLWL]HQV VWD\LQJ LQ WKH WHUULWRU\ 
RI WKH &R LQ WKH FDWHJRU\ RI WHPSRUDU\ UHVLGHQFH DFFRXQWHG IRU ���� � 
RI WKH WRWDO QXPEHU RI WKH (8 FLWL]HQV� TKH VLWXDWLRQ LV WKH RSSRVLWH ZLWK 
WKLUG�FRXQWU\ QDWLRQDOV ± ���� � RI WKHP ZHUH VWD\LQJ LQ WKH WHUULWRU\ RI 
the CR in the category of permanent residence. Therefore, it is still true 

that foreign nationals from the EU countries most often reside in 
the CR on a temporary basis, while the majority of third-country 
nationals reside in the CR on a permanent basis but there has been 

D PRUH VLJQL¿FDQW LQFUHDVH RI WKH QXPEHU RI WKLUG�FRXQWU\ QDWLRQDOV LQ 
the category of temporary residence during the last year.

Citizenship of Foreign Nationals

The percentages of foreign nationals residing in the CR have 
remained almost unchanged on a long-term basis as concerns 
their citizenships� TKH RUGHU RI WKH WRS �� FLWL]HQVKLSV RI IRUHLJQ 
nationals has only changed in that Poland moved up to the fourth 

SRVLWLRQ� VXUSDVVLQJ GHUPDQ\� OWKHUZLVH� WKH RUGHU LV WKH VDPH DV LQ 
the previous year.

At	the	end	of	the	year	2018,	citizens	from	these	3	countries: 
Ukraine ���������� Slovakia ��������� and Vietnam �������� accounted 
for more than a half of foreign nationals (54.6 %) with residence 
permits in the territory of the CR. The other citizenships follow after 

a relatively large gap.
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Table	2: TOP �� FLWL]HQVKLSV RI IRUHLJQ QDWLRQDOV ZLWK UHVLGHQFH SHUPLWV 
LQ WKH &R E\ UHVLGHQFH FDWHJRU\ �DV RI �� 'HFHPEHU �����

Source: IS AIS

IQ ����� ZLWKLQ WKH WRS �� FLWL]HQVKLSV� WKH KLJKHVW SHUFHQWDJH LQFUHDVHV 
were seen with the citizens of Romania �������� L�H� ����� �� L�H� 
�������� Mongolia ������� L�H� ����� �� L�H� ������� DQG Bulgaria 

�������� L�H� ���� L�H� �������� NHYHUWKHOHVV� LQ DEVROXWH WHUPV� WKH 
KLJKHVW LQFUHDVHV ZHUH VHHQ ZLWK WKH FLWL]HQV RI 8NUDLQH ��������� DQG 
SORYDNLD ���������

Foreign Nationals by Gender and Age

Among the foreign nationals with residence permits in the territory  

of the CR, men continued to predominate LQ ���� �������� PHQ� 
L�H� ���� ��� TKH UDWLR EHWZHHQ PHQ DQG ZRPHQ LV PRUH EDODQFHG 
with those foreign nationals who reside permanently in the territory 

Type of residence Number
Percentage 

(%)
on- year 

change (%)

Of which 

Permanent 
residence i.e. % Temporary 

residence i.e. %

Foreign nationals in total                                         566,931 100.0 7.6 290,679 51.3 276,252 48.7

among whom the highest numbers of citizens are from: 

Ukraine 131,709 23.2 12.1 84,996 29.2 46,713 16.9

Slovakia 116,817 20.6 4.5 50,229 17.3 66,588 24.1

Vietnam 61,143 10.8 2.2 51,405 17.7 9,738 3.5

Russian Federation 38,223 6.7 3.8 21,635 7.4 16,588 6.0

Poland 21,279 3.8 3.0 10,815 3.7 10,464 3.8

Germany 21,267 3.8 0.0 4,486 1.5 16,781 6.1

Bulgaria 15,593 2.8 13.0 5,271 1.8 10,322 3.7

Romania 14,684 2.6 16.9 3,729 1.3 10,955 4.0

United States of America 9,510 1.7 -0.5 3,426 1.2 6,084 2.2

Mongolia 9,081 1.6 14.9 5,167 1.8 3,914 1.4

EU citizens 232,493 41.0 5.4 87,316 37.6 145,177 62.4

Third-country nationals 334,438   59.0  9.2   203,363  60.8 131,075   39.2
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of the CR. In the category of permanent residence, the share of men 

ZDV ���� �� IQ WKH FDWHJRU\ RI WHPSRUDU\ UHVLGHQFH� WKH VKDUH RI PHQ 
ZDV KLJKHU� VSHFL¿FDOO\ ���� �� TKH GLIIHUHQFHV LQ WKH SHUFHQWDJHV  
of foreign nationals with respect to gender in the individual categories 

of residence can be linked to the nature of temporary residence, which 

is mostly provisional and mainly economically motivated.

The differences mentioned above, resulting from the work-related nature 

RI UHVLGHQFH� DUH DOVR UHÀHFWHG LQ WKH DJH VWUXFWXUH RI IRUHLJQ QDWLRQDOV� 
AV RI �� 'HFHPEHU ����� SHUVRQV DW DQ HFRQRPLFDOO\ DFWLYH DJH FOHDUO\ 
predominated among foreign nationals with residence permits in the 

WHUULWRU\ RI WKH &R� TKHVH IRUHLJQ QDWLRQDOV DW WKH DJH RI ����� \HDUV  
ZKR QXPEHUHG ������� DFFRXQWHG IRU ���� � RI WKH WRWDO QXPEHU  
RI IRUHLJQ QDWLRQDOV� ������ SHUVRQV \RXQJHU WKDQ �� \HDUV ZLWK UHVL-
dence permits in the country were registered at the end of the year 

����� ZKLFK DFFRXQWHG IRU ���� �.

Chart	2: Age structure of foreign nationals with residence permits in 

WKH &R �DV RI �� 'HFHPEHU �����

Source: IS AIS
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32.6 %

0–18
13.2 %

65+
5.4 %

36–65
48.8 %  



��

L(GAL MIGRATION AN' MOBILITY

3.2 ECONOMIC MIGRATION

AV RI �� 'HFHPEHU ����� WKH UHJLRQDO EUDQFK RI¿FHV RI WKH (PSOR\PHQW 
AJHQF\ RI WKH &]HFK RHSXEOLF �ÒP ČR� registered a total of 568,676 
foreign workers in the positions of employees, which was 20.4 % 
more than in 2017 (there were 472,354 foreign workers in that 
year)� A WRWDO RI ������� IRUHLJQ ZRUNHUV �L�H� ���� �� FDPH IURP 
WKH (8 MHPEHU SWDWHV� WKH (XURSHDQ (FRQRPLF AUHD DQG SZLW]HUODQG 
�KHUHLQDIWHU UHIHUUHG WR DV ³(8�((A DQG SZLW]HUODQG´�� LQFOXGLQJ WKHLU 
family members. Among them, the largest groups consisted of the citizens 

of Slovakia �������� LQIRUPDWLRQ FDUGV�� Poland ������� LQIRUPDWLRQ 
cards), Romania ������� LQIRUPDWLRQ FDUGV� DQG Bulgaria ������� 
LQIRUPDWLRQ FDUGV�� TKHUH ZHUH D WRWDO RI ������� IRUHLJQ ZRUNHUV IURP 
DPRQJ WKRVH ZKR ZHUH QRW FLWL]HQV RI WKH (8�((A MHPEHU SWDWHV DQG 
SZLW]HUODQG ± WKLUG�FRXQWU\ QDWLRQDOV �L�H� ���� ��� ZLWK WKH KLJKHVW 
numbers found among the citizens of Ukraine ������� LQIRUPDWLRQ FDUGV�� 

� ������ ZRUN SHUPLWV��), the Russian Federation ������� LQIRUPDWLRQ 
FDUGV � ����� ZRUN SHUPLWV� DQG Vietnam ������ LQIRUPDWLRQ FDUGV � 
����� ZRUN SHUPLWV��

With respect to territorial structure, the highest number of foreign 
workers in the positions of employees has been seen in the Capital city 
of Prague (191,494) on a long-term basis, followed by the Region of 
Central Bohemia ��������� the Region of South Moravia �������� 
and the Region of Pilsen ���������

Foreign nationals with free access to the labour market accounted 
for the majority of foreign workers in 2018. According to the 

UHJLVWHU� WKH WRWDO QXPEHU RI ������� IRUHLJQ ZRUNHUV LQFOXGHG 366,624 
information cards of the citizens of the EU/EEA Member States 

�� This includes workers from third countries who do not need an employment permit, an 

Employee Card, a Blue Card or an intra-corporate transferee card.

�� This includes employment permits, Employment Cards, Blue Cards and possibly intra-

corporate transferee cards.
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and Switzerland, including their family members, and 124,674 

�L�H� ���� ���) information cards of third-country nationals. Among 

the foreign workers who enter the labour market with a work permit, 
their total number of 77,378 �L�H� ���� ���� LQFOXGHG ������ (PSOR\HH 
Card holders��� ������ HPSOR\PHQW SHUPLW KROGHUV DQG ��� BOXH &DUG 
KROGHUV DV RI �� 'HFHPEHU �����

As of 31 December 2018, a total of 2,102 job agencies, entities 

ZLWK D OLFHQVH WR PHGLDWH HPSOR\PHQW� LVVXHG E\ WKH GHQHUDO 'LUHFWRUDWH  
of the Employment Agency, were registered, including 1,028 job agencies 

licensed for agency employment, i.e. licensed to mediate employment 

SXUVXDQW WR WKH SURYLVLRQ RI SHFWLRQ ������E��� of the Employment Act, 

and 1,661 job agencies were licensed to mediate employment pursuant 

WR WKH SURYLVLRQ RI ������D��� and (c)�� of the Employment Act.

IQ WKH \HDU ����� D WRWDO RI 161,582 foreign nationals were registered 
in the positions of employees of job agencies who were temporarily 
assigned to perform work for a user� TKLV QXPEHU LQFOXGHG ������� 
FLWL]HQV RI WKH (8�((A MHPEHU SWDWHV DQG SZLW]HUODQG DQG ������ 
third-country nationals.

�� TKH VKDUH RI LQIRUPDWLRQ FDUGV RI WKLUG�FRXQWU\ QDWLRQDOV LQ ���� ZDV ���� ��
�� IQ ����� WKH VKDUH RI IRUHLJQ ZRUNHUV HQWHULQJ WKH ODERXU PDUNHW ZLWK D ZRUN SHUPLW 
ZDV ��� ��
�� This only concerns the Employment Cards recorded in the central register of the MoLSA.

�� Mediation of employment means employment of natural persons for the purpose of their 

performance of work for a user party, which is meant to be another legal entity or natural 

person that assigns work and supervises its performance.

�� Mediation of employment means seeking out a job for a natural person who seeks a job 

and seeking out employees for an employer who seeks new labour forces.

�� MHGLDWLRQ RI HPSOR\PHQW PHDQV D FRQVXOWDQF\ DQG LQIRUPDWLRQDO DFWLYLW\ LQ WKH ¿HOG 
of job opportunities.
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Projects in the Field of Economic Migration

Economic migration projects, which have been created and implemented 

VLQFH ���� DV SDUW RI WKH LQWHUGHSDUWPHQWDO FRRSHUDWLRQ RI WKH FHQWUDO 
governmental authorities, represent an effective tool for supporting 
migration of selected target groups of third-country nationals, 
in whose entry into and residence in the territory of the CR 
the Czech state is interested to an increased degree. Creation 

of migration projects was included among the instruments serving to 

DFFRPSOLVK WKH JRDOV RI WKH &R LQ WKH ¿HOG RI OHJDO PLJUDWLRQ VHW LQ 
WKH GRYHUQPHQW RHVROXWLRQ NR� ��� RI �� JXO\ ���� on the Strategy 

of the Migration Policy of the CR and on the Migration Communication 

Strategy of the CR� SLQFH ����� WKHVH SURMHFWV KDYH EHHQ DSSURYHG E\ 
government resolutions.

The goal of economic migration projects is to	improve	the	efficiency	
of	the	migration	procedure	by	simplifying	the	process	of	filing	
and processing the applications of foreign nationals for residence 
permits or employment permits. The owner of the project or the 

appointed guarantor (business representation) makes decisions on 

inclusion of foreign nationals and domestic entities (employers, business 

corporations, schools), which are directly interested in their arrival, into 

WKH SURMHFW� SURYLGHG WKDW WKH GH¿QHG FULWHULD DUH PHW�

IQ WKH \HDU ����� LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ RI DOO WKH SURMHFWV ODXQFKHG LQ WKH 
previous years continued, and new projects were also created:

§	Fast	Track:	A	Fast	Track	Procedure	for	Intra-corporate	
Transferees and Localised Employees and Statutory Bodies 
of Foreign Investors (the project was launched on 1 February 
2012)
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The target group consists of relocated employees or foreign nationals 

in the positions of statutory bodies of multinational corporations with 

HVWDEOLVKHG EUDQFK RI¿FHV LQ WKH &R� IQ WKH \HDU ����� D WRWDO RI ��� 
workers from third countries, particularly specialists and managers 

IURP WKH ¿HOGV RI LQGXVWU\� GHYHORSPHQW RI LQIRUPDWLRQ WHFKQRORJLHV 
and services, took advantage of this project. The highest numbers  

RI FDQGLGDWHV ZHUH IURP IQGLD ����� WKH 8QLWHG SWDWHV RI APHULFD ���� 
DQG JDSDQ �����

Due to increased interest in this migration project, the Coordination 

Body for Managing the Protection of State Borders and Migration made 

D GHFLVLRQ WR LQFUHDVH WKH DQQXDO TXRWD WR ��� SHUVRQV ZLWK HIIHFW DV 
RI � JXO\ �����

§	The Welcome Package for Investors Project (the project was 
launched on 1 July 2013)

The target group consists of relocated employees or foreign nationals 

in the positions of statutory bodies of multinational corporations with 

QHZO\ HVWDEOLVKHG EUDQFK RI¿FHV LQ WKH &R� IQ WKH \HDU ����� D WRWDO  
RI �� DSSOLFDWLRQV ��� FDQGLGDWHV DQG �� IDPLO\ PHPEHUV� ZHUH LQFOXGHG 
in the project, these were mainly managers and specialists. The latest 

update of the project allows for including even newly incorporated 

FRPSDQLHV GHYHORSLQJ D SURGXFW RU D VHUYLFH� ZKLFK DUH XQLTXH LQ 
WHUPV RI SODFH DQG WLPH� DGGUHVV WKH JLYHQ SUREOHP LQ D XQLTXH DQG 
innovative manner, have the potential of fast growth in terms of sales 

and customers and are built particularly on their founders and usually 

need an investment for their further growth and launch of the product 

on the market (referred to as a “start-up”). The highest numbers  

RI FDQGLGDWHV ZHUH IURP IQGLD ����� &RVWD RLFD ���� DQG BUD]LO �����

:LWK HIIHFW DV RI � OFWREHU ����� WKH &RRUGLQDWLRQ BRG\ IRU MDQDJLQJ 
the Protection of State Borders and Migration approved the option to 
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¿OH DSSOLFDWLRQV LQ (QJOLVK� ZKLFK RQO\ VHUYHV WR WKH SXUSRVHV RI WKH 
Ministry of Industry and Trade and CzechInvest. Furthermore, the list 

of incubators�� has been amended.

§	Special Procedures for Highly Skilled Professionals from 
Ukraine and India, referred to as the “Ukraine and India 
Project” (the project was launched on 9 November 2015)

This project is designed for domestic employers who have been unable 

WR ¿OO D YDFDQW MRE SRVLWLRQ ZLWK D KLJKO\ TXDOL¿HG VSHFLDOLVW IURP DPRQJ 
WKH FLWL]HQV RI WKH &R RU WKH (8 IRU D ORQJ WLPH� TKH JRDO RI WKH SURMHFW 
is to achieve time savings in the process of receiving and processing 

the applications for Employment Cards and Blue Cards for specialists 

IURP 8NUDLQH DQG IQGLD ZKR ZLOO EH SHUIRUPLQJ KLJKO\ TXDOL¿HG MREV LQ 
WKH WHUULWRU\ RI WKH &R LQ WKH ¿HOGV RI SURGXFWLRQ� VHUYLFHV RU LQ WKH 
SXEOLF VHFWRU� SWDUWLQJ IURP �� SHSWHPEHU ����� WKH RULJLQDO 8NUDLQH 
Pilot Project was extended to include India. The Special Procedures for 

+LJKO\ SNLOOHG PURIHVVLRQDOV IURP 8NUDLQH DQG IQGLD SURMHFW ZLOO VLPSOLI\ 
WKH HQWU\ LQWR WKH WHUULWRU\ RI WKH &]HFK RHSXEOLF IRU XS WR ��� KLJKO\ 
VNLOOHG FLWL]HQV RI 8NUDLQH DQG IRU XS WR ��� KLJKO\ VNLOOHG FLWL]HQV  
of India per year.

IQ WRWDO� �� FRPSDQLHV RSHUDWLQJ LQ WKH &]HFK RHSXEOLF DQG ��� MRE 
FDQGLGDWHV IURP 8NUDLQH ZHUH LQFOXGHG LQ WKH PLORW PURMHFW LQ ����� 
WKHUH ZHUH � GRPHVWLF FRPSDQLHV DQG �� FDQGLGDWHV IURP IQGLD ZKR 
took advantage of the fact that the Pilot Project was extended to include 

India. IT professions (software developers, coders and IT specialists, 

etc.) were in the highest demand.

�� A business incubator is an entity, which offers comprehensive services to starting 

EXVLQHVVSHUVRQV� TKHVH VHUYLFHV LQFOXGH SDUWLFXODUO\ WKH OHDVH RI RI¿FH DUHDV� EXVLQHVV 
consultancy, mentoring, workshops and networking events. The incubators in the Welcome 

Package project must have experience with incubation and acceleration programmes, in 

which foreign start-ups participate.



EMN Annual Report on Asylum and Migration Policy 2018

��

According to a decision by the Coordination Body for Managing the 

Protection of State Borders and Migration, it has not been possible to 

LQFOXGH DSSOLFDQWV IRU WKH MRE RI D SKDUPDFLVW VLQFH �� ASULO �����

§	System of Special Treatment for Skilled Employees from Ukraine, 
referred to as “Ukraine Regime” (the project was launched on 
1	August	2016,	a	modification	to	the	system	was	approved	on	
26 April 2017 and entered into force on 1 May 2017)

TKH 8NUDLQH RHJLPH LV GHVLJQHG IRU GRPHVWLF HPSOR\HUV ZKR KDYH EHHQ 
XQDEOH WR ¿OO D YDFDQW MRE SRVLWLRQ ZLWK D PHGLXP�VNLOOHG RU ORZ�VNLOOHG 
ZRUNHU IURP DPRQJ WKH FLWL]HQV RI WKH &R RU WKH (8 IRU D ORQJ WLPH� TKH 
goal of the project is to achieve time savings in the process of receiving 

and processing the applications for Employee Cards for workers from 

8NUDLQH ZKR ZLOO EH SHUIRUPLQJ PHGLXP�VNLOOHG RU ORZ�VNLOOHG MREV LQ WKH 
WHUULWRU\ RI WKH &R LQ WKH ¿HOGV RI SURGXFWLRQ� VHUYLFHV RU LQ WKH SXEOLF 
VHFWRU� GXDUDQWRUV �L�H� WKH &]HFK &KDPEHU RI &RPPHUFH� &]HFKIQYHVW� 
the Confederation of Industry of the Czech Republic, the Confederation 

RI (PSOR\HU DQG BXVLQHVV 8QLRQV RI WKH &R� AVVRFLDWLRQ RI SPDOO DQG 
MHGLXP�SL]HG (QWHUSULVHV DQG &UDIWV &Z� WKH AJUDULDQ &KDPEHU RI WKH 
CR and the Czech Food Chamber) were making decisions on inclusion 

RI D VSHFL¿F HPSOR\HU LQWR WKH 8NUDLQH RHJLPH DQG ZHUH UHVSRQVLEOH 
for assessing the need for inclusion of each employer.

:LWK LWV RHVROXWLRQ NR� �� RI �� JDQXDU\ ����� WKH GRYHUQPHQW RI WKH 
&R RQFH DJDLQ LQFUHDVHG WKH FDSDFLW\ RI WKH 8NUDLQH RHJLPH IURP ����� 
to 19,600 applications� SLQFH � MD\ ����� WKH SURFHVV RI UHFHLYLQJ 
applications for Employee Cards has been outsourced. The applications 

DUH QR ORQJHU ¿OHG ZLWK WKH &RQVXODWH GHQHUDO RI WKH &R LQ LYRY EXW 
WKH\ DUH WR EH ¿OHG ZLWK WKH VLVD &HQWUH LQ LYRY� TKH GRYHUQPHQW RI WKH 
Czech Republic also approved additional staff for the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs and the Ministry of the Interior, which resulted in reducing the 

WLPH UHTXLUHG IRU WKH SURFHVVLQJ RI DSSOLFDWLRQV�
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SLQFH WKH 8NUDLQH RHJLPH ZDV ODXQFKHG� D WRWDO RI DSSUR[LPDWHO\ ������ 
FDQGLGDWHV IURP ����� FRPSDQLHV KDYH EHHQ LQFOXGHG LQ WKH SURMHFW�

IQ ����� a total of 25,228 candidates from 862 companies have 

EHHQ LQFOXGHG LQ WKH 8NUDLQH RHJLPH�

TKH 8NUDLQH RHJLPH LQFOXGHV D VSHFLDO SURFHGXUH IRU UHFHLYLQJ FROOHFWLYH 
DSSOLFDWLRQV IRU (PSOR\HH &DUGV �PRUH WKDQ �� DW RQFH�� TKH DQQXDO TXRWD 
IRU FROOHFWLYH DSSOLFDWLRQV LV ��� SHUVRQV SHU \HDU� )RU D FROOHFWLYH DSSOLFDWLRQ� 
D KLJKHU GHJUHH RI FRRSHUDWLRQ RQ WKH SDUW RI WKH HPSOR\HU LV UHTXLUHG� TKLV 
LQYROYHV ¿UVWO\ WKH REOLJDWLRQ WKDW WKH HPSOR\HU ZLOO GLVFXVV WKH PDWWHU ZLWK 
their existing employees and secondly the obligation that the employer will 

cooperate with a Centre for the support of the integration of foreigners 

and will present a position statement from the local government of the 

municipality where the newly incoming foreigners will be accommodated.

§	Special Procedures for Workers for Agriculture and Food 
Industry from Ukraine (the project was launched on 1 January 
2018)

IQ ����� D QHZ PLJUDWLRQ SURMHFW WLWOHG SSHFLDO PURFHGXUHV IRU :RUNHUV 
IRU AJULFXOWXUH DQG )RRG IQGXVWU\ IURP 8NUDLQH� ZKLFK LV VLPLODU WR WKH 
8NUDLQH RHJLPH EXW RULHQWHG RQ D QDUURZHU JURXS RI HPSOR\HUV DQG 
non-skilled workers can be included in it, too. The government approved 

WKH SURMHFW LQ LWV RHVROXWLRQ NR� ��� RI �� AXJXVW �����

Due to the bark beetle crisis in the Czech Republic, the project was 

PRGL¿HG GXULQJ WKH \HDU ����� IWV DQQXDO TXRWD QRZ DPRXQWV WR ��� 
DSSOLFDQWV IRU DQ (PSOR\HH &DUG DQG ����� DSSOLFDQWV IRU D YLVD IRU  
D VWD\ RI RYHU �� GD\V IRU WKH SXUSRVH RI VHDVRQDO HPSOR\PHQW�
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IQ ����� D WRWDO RI ��� ZRUNHUV ZKR DSSOLHG IRU DQ (PSOR\HH &DUG WRRN 
DGYDQWDJH RI WKH SURMHFW� NR DSSOLFDWLRQ IRU D YLVD IRU D VWD\ RI RYHU �� 
GD\V IRU WKH SXUSRVH RI VHDVRQDO HPSOR\PHQW ZDV ¿OHG LQ �����

§	Other States Regime (the project was launched on 1 May 
2018)

TKH OWKHU SWDWHV RHJLPH ZDV DSSURYHG E\ RHVROXWLRQ NR� �� RI WKH 
GRYHUQPHQW RI WKH &R RI �� JDQXDU\ ����� WKH DFWXDO LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ 
VWDUWHG RQ �� ASULO ����� VSHFL¿FDOO\ IRU PKLOLSSLQHV DQG MRQJROLD� 
OQ �� JXQH ����� WKLV RHJLPH ZDV H[WHQGHG WR LQFOXGH SHUELD XQGHU 
GRYHUQPHQW RHVROXWLRQ NR� ����

TKLV RHJLPH LV VLPLODU WR WKH 8NUDLQH RHJLPH� TKH DQQXDO TXRWD LV ����� 
SHUVRQV IURP PKLOLSSLQHV� ����� SHUVRQV IURP MRQJROLD DQG ����� SHUVRQV 
IURP SHUELD� (DFK PRQWK� D SURSRUWLRQDWH SDUW RI WKH WRWDO DQQXDO TXRWD 
is available and it is necessary to register with the Ministry of Industry 

DQG TUDGH DQG WR ¿OH DQ DSSOLFDWLRQ IRU DQ (PSOR\HH &DUG ZLWK WKH FRGH 
JHQHUDWHG DW WKH WLPH RI UHJLVWUDWLRQ� AIWHU WKH GH¿QHG TXRWD LV ¿OOHG� 
QR DGGLWLRQDO DSSOLFDWLRQV FDQ EH ¿OHG�

IQ ����� WKHUH ZHUH ��� FDQGLGDWHV IURP MRQJROLD IRU �� FRPSDQLHV� 
��� FDQGLGDWHV IURP PKLOLSSLQHV IRU �� FRPSDQLHV DQG ��� FDQGLGDWHV 
IURP SHUELD IRU �� FRPSDQLHV LQFOXGHG LQ WKH OWKHU SWDWHV RHJLPH�

§	Training (the project was launched on 24 November 2014 in 
cooperation with the Confederation of Industry of the CR)

The Training project is intended for third-country nationals who are sent 

by foreign employers to Czech legal entities (typically manufacturers) or 

QDWXUDO SHUVRQV ZLWK WKH DLP RI LQFUHDVLQJ WKHLU VNLOOV DQG TXDOL¿FDWLRQV 
for the purpose of further employment of these foreign nationals at their 

foreign employers, the period of their training cannot be longer than 
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� PRQWKV� IW LV WKH RQO\ SURMHFW GLUHFWO\ SURYLGHG IRU LQ WKH OHJLVODWLRQ� 

��� FDQGLGDWHV ZHUH LQFOXGHG LQ WKH TUDLQLQJ SURMHFW LQ ����� TKH 
KLJKHVW QXPEHUV RI FDQGLGDWHV ZHUH IURP MROGRYD ����� BUD]LO ���� 
DQG 8NUDLQH �����

§	Simplified	Procedure	for	the	Entry	and	Residence	of	Economically	
Significant	Partners	(the	project	was	launched	on	1	September	
2014)

TKH SXUSRVH RI WKH SURMHFW LV WR RIIHU ÀH[LELOLW\ LQ WKH VSHHG DQG PHWKRG 
of receiving applications for a short-term or long-term visa and their 

processing. The project is only implemented for applicants from the 

IROORZLQJ FRXQWULHV� A]HUEDLMDQ� &KLQD� IQGLD� JDSDQ� SRXWK KRUHD� 
&DQDGD� 4DWDU� KD]DNKVWDQ� KXZDLW� OPDQ� WKH RXVVLDQ )HGHUDWLRQ� 
SDXGL AUDELD� WKH 8QLWHG AUDE (PLUDWHV� WKH 8QLWHG SWDWHV RI APHULFD� 
TXUNH\ DQG TDLZDQ� +RZHYHU� LQ LQGLYLGXDO DQG MXVWL¿HG FDVHV� RWKHU 
countries can also be included.

3.3 FAMILY REUNIFICATION 

TKHUH ZHUH QR OHJLVODWLYH FKDQJHV LQ WKLV DUHD LQ �����

IQ ����� � � RI WKH WRWDO QXPEHU RI DSSOLFDWLRQV IRU D ORQJ�WHUP 
UHVLGHQFH SHUPLW ZHUH ¿OHG DW WKH HPEDVVLHV RI WKH &]HFK RHSXEOLF� 
TKHVH DSSOLFDWLRQV ZHUH ¿OHG PRVW RIWHQ E\ FLWL]HQV RI 8NUDLQH ������ 
VLHWQDP ���� SHUVRQV� DQG WKH RXVVLDQ )HGHUDWLRQ ������



EMN Annual Report on Asylum and Migration Policy 2018

��

3.4 STUDENTS AND SCIENTISTS

IQ GRYHUQPHQW RHVROXWLRQ NR� ��� RI �� JXO\ ���� on the Migration Policy 

Strategy of the Czech Republic and on the Migration Communication 

Strategy of the Czech Republic� WKH MR(YS ZDV WDVNHG ZLWK FUHDWLQJ  
a Strategic Document on the Entry and Residence of Third-
Country Nationals in the Territory of the Czech Republic for 
the Purpose of Studies and Other Educational Activities, which 

proposes a number of legislative, organisational and other measures 

aiming to facilitate the visa process for foreign university students 

who are interested in studying in the Czech Republic. For this purpose,  

D WDVNIRUFH ZDV VHW XS� FRPSRVHG RI UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV RI WKH MR(YS� 
the MoI and the MoFA, the authority in charge of this taskforce is the 

MR(YS� TKH GRFXPHQW ZDV DSSURYHG LQ JXQH �����

IQ HDUO\ ����� WKH GRYHUQPHQW RI WKH &]HFK RHSXEOLF DSSURYHG WKH 
Action Plan of Development of Human Resources for Research, 
Development and Innovation and Gender Equality in Research, 
Development and Innovations in the CR IRU WKH \HDUV ���� WKURXJK 
����� TKH DSSURYHG DFWLRQ SODQ FDOOV IRU WKH QHFHVVDU\ V\VWHPDWLF 
support of short-term and long-term mobility of foreign scientists and 

researchers and sets the goal of enhancing the international mobility 

of these professionals in both directions. In order to achieve this goal, 

WKH JRYHUQPHQW WDVNHG WKH MR(YS ZLWK D� LPSOHPHQWLQJ SURJUDPPHV 
designed to support research, development and innovations, focusing 

on the support of international mobility of researchers, and b) delivering 

further support for the infrastructure services providing researchers 

with comprehensive assistance in addressing the issues related to their 

mobility.

TKH MR(YS� LQ FRRSHUDWLRQ ZLWK WKH MRI� WKH MR)A DQG WKH UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV 
of universities, proposed and is currently implementing a joint project 

concerning facilitation of the visa procedure for selected university 
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students, referred to as the “Student Mode”. The project was approved 

E\ WKH JRYHUQPHQW LQ JXQH ���� DQG ZDV ODXQFKHG LPPHGLDWHO\� TKH 
SWXGHQW MRGH SURYLGHV IDVWHU DQG PRUH HI¿FLHQW SURFHVVLQJ RI D YLVD 
DSSOLFDWLRQ IURP D IRUHLJQ VWXGHQW ZKR PHW WKH GH¿QHG FRQGLWLRQV� IW 
is intended solely for those who are interested in studies under the 

accredited study programmes of universities. The goal of the Student 

Mode is to create opportunities for increasing the number of foreign 

students, including the students who fully pay the costs of their studies. 

IQ ����� WKH SWXGHQW MRGH KDV EHHQ LPSOHPHQWHG DW �� HPEDVVLHV  
RI WKH &]HFK RHSXEOLF LQ �� FRXQWULHV� TKHVH HPEDVVLHV KDYH FRQVXODU 
MXULVGLFWLRQ IRU D WRWDO RI �� FRXQWULHV� The total capacity of the 
Student Mode in 2018 was 5,240 candidates.

Based on the applications of the universities included in the Student 

MRGH� D WRWDO RI ����� FDQGLGDWHV IRU VWXGLHV LQ WKH &]HFK RHSXEOLF 
ZHUH LQFOXGHG LQ WKH SWXGHQW MRGH LQ ����� AV D UHVXOW� ���� � RI WKH 
capacity was used and the extent of utilisation of the Student Mode 

strongly varies across the embassies. The extent of utilisation of the 

FDSDFLW\ ZDV KLJKHVW LQ GKDQD� NLJHULD DQG PDNLVWDQ� IQ VSLWH RI WKH 
relatively low rate of utilisation of the Student Mode in some countries, 

the experience with this project has been good both from the point  

of view of the universities and the included students as well as from the 

SRLQW RI YLHZ RI WKH &]HFK RHSXEOLF� )RU WKH \HDU ����� LW ZDV GHFLGHG 
WR H[WHQG WKH SWXGHQW MRGH WR LQFOXGH ¿YH QHZ FRXQWULHV� A]HUEDLMDQ� 
IUDT �(UELO�� BUD]LO� &ROXPELD DQG PHUX�

SLQFH ����� WKH &]HFK RHSXEOLF KDV EHHQ LPSOHPHQWLQJ D SURMHFW 
titled Fast Track Procedure for Granting Residence Permits 
to Foreigners – Foreign Students from Third Countries, which 

IRFXVHV RQ VWXGHQW PLJUDWLRQ RI IRUHLJQ VFKRODUVKLS KROGHUV� TKH MR(YS 
is the administrator of this project. The project’s primary goal is to 

simplify the entry procedure for students who have been admitted to 

studies in the Czech Republic as participants of selected scholarship 
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programmes under international agreements (bilateral or multilateral 

RQHV� RU GHFLVLRQV E\ WKH GRYHUQPHQW RI WKH &R �GHYHORSLQJ FRXQWULHV 
or compatriots abroad). Within the terms of this project, these people 

are issued a long-term visa or a long-term residence permit for the 

purpose of studies in a fast track procedure.

TKH (8RA;(SS &]HFK RHSXEOLF NHWZRUN FRQWLQXHG LWV DFWLYLWLHV LQ ����� 
TKLV SURMHFW LV ¿QDQFHG E\ WKH MR(YS LQ FRRSHUDWLRQ ZLWK WKH AFDGHP\ 
RI SFLHQFHV� APRQJ RWKHU WKLQJV� WKH (8RA;(SS &]HFK RHSXEOLF NHWZRUN 
provides information and assistance to researchers who come to the 

&R WR ZRUN KHUH RU WR WKRVH ZKR PRYH WR ZRUN LQ DQRWKHU (8 FRXQWU\� 
TKH (8RA;(SS FHQWUHV KHOS VFLHQWLVWV DQG WKHLU IDPLOLHV ZLWK SODQQLQJ 
and carrying out their relocation abroad and provide assistance in all 

areas connected with mobility.

SWDUWLQJ IURP WKH \HDU ����� WKH MR(YS KDV EHHQ VXSSRUWLQJ WKH 
international mobility of PhD. students, post-graduate students and 

researchers under the Research, Development and Education Operational 

PURJUDPPH �OP VVV��) under the challenges titled International 
Mobility of Researchers and Marie Sklodowska-Curie Actions – 
MSCA-IF. The goal of these challenges is to strengthen international 

cooperation as well as to support development of Czech research 

organisations by adding experts from abroad to their human resources. 

The scope of actions to support international mobility also includes 

WKH LQWHJUDWLRQ RI UHVHDUFKHUV ZLWK H[SHULHQFH DFTXLUHG DEURDG LQWR 
the Czech research and development system. From the International 

MRELOLW\ RI RHVHDUFKHUV ± MS&A�I)� WKH MR(YS DOVR SURYLGHV ¿QDQFHV 
for those scientists’ mobility projects, which were successful in applying 

IRU D JUDQW XQGHU WKH +RUL]RQ ���� (XURSHDQ SURJUDPPH DV SDUW  
of the Marie Sklodowska-Curie Actions (MSCA) – Individual Fellowship 

�� The Research, Development and Education Operational Programme is a multi-year 

WKHPH�VSHFL¿F SURJUDPPH DGPLQLVWUDWHG E\ WKH MR(YS� XQGHU ZKLFK LW LV SRVVLEOH WR 
GUDZ RQ ¿QDQFHV IURP WKH (XURSHDQ SWUXFWXUDO DQG IQYHVWPHQW )XQGV �(SI)� GXULQJ WKH 
SURJUDPPH SHULRG RI ����±�����
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but were put on the backup list due to lack of resources and could not 

EH ¿QDQFHG XQGHU WKLV SURJUDPPH�

:LWKLQ WKH WHUPV RI WKH OP VVV� WKHUH LV DOVR D FKDOOHQJH WLWOHG Support 
of Excellent Research Teams, which allows foreign scientists (or Czech 

scientists who have worked abroad on a long-term basis) to establish 

themselves in a research organisation in the CR and build their own 

research team.

3.5 VISA POLICY AND SCHENGEN COOPERATION

Visa Policy

OQ �� JXQH ����� LQ WKH DUHD RI FRPPRQ YLVD SROLF\� D PDQGDWH RI WKH (8 
Council for negotiating with the European Parliament on an amendment 

WR WKH VLVD &RGH �RHJXODWLRQ NR� �������� HVWDEOLVKLQJ D &RPPXQLW\ 
&RGH RQ VLVDV� ZDV DGRSWHG� TKH QHZ SURSRVDO VKRXOG EHWWHU UHÀHFW WKH 
latest developments in the security and migration areas and should also 

concentrate more on integration of the visa and readmission policies. 

AOVR� FKDQJHV KDYH EHHQ SURSRVHG WKDW ZRXOG PDNH LW SRVVLEOH WR ¿OH DQ 
DSSOLFDWLRQ IRU D YLVD XS WR � PRQWKV DQG QR ODWHU WKDQ �� GD\V EHIRUH  
D WULS� DOVR� DQ RSWLRQ WR ¿OO RXW DQG VLJQ WKH DSSOLFDWLRQ IRUP HOHFWURQLFDOO\ 
is to be created. According to the proposal, the Regulation would 

GH¿QH PRUH FOHDUO\ ZKLFK MHPEHU SWDWH LV UHVSRQVLEOH IRU H[DPLQLQJ 
an application, if the intended visit covers several Member States, it is 

supposed to implement a harmonised approach to the issuing of multiple 

entry visas to regular travellers, who have a positive visa record, for 

D SURJUHVVLYHO\ H[WHQGHG SHULRG UDQJLQJ IURP � \HDU WR � \HDUV� TKH 
SURSRVDO DOVR UHÀHFWV WKH JURZLQJ UHTXLUHPHQWV SODFHG RQ WKH FDSDFLW\ 
necessary for processing visa applications by increasing the visa fee 

WR (8R ��� TKH RHJXODWLRQ LV DOVR VXSSRVHG WR LQWURGXFH D PHFKDQLVP 
by means of which the need to review the amounts of visa fees would 
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be assessed every three years. The negotiations with the European 

PDUOLDPHQW KDYH EHHQ XQGHU ZD\ VLQFH WKH EHJLQQLQJ RI WKH \HDU ����� 
At the time of writing this report, a preliminary agreement was reached 

among the parties to the trilateral negotiations.

In the area of visa liberalisation, the report of the European Commission, 

ZKLFK HYDOXDWHG KRVRYR DV D FRXQWU\ PHHWLQJ WKH FRQGLWLRQV IRU HQWHULQJ 
LQWR D YLVD�IUHH WUDYHO DJUHHPHQW ZLWK WKH (8� ZDV GLVFXVVHG� TKH 
conclusions of the European Commission did not meet with approval 

from the overwhelming majority of Member States and so, for the time 

EHLQJ� YLVD OLEHUDOLVDWLRQ IRU KRVRYR KDV QRW WDNHQ SODFH�

IQ WKH ¿QDO VWDJH RI WKH AXVWULDQ PUHVLGHQF\� WKH GLVFXVVLRQ DERXW 
modernising the visa process through digitization by implementing an 

electronic format of the visa stamp as well as by making it possible to 

¿OH DQ DSSOLFDWLRQ IRU D SFKHQJHQ YLVD RQOLQH ZDV UHLJQLWHG� IQ WKLV DUHD� 
further developments can be expected after a detailed analysis of the 

European Commission is prepared. The expected date of the release 

RI WKLV DQDO\VLV ZDV QRW DQQRXQFHG LQ �����

Schengen Cooperation

TKH ���� NDWLRQDO SFKHQJHQ PODQ LV HYDOXDWHG HYHU\ \HDU DQG WKH 
evaluation is presented in the form of a Report on Implementation of 

the National Schengen Plan alternately to the Coordination Body for 

Managing the Protection of the State Borders and Migration (in the years 

����� ���� DQG ����� DQG WR WKH JRYHUQPHQW �LQ WKH \HDUV ����� ���� 
DQG ������ TKLV LV D FRQWLQXRXV SURFHVV RI PRQLWRULQJ FRPSOLDQFH ZLWK 
the Schengen standards.

IQ ASULO ����� WKH Fourth Report on Implementation of the National 

Schengen Plan AV RI �� 'HFHPEHU ���� ZDV SUHVHQWHG WR WKH JRYHUQPHQW� 
which contained the evaluation of performance of separate tasks in the 
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reference year. The government approved the document in Resolution 

NR� ��� RI �� ASULO ����� IQ NRYHPEHU ����� WKH SUHSDUDWLRQ RI WKH Fifth 

Report on Implementation was started, which will be presented to the 

&RRUGLQDWLRQ BRG\ LQ ����� TKH SODQ LV WKH EDVLF VWUDWHJLF GRFXPHQW 
IRU WKH ¿HOG RI SFKHQJHQ FRRSHUDWLRQ DQG ERUGHU SURWHFWLRQ� TKH JRDO  
RI WKLV SODQ DQG WKH WDVNV GH¿QHG LQ WKH SODQ LV WR HQVXUH D KLJK VWDQGDUG 
LQ DOO ¿HOGV RI SFKHQJHQ FRRSHUDWLRQ� DQG WKH DFFRPSOLVKPHQW RI WKLV 
JRDO LV YHUL¿HG WKURXJK UHJXODU SFKHQJHQ HYDOXDWLRQV� GRLQJ IRUZDUG� 
the plan is supposed to create a vision for further development of the 

SFKHQJHQ DFTXLV� LQFOXGLQJ DVVHVVPHQW RI WKH ¿QDQFLDO UHTXLUHPHQWV 
and creation of a national strategy for the purposes of preparation  

RI WKH VWDWH EXGJHW DQG XWLOLVDWLRQ RI WKH (8 UHVRXUFHV�

The preparations of the Czech Republic for the regular Schengen 

HYDOXDWLRQ� ZKLFK WRRN SODFH LQ WKH SHULRG IURP JDQXDU\ WR MDUFK ����� 
KDG DOVR EHHQ WDNLQJ SODFH LQ �����

Entry into the Schengen Area remains closed to Bulgaria and Romania. 

Both countries successfully underwent the Schengen evaluation process, 

KRZHYHU� PDLQO\ GHUPDQ\ DQG WKH NHWKHUODQGV RSSRVH WKHLU DFFHVVLRQ 
on a political level. Croatia started the process of preparation for fully 

joining the Schengen cooperation and was evaluated in a number  

RI DUHDV LQ WKH \HDUV ���� DQG ����� IXUWKHU HYDOXDWLRQ LV SODQQHG IRU 
the forthcoming years.

TKH GLVFXVVLRQ RQ WKH OHYHO RI WKH (8 &RXQFLO DERXW D GUDIW RHJXODWLRQ 
of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Regulation 

�(8� �������� �Schengen Border Code) in connection with the rules 

applicable to the temporary re-introduction of the protection of internal 

ERUGHUV FRQWLQXHG LQ ����� TKH JRDO RI WKH SURSRVHG DPHQGPHQW LV�

§	to extend the time limitations for the temporary re-introduction 

of the protection of internal borders in such a way so as to enable 
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Member States to take, if the need arises, the necessary measures 

as a response to a serious threat to the public order or internal 

security,

§	to implement better procedural guarantees so that a decision to re-

introduce the protection of internal borders or its extension is based 

on a proper risk assessment and is executed after consultation with 

those Member States, which will be affected by this measure.

OQ �� SHSWHPEHU ����� WKH (XURSHDQ &RPPLVVLRQ SUHVHQWHG D SURSRVDO 
for a regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on the 

European Border and Coast Guard, repealing Council Joint Action No. 

�������J+A� RHJXODWLRQ �(8� NR� ��������� RI WKH (XURSHDQ PDUOLDPHQW 
DQG RI WKH &RXQFLO DQG RHJXODWLRQ NR� ��������� RI WKH (XURSHDQ 
Parliament and of the Council. With this proposal, the Commission 

responds to a long-time emphasised priority, which is the effective 

SURWHFWLRQ RI WKH (8�SFKHQJHQ H[WHUQDO ERUGHUV� DQG WKH FDOO IURP WKH 
Member States (including the Czech Republic) to strengthen the role of 

WKH (XURSHDQ BRUGHU DQG &RDVW GXDUG AJHQF\ LQ WKLV UHVSHFW� SHFXULQJ 
WKH H[WHUQDO ERUGHU LV UHJXODUO\ GHFODUHG DV WKH EDVLF SUHUHTXLVLWH IRU 
the functioning of the Schengen Area without checks on the internal 

ERUGHUV DV ZHOO DV D SUHUHTXLVLWH IRU IXUWKHU SURJUHVV LQ DGGUHVVLQJ WKH 
PLJUDWLRQ SROLF\ RI WKH (8� TKH SURSRVDO RI WKH (XURSHDQ &RPPLVVLRQ 
directly responds to the conclusions of the European Council, dated  

�� JXQH ����� DFFRUGLQJ WR ZKLFK WKH MHPEHU SWDWHV VKRXOG HQVXUH 
WKH HIIHFWLYH SURWHFWLRQ RI WKH (8¶V H[WHUQDO ERUGHUV DQG VWUHQJWKHQ 
the effective process of returning persons with illegal statuses with the 

¿QDQFLDO DQG WHFKQLFDO VXSSRUW IURP WKH (8� IQ ERWK WKHVH UHVSHFWV� 
the supporting role of the Agency should be further strengthened in 

cooperation with third countries by increasing the allocated resources 

and by strengthening its mandate.

OQ �� ASULO ����� WKH &RPPLVVLRQ SUHVHQWHG D SURSRVDO IRU D UHJXODWLRQ 
of the European Parliament and of the Council to enhance the security 
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features of the identity cards of the Union’s citizens and the 
residence permits issued to the Union’s citizens and their 
family members exercising their right of free movement. This 

proposal is a part of the Action Plan of the Commission from December 

���� WR LQWHQVLI\ WKH FRPEDW DJDLQVW IUDXG ZLWK GRFXPHQWV LQ WKH (8� 
LQ ZKLFK WKH &RPPLVVLRQ LGHQWL¿HG WKH PHDVXUHV IRU HQKDQFLQJ WKH 
security features of documents, including identity cards and residence 

permits, in the context of the recent terrorist attacks in Europe. The 

JRDOV RI WKH &RPPLVVLRQ¶V AFWLRQ PODQ ZHUH VXEVHTXHQWO\ FRQ¿UPHG 
LQ WKH FRQFOXVLRQV RI WKH &RXQFLO RI �� MDUFK ����� ZKLFK ZHUH EDVHG 
on the repeated calls of the Council for improvement of the security 

features of identity documents and residence permits. The proposal 

IRU D UHJXODWLRQ VSHFL¿FDOO\ GH¿QHV WKH PLQLPXP VHFXULW\ IHDWXUHV IRU 
national identity documents (if the Member States issue them) and 

IRU UHVLGHQFH SHUPLWV LVVXHG WR WKH 8QLRQ¶V FLWL]HQV DQG WKHLU IDPLO\ 
PHPEHUV ZLWK WKH DLP RI LPSURYLQJ VHFXULW\ LQ WKH (8� +RZHYHU� LW ZLOO 
VWLOO EH XS WR WKH VSHFL¿F MHPEHU SWDWH WR GHFLGH ZKHWKHU LW ZLOO LVVXH 
identity documents to its citizens.

The Entry/Exit System (EES) should most probably be launched by the 

HQG RI WKH \HDU ����� TKH JRDO RI WKH ((S ZLOO EH WR PLWLJDWH WKH GHOD\V 
GXULQJ ERUGHU FKHFNV DQG WR LPSURYH WKH TXDOLW\ RI WKH ERUGHU FKHFNV  
RI WKLUG�FRXQWU\ QDWLRQDOV� WR HQVXUH V\VWHPDWLF DQG UHOLDEOH LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ 
of “overstayers” (persons who exceeded the period of permitted stay 

in the Schengen Area) and to strengthen internal security and intensify 

WKH ¿JKW DJDLQVW WHUURULVP DQG VHULRXV FULPH�

OQ � OFWREHU ����� RHJXODWLRQ �(8� ��������� HVWDEOLVKLQJ D European 
Travel Information and Authorisation System (ETIAS) entered 

into force. The main goal of this Regulation is to set up an automated 

LQIRUPDWLRQ V\VWHP RI WKH 8QLRQ� ZKLFK ZLOO UHFRUG GDWD RQ WKLUG�FRXQWU\ 
QDWLRQDOV ZKR DUH QRW VXEMHFW WR D YLVD UHTXLUHPHQW IRU VKRUW�WHUP VWD\V 
in Member States. The ETIAS should collect and effectively evaluate 
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the information on these passengers still before their intended trip to 

WKH (8 WDNHV SODFH� ZKHUHE\ LW VKRXOG KHOS LGHQWLI\ SRVVLEOH PLJUDWLRQ� 
security and health risks associated with this category of persons. Third-

FRXQWU\ QDWLRQDOV ZKR DUH H[HPSW IURP YLVD UHTXLUHPHQW IRU VKRUW�WHUP 
VWD\V ZLOO WKXV EH UHTXLUHG WR PHHW D QHZ FRQGLWLRQ IRU HQWU\ LQ WKH IRUP  
of a travel permit, without which their entry should be denied at the 

external borders, save for certain exceptions. It is expected that the 

(TIAS ZLOO EH ODXQFKHG E\ WKH HQG RI WKH \HDU �����

OQ � 'HFHPEHU ����� the European Agency for the Operational 
Management of Large-Scale IT Systems in the Area of Freedom, 
Security and Justice (eu-LISA) started to perform its tasks. In 

����� WKLV AJHQF\ DVVXPHG UHVSRQVLELOLW\ IRU RSHUDWLRQDO PDQDJHPHQW 
of large-scale IT systems supporting the activities of the authorities 

LQ FKDUJH RI WKLV DUHD �SIS II� VIS� (8RO'A&�� TKH AJHQF\ LV EDVHG 
in Tallinn, some tasks associated with development and operational 

management are performed in Strasbourg in France. The backup site 

is situated in Sankt Johann im Pongau in Austria.

IQ ����� WKH MDQDJHPHQW BRDUG RI WKH HX�LISA AJHQF\ KHOG D WRWDO  
RI � PHHWLQJV DQG WKH DGYLVRU\ JURXSV IRU SIS II� VIS DQG (8RO'A& KHOG  
� PHHWLQJV WR GLVFXVV WKH GRFXPHQWV FRQFHUQLQJ WKH RSHUDWLRQDO PDWWHUV 
of the Agency, information systems, resolution of acute problems and 

WKH SODQQLQJ RI IXWXUH DFWLYLWLHV� OQ �� 'HFHPEHU ����� RHJXODWLRQ �(8� 
��������� RI WKH (XURSHDQ PDUOLDPHQW DQG RI WKH &RXQFLO� H[SDQGLQJ WKH 
mandate of the eu-LISA Agency to include the new information systems 

LQ SUHSDUDWLRQ �UHSODFLQJ RHJXODWLRQ �(8� NR� ���������� ZKLFK ZDV 
repealed), entered into force. Based on the adoption of the Regulation 

on the Entry/Exit System (EES), eu-LISA commenced work on the 

implementation of this information system. An advisory group was set 

up for the EES, which held six meetings, and a Programme Management 

BRDUG ZDV VHW XS� ZKLFK KHOG � PHHWLQJV LQ BUXVVHOV� TDOOLQQ� APVWHUGDP 
DQG SWUDVERXUJ DQG� DPRQJ RWKHU WKLQJV� RUJDQLVHG � ZHELQDUV�
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OQ �� 'HFHPEHU ����� WKH OHJLVODWLYH SDFNDJH GHVLJQHG WR UHYLVH WKH 
Schengen Information System entered into force. This package 

consisted of a Regulation for police and justice cooperation in criminal 

matters, border checks and returns of illegally staying third-country 

nationals, which should effectively contribute to the fight against 

terrorism, cross-border crime and illegal migration. The revision consists 

mainly in adding new functionalities to the system such as extension 

of the use of biometric data or implementation of what is referred to 

DV ³TXHU\ FRQWURO �́ ZKLFK LV DQ LQWHUPHGLDU\ VWHS EHWZHHQ D GLVFUHHW 
check and a special check and which should help combat serious crime 

DQG WHUURULVP� 8VLQJ WKH SIS IRU WKH SXUSRVHV RI UHWXUQ LV D FRPSOHWHO\ 
new instrument, which is supposed to monitor the effectiveness and 

information exchange in the return process. 

OQ �� 'HFHPEHU ����� WKH (XURSHDQ &RPPLVVLRQ SUHVHQWHG SURSRVDOV IRU 
regulations, which contain the long-announced solution to interoperability 
between the EU’s information systems in the area of migration 
and internal security. This new functionality is supposed to contribute 

WR D KLJKHU GHJUHH RI HI¿FLHQF\ LQ XWLOLVDWLRQ RI LQIRUPDWLRQ VRXUFHV DQG 
FRQVHTXHQWO\ KHOS WR EHWWHU GHDO ZLWK WKH FXUUHQW SUREOHPV LQ WKH DUHD 
of security and combat against illegal migration. In its proposed form, 

WKH LQWHURSHUDELOLW\ SHUWDLQV WR WKUHH RI WKH H[LVWLQJ (8¶V FHQWUDOLVHG 
V\VWHPV �WKH SFKHQJHQ IQIRUPDWLRQ S\VWHP �SIS�� (8RO'A& DQG WKH VLVD 
IQIRUPDWLRQ S\VWHP �VIS� DQG WKUHH (8¶V FHQWUDOLVHG V\VWHPV LQ SUHSDUDWLRQ 
(the Entry/Exit System (EES), the European Travel Information and 

Authorisation System (ETIAS), the European Criminal Records Information 

System for Third-Country Nationals (ECRIS-TCN). It also includes the 

Interpol’s databases (Stolen and Lost Travel Documents (SLTD), Travel 

Documents Associated with Notices (TDAWN) and the Europol’s data to 

the extent necessary for combatting serious crime and terrorism and for 

WKH IXQFWLRQLQJ RI WKH (TIAS� OQ �� )HEUXDU\ ����� &RUHSHU FRQ¿UPHG 
WKH ¿QDO FRPSURPLVH WH[W WKDW ZDV WKH UHVXOW RI D WULDORJXH DPRQJ WKH 
Council, the European Parliament and the European Commission.
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3.6 INTEGRATION, CITIZENSHIP

Integration

MLJUDWLRQ LQWR WKH &]HFK RHSXEOLF FDQ EH HIIHFWLYH DQG EHQH¿FLDO WR 
both foreign nationals and the majority society, if it is directly linked 

to integration measures. An active integration policy is an absolute 

necessity. Its goal is to support the integration of foreigners into the 

VRFLHW\� WR FUHDWH RSSRUWXQLWLHV IRU KDUPRQLF FRQÀLFW�IUHH FR�H[LVWHQFH 
between foreigners and the majority society, to prevent occurrence  

of negative social phenomena and to ensure the protection of the rights 

and security of all inhabitants of the Czech Republic. A successful 

integration policy makes it possible to prevent negative phenomena in 

the co-existence between foreigners and the majority society such as 

FORVHG FRPPXQLWLHV� IQWHJUDWLRQ LV D PXWXDO SURFHVV� ZKLFK UHTXLUHV 
the willingness to integrate on the part of foreigners and the majority 

support of their efforts to integrate into the society.

The primary target group of the policy for the integration  
of foreigners are third-country nationals who have been staying 
in the territory of the Czech Republic legally on a long-term basis. 
The percentage of this group of third-country nationals still represents the 

majority in the structure of foreigners in the Czech Republic. Secondary 

target groups of the integration measures are citizens of the European 

8QLRQ ZKR KDYH WKH RSSRUWXQLW\ WR WDNH DGYDQWDJH RI VRPH RI WKH 
LQWHJUDWLRQ LQVWUXPHQWV DQG EHQH¿FLDULHV RI LQWHUQDWLRQDO SURWHFWLRQ ZKR 
can take advantage of the integration measures provided beyond the 

framework of services ensured under the State Integration Programme. 

The majority society is also a target group of the integration measures 

because integration is a two-way process. 

The basic document of the integration policy of the CR is the Policy 
for the Integration of Foreign Nationals in the Territory of the 
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Czech Republic��. The MoI presents a draft resolution on the Procedure 

for Implementing the Policy for the Integration of Foreign Nationals to the 

JRYHUQPHQW HYHU\ \HDU� TKLV GUDIW UHVROXWLRQ FRQWDLQV VSHFL¿F PHDVXUHV� 
which the relevant Ministries responsible for implementing the integration 

policy during the given year, will take to support successful integration of 

IRUHLJQ QDWLRQDOV LQ WKH &R� IQ ����� WKH NH\ GRFXPHQW ZDV WKH Procedure 

for Implementing the Updated Policy for the Integration of Foreign Nationals 

– In Mutual Respect in 2018�� (hereinafter referred to as the “Procedure”). 

At the beginning of the following year, the MoI then always presents 

information to the government on implementation of the Procedure in  

a Report on the Situation in Migration and the Integration of Foreign 

Nationals in the Territory of the Czech Republic for the previous year��.

Integration measures are focused on supporting self-sufficiency  

of foreign nationals to make sure that they know their rights and are able 

WR IXO¿O WKHLU REOLJDWLRQV� WKDW WKH\ NQRZ WKHLU ZD\ DURXQG LQ WKH QHZ 
environment, that they get to know the customs and way of life in the 

CR, which they chose as their new, whether temporary or permanent, 

home, that they understand and are able to communicate in Czech, 

WKDW WKH\ DUH DXWRQRPRXV DQG VHOI�VXI¿FLHQW LQ VRFLDO DQG HFRQRPLF 
WHUPV� DQG WKDW WKH\ KDYH HQRXJK LQIRUPDWLRQ RQ ZKHUH WKH\ FDQ ¿QG 
help and support, if they need it.

IQ ����� WKH V\VWHP IRU HQVXULQJ DZDUHQHVV RI IRUHLJQ QDWLRQDOV ZDV 
strengthened. A new Centre for the Support of the Integration  
of Foreigners in the Region of Central Bohemia was opened, which 

KDV LWV RI¿FHV LQ BHQHãRY� KODGQR� KXWQi +RUD� MODGi BROHVODY DQG 
PĜtEUDP� IQ RUGHU WR IDFLOLWDWH WKH FRPPXQLFDWLRQ RI IRUHLJQ QDWLRQDOV 
and the processing of their matters, assistance was provided to foreign 

�� GRYHUQPHQW RHVROXWLRQ NR� �� RI �� JDQXDU\ ����
�� GRYHUQPHQW RHVROXWLRQ NR� �� RI � JDQXDU\ ����
�� The Policy, Procedure and Reports are available at https://www.mvcr.cz/migrace/clanek/

zakladni-dokumenty- k-integracni-politice-ke-stazeni.aspx
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QDWLRQDOV DW WKH 'AMP OI¿FHV IRU WKH RHVLGHQFH RI )RUHLJQ NDWLRQDOV RQ 
a continued basis. Assistance and interpretation was provided to foreign 

nationals or they were accompanied during their dealings at schools and 

ZLWK JRYHUQPHQWDO DXWKRULWLHV� GUHDW HPSKDVLV ZDV SODFHG RQ VXSSRUWLQJ 
the awareness of both the professional community and the general public 

GXH WR WKH H[SHULHQFH WKDW LQIRUPDWLRQ VKDULQJ LV VLJQL¿FDQW SUHYHQWLRQ 
against feelings of uncertainty and endangerment, which may be manifested 

among members of the majority society in the form of xenophobia or 

rejection of foreigners. The implementation of integration measures 

on the regional and local levels was once again supported through the 

LQWHJUDWLRQ SURMHFWV RI PXQLFLSDOLWLHV DQG QRQ�JRYHUQPHQWDO QRQ�SUR¿W 
organisations. Increased attention was paid to education of foreigners’ 

children because the numbers of children and students from third countries 

KDYH EHHQ VLJQL¿FDQWO\ ULVLQJ LQ WKH &]HFK RHSXEOLF�

IQ WKH ODVW TXDUWHU RI ����� WKH MRI SUHSDUHG DQG SUHVHQWHG WKH 
Procedure for Implementing the Updated Policy for the Integration  

of Foreign Nationals – In Mutual Respect in 2019 to the government 

for discussion, based on the source materials from other Ministries and 

RWKHU HQWLWLHV� TKH JRYHUQPHQW DSSURYHG WKLV GRFXPHQW LQ HDUO\ ���� 
ZLWK LWV RHVROXWLRQ NR� � RI � JDQXDU\ �����

Coordination of the integration policy has been entrusted by the 

government to the Ministry of the Interior��, which also continuously 

monitors and evaluates the situation and status of foreign nationals in 

the CR as well as the mutual relationships between foreign nationals 

and the majority at local, regional and national levels. Each Ministry is 

responsible for implementing the integration policy within its purview��. The 

�� GRYHUQPHQW RHVROXWLRQ NR� ��� RI �� JXO\ ���� RQ TUDQVIHU RI &HUWDLQ AFWLYLWLHV PHUIRUPHG 
by the Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs to the Ministry of the Interior.

�� PDUWLFXODUO\ WKH MLQLVWU\ RI (GXFDWLRQ� YRXWK DQG SSRUWV� WKH MLQLVWU\ RI LDERXU DQG Social 

Affairs, the Ministry of Culture, the Ministry for Regional Development, the Ministry of 

IQGXVWU\ DQG TUDGH� WKH MLQLVWU\ RI +HDOWK DQG WKH MLQLVWU\ RI )RUHLJQ AIIDLUV DUH LQYROYHG 
in implementing the Policy.
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task of each Ministry is to present proposals of their plans to implement 

the integration policy as inputs for the Policy and the Procedure and to 

perform these tasks. The MoI, as the coordinator for the integration 

policy, is in regular contact with the integration coordinators of each 

Ministry and organises bilateral meetings as well as meetings of a board 

consisting of representatives of other Ministries on a regular basis. In 

����� WKHUH ZHUH WZR MRLQW interdepartmental meetings held by the 
board consisting of representatives of Ministries. The agenda of 

these meetings consisted of performance of the tasks arising from the 

PROLF\� WKH SODQV RI MLQLVWULHV LQ WKH ¿HOG RI LQWHJUDWLRQ DQG WKH OHJLVODWLYH 
changes in preparation.

Matters concerning the education of pupils who are children of foreign 

nationals and matters associated with the envisioned increasing of the 

GLI¿FXOW\ RI H[DPLQDWLRQ LQ WKH &]HFK ODQJXDJH DV RQH RI WKH FRQGLWLRQV 
IRU REWDLQLQJ D SHUPDQHQW UHVLGHQFH SHUPLW WR OHYHO A� ZHUH GLVFXVVHG 
ZLWK UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV RI WKH MR(YS RQ D UHJXODU EDVLV�

Support of the integration policy at regional and local levels where the 

integration process actually takes place has been a long-term priority 

of the MoI. The main goal is to mobilise territorial self-governments 

to create and implement their own integration measures. The task is 

to create suitable conditions for the integration of foreigners into local 

VWUXFWXUHV DQG FRQÀLFW�IUHH FRH[LVWHQFH RI DOO LQKDELWDQWV RI D JLYHQ 
municipality. The MoI supports individual municipalities and city districts 

ZLWK H[SHUWLVH DQG ¿QDQFHV WR KHOS WKHP FUHDWH WKHLU RZQ LQWHJUDWLRQ 
strategies through municipality projects supporting the integration  

of foreign nationals.

IQ ����� �� PXQLFLSDOLWLHV DQG FLW\ GLVWULFWV LPSOHPHQWHG WKH JLYHQ SURMHFWV� 
TKH SURMHFWV ZHUH VXSSRUWHG ZLWK WKH DPRXQW RI &ZK �������������� 
Through these projects, a number of activities of self-governments were 

carried out, which supported foreign nationals in their integration and 
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also supported all the inhabitants of the municipality to get to know 

HDFK RWKHU� ZKLFK VKRXOG UHVXOW LQ IRUPDWLRQ RI RSHQ DQG FRQÀLFW�IUHH 
UHODWLRQVKLSV EHWZHHQ IRUHLJQHUV DQG WKH PDMRULW\� IQ NRYHPEHU ����� WKH 
tenth conference on the integration of foreign nationals in municipalities 

titled “Crossroads of Integration”, which was organised by the statutory 

city of Brno, took place under the auspices of the Minister of the Interior 

and the mayor of the statutory city of Brno.

TKH FDOOV WR ¿OH DSSOLFDWLRQV IRU VXEVLGLHV IURP WKH VWDWH EXGJHW IRU 
LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ RI WKH NGO DQG PXQLFLSDOLW\ LQWHJUDWLRQ SURMHFWV IRU 
WKH \HDU ���� ZHUH SXEOLVKHG� OQ �� 'HFHPEHU ����� WKH LQIRUPDWLRQ 
meeting for applicants for subsidies for the integration projects  

of municipalities took place.

Traditionally, the regional Centres for the Support of the Integration 
of Foreigners (hereinafter referred to as the “Centres”), which are 

QRZ RSHUDWLQJ LQ DOO RI WKH �� UHJLRQV RI WKH &]HFK RHSXEOLF� SOD\HG  
a major role in the implementation of the integration policy in regions. 

These Centres serve the function of regional information centres and 

offer a range of integration services, including the provision of legal 

and social consultancy, language and social-cultural courses for foreign 

nationals, or organise cultural and community activities to support 

FRQÀLFW�IUHH UHODWLRQVKLSV EHWZHHQ IRUHLJQ QDWLRQDOV DQG WKH PDMRULW\� 
Other objectives of the Centres include monitoring the situation in 

regions, supporting the activities of foreign nationals, developing the civil 

society and creating and developing regional platforms for integration. 

TKH &HQWUHV DUH ¿QDQFHG SUHGRPLQDQWO\ IURP WKH AV\OXP� MLJUDWLRQ 
DQG IQWHJUDWLRQ )XQG RI WKH (8�

As part of dissemination of information among the professional community 

as well as the general public and in order to implement the communication 

VWUDWHJ\ LQ WKH \HDU ����� UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV RI 'AMP JDYH VHYHUDO SXEOLF 
professional speeches on the topic of the integration of foreigners. 
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Among other events, the director of DAMP gave a speech at the 

conference on the local integration of foreigners in municipalities, which 

ZDV KHOG LQ BUQR� 'AMP RI¿FLDOV DOVR SUHVHQWHG WKHLU H[SHULHQFH ZLWK 
the integration of foreigners on an international level, which included, 

for example, presenting the issues of the integration of foreigners in 

the Czech Republic to a delegation from Tajikistan, at a conference 

of Bangladeshis in Prague and at the international conference titled 

³'LDORJXH RQ MLJUDQWV¶ IQWHJUDWLRQ ± &KDOOHQJHV� BHQH¿WV DQG GRRG 
Practices”. Whenever possible, DAMP representatives also attended 

the meetings of advisory bodies (referred to as “platforms”) and other 

meetings dealing with the topic of integration at the level of towns and 

UHJLRQV� OQ �� MD\ ����� WKH MRI RUJDQLVHG D VHPLQDU IRU H[SHUWV 
where the Analysis of Social Networks of Third-Country Nationals in the 

Territory of the City of Brno was presented and where the conclusions of 

a research project titled Specifics of the Integration of Minor Children of 
Foreign Nationals Living in the Territory of the Czech Republic were also 

SUHVHQWHG� TKH SUHSDUDWLRQ RI WKHVH H[SHUW PDWHULDOV ZDV FR�¿QDQFHG 
E\ WKH MRI� OQ �� NRYHPEHU ����� WKH MRI RUJDQLVHG D VHPLQDU IRU WKH 
workers of integration centres on the issues associated with employment 

of foreign nationals.

At the end of the year, representatives of DAMP gave lectures at the 

Institute for Public Administration in Benešov during the course titled 

Integration of Foreign Nationals, which is traditionally organised every year 

and which is primarily intended for experts from the regional Centres for 

WKH SXSSRUW RI WKH IQWHJUDWLRQ RI )RUHLJQHUV DQG WKH FROODERUDWLQJ NGOV� 
Like every year, DAMP organised two meetings with representatives of 

XQLYHUVLWLHV GXULQJ WKH \HDU ���� WR GLVFXVV SDUWLFXODUO\ WKH LVVXHV RI 
the awareness and the integration of newcomer foreign students and 

their residence permits. Several meetings with representatives of the 

academic sphere and research institutions were also held to specify the 

needs relating to research and professional surveys.
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Citizenship

IQ ����� the citizenship of the CR was granted to a total of 3,757 
foreign nationals �D GHFUHDVH E\ ����� SHUVRQV LQ FRPSDULVRQ ZLWK 
WKH SUHYLRXV \HDU�� IQ �� FDVHV� WKLV LQFOXGHG SHUVRQV ZKR KDG EHHQ 
granted international protection in the form of asylum in the CR in the 

SDVW� AOVR� �� DSSOLFDWLRQV IRU JUDQWLQJ WKH FLWL]HQVKLS RI WKH &R WR PLQRU 
FKLOGUHQ SXUVXDQW WR SHFWLRQ �� RI WKH &]HFK RHSXEOLF &LWL]HQVKLS AFW 
ZHUH JUDQWHG �D GHFUHDVH E\ � SHUVRQV LQ FRPSDULVRQ ZLWK WKH SUHYLRXV 
year), these were children whose father was a citizen of the CR and 

whose mother was a foreign national without permanent residence in 

WKH FRXQWU\ DQG ZDV QRW D FLWL]HQ RI DQ (8 MHPEHU SWDWH� SZLW]HUODQG RU 
a state that is a signatory of the Agreement on the European Economic 

Area and for whom the paternity for the child was determined by 

concurring statements of the parents.

IQ ����� WKH DXWKRULWLHV DOVR JUDQWHG � DSSOLFDWLRQV IRU JUDQWLQJ WKH 
FLWL]HQVKLS RI WKH &R SXUVXDQW WR SHFWLRQ �� RI WKH &]HFK RHSXEOLF 
&LWL]HQVKLS AFW �D GHFUHDVH E\ �� SHUVRQV LQ FRPSDULVRQ ZLWK WKH 
previous year), based on these applications, the citizenship was granted 

to children who were born in the territory of the CR and who did not 

DFTXLUH WKH FLWL]HQVKLS RI HLWKHU RI WKHLU SDUHQWV DW ELUWK DQG ZKR KDG 
at least one parent that had a residence permit for residence in the 

WHUULWRU\ RI WKH &R IRU D SHULRG ORQJHU WKDQ �� GD\V�

IQ ����� WKH FLWL]HQVKLS RI WKH &R ZDV PRVW RIWHQ JUDQWHG WR WKH FLWL]HQV 
of Ukraine� ����� SHUVRQV ���� OHVV WKDQ LQ WKH SUHYLRXV \HDU�� TKHVH 
were followed by the citizens of the Russian Federation� ��� ���� 
less than in the previous year), Slovakia� ��� ���� OHVV WKDQ LQ WKH 
previous year), Vietnam� ��� �� PRUH WKDQ LQ WKH SUHYLRXV \HDU�� DQG 
Belarus� ��� ��� OHVV WKDQ LQ WKH SUHYLRXV \HDU��
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IQ ����� the	MoI	issued	a	total	of	347	rejection	decisions	at	first	
instance ��� OHVV WKDQ LQ WKH SUHYLRXV \HDU�� )XUWKHUPRUH� ����� IRUHLJQ 
QDWLRQDOV ��� PRUH WKDQ LQ WKH SUHYLRXV \HDU� DFTXLUHG WKH FLWL]HQVKLS 
of the CR based on one of the declarations, which are laid down in 

WKH &]HFK RHSXEOLF &LWL]HQVKLS AFW� LQ �����

Thus, a total of 5,287 persons ������ OHVV WKDQ LQ ����� acquired 
the citizenship of the Czech Republic in 2018, either as a result  
of having been granted the citizenship or having made a declaration.

Table	3: The numbers of foreign nationals who were granted the 

FLWL]HQVKLS RI WKH &R LQ WKH SHULRG ����±���� �LQFOXGLQJ WKH FLWL]HQV  
of the Slovak Republic)

Source: MoI

Year 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Number of foreign nati-
onals who were granted 
the citizenship of the CR

1,190 1,128 1,088 1,653 1,565 2,253 4,915 2,620 3,897 5,006 3,757
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�INTERNATIONAL PROTECTION

IQ ����� D WRWDO RI 1,701 foreign nationals applied for international 

protection, which means that there has been an increase in the 

number of applications after two years.

The largest group of applicants were the citizens of Ukraine (418), 
Georgia (169) and Cuba (154). International protection in the form 

of asylum was granted to 47 applicants (most often to citizens  

of China), subsidiary protection was granted in 118 cases, which 

LV WKH VDPH QXPEHU DV LQ ���� �PRVW RIWHQ WR FLWL]HQV RI S\ULD��

The integration of persons who were granted international protection 

is governed by the State Integration Programme (SIP). Since 

JDQXDU\ ����� WKH HQWLW\ ZLWK RYHUDOO UHVSRQVLELOLW\ IRU LQWHJUDWLRQ 
DFWLYLWLHV KDV EHHQ WKH RHIXJHH )DFLOLWLHV AGPLQLVWUDWLRQ �S8Z�� 
which is also the operator of integration asylum centres, among 

other roles. The ongoing goal of the programme is to facilitate the 

process of integration of recognised refugees and persons enjoying 

subsidiary protection and their inclusion in the society in the Czech 

Republic. A total of 121 eligible persons MRLQHG WKH SIP LQ �����



��

INTERNATIONAL PROTECTION

4.1 APPLICANTS FOR INTERNATIONAL PROTECTION IN THE 
CZECH REPUBLIC

After two years of gradual decrease of the number of applications for 

LQWHUQDWLRQDO SURWHFWLRQ� WKHLU QXPEHU LQFUHDVHG LQ ����� IQ ����� D WRWDO 
of 1,701 applications for international protection were registered. 

TKLV QXPEHU LV KLJKHU E\ ��� DSSOLFDWLRQV WKDQ LQ WKH SUHYLRXV \HDU� DQG 
D KLJKHU QXPEHU ZDV ODVW VHHQ LQ WKH &]HFK RHSXEOLF LQ ����� SLQFH WKHQ� 
the numbers of applications for international protection were declining 

HYHU\ \HDU� TKLV GRZQZDUG WUHQG ZDV RQO\ LQWHUUXSWHG LQ WKH \HDU ���� 
(when there was a higher number of applicants in connection with the 

8NUDLQLDQ FULVLV� DQG LQ WKH \HDU ���� �ZKHQ WKHUH ZDV D KLJKHU QXPEHU 
of applicants in connection with the migration crisis).

Applications for International Protection

IQ FRPSDULVRQ ZLWK RWKHU (8 MHPEHU SWDWHV� WKH QXPEHUV RI DSSOLFDQWV 
for international protection in the CR are still below the average. The CR 

KDV UHJLVWHUHG VLJQL¿FDQWO\ OHVV DSSOLFDQWV IRU LQWHUQDWLRQDO SURWHFWLRQ 
WKDQ WKH QHLJKERXULQJ FRXQWULHV GHUPDQ\� AXVWULD DQG PRODQG� )URP 
among neighbouring countries, only Slovakia registered less applicants 

�FFD ����� IW LV VWLOO WUXH WKDW ZLWK UHVSHFW WR LQWHUQDWLRQDO SURWHFWLRQ� 
the CR is not a destination country primarily preferred by applicants for 

LQWHUQDWLRQDO SURWHFWLRQ LQ FRPSDULVRQ ZLWK WKH RWKHU (8 MHPEHU SWDWHV�

Table	4:	The number of applicants for international protection in the 

&]HFK RHSXEOLF LQ WKH SHULRG ����±����


TKH QXPEHU RI DSSOLFDQWV LQFOXGHV (8 FLWL]HQV�
Source: MoI

Year 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Number of 
applicants*

1,656 1,258 833 756 753 707 1,156 1,525 1,478 1,450
 

1,701 

Year-on-year 
change in %

-11.8 -24.0 -33.8 -9.2 -0.4 -6.1 63.5 31.9 -3.1 -1.9 17.3
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)URP DPRQJ WKH WRWDO QXPEHU RI ����� DSSOLFDWLRQV IRU LQWHUQDWLRQDO 
SURWHFWLRQ ¿OHG LQ ����� 1,360 �L�H� �� �� applications	were	filed	
for	the	first	time and 341 �L�H� �� �� were	filed	multiple	times. 
IQ FRPSDULVRQ ZLWK WKH \HDU ����� WKH SHUFHQWDJH RI DSSOLFDWLRQV ¿OHG 
multiple times has remained the same.

The monthly amount of applications for international protection hovered 

EHWZHHQ URXJKO\ ��� DQG ��� DSSOLFDWLRQV� IQ FRPSDULVRQ ZLWK WKH 
previous year in which the numbers of applications tended to decrease 

towards the end of the year, the monthly numbers of applications began 

to increase starting from August and reached the highest levels in 

November and December (see the chart). The average monthly amount 

IRU WKH \HDU ���� ZDV ��� DSSOLFDWLRQV�

IQ ����� WKH PDLQ VRXUFH FRXQWULHV� IURP ZKLFK DSSOLFDQWV IRU LQWHUQDWLRQDO 
SURWHFWLRQ FDPH� ZHUH 8NUDLQH ���� DSSOLFDQWV�� GHRUJLD ������ &XED 
������ AUPHQLD ������ VLHWQDP ������ 8]EHNLVWDQ ����� WKH RXVVLDQ 
)HGHUDWLRQ ����� IUDT ����� A]HUEDLMDQ ���� DQG TXUNH\ ����� 

In the Czech Republic, asylum was granted to 47 applicants. 
AV\OXP ZDV PRVW RIWHQ JUDQWHG WR FLWL]HQV RI &KLQD� VSHFL¿FDOO\ LQ  
� FDVHV� )XUWKHUPRUH� � FLWL]HQV RI S\ULD DQG � FLWL]HQV RI 8NUDLQH 
UHFHLYHG DV\OXP DQG � DSSOLFDQWV IURP M\DQPDU UHFHLYHG DV\OXP� 

In 2018, international protection in the form of subsidiary 
protection was granted in 118 cases, which is the same number 

DV LQ ����� IW ZDV PRVW RIWHQ JUDQWHG WR FLWL]HQV RI S\ULD ��� SHUVRQV�� 
IUDT ��� SHUVRQV� DQG 8NUDLQH ��� SHUVRQV��



��

INTERNATIONAL PROTECTION

Chart	3:	TKH QXPEHUV RI ¿UVW�WLPH DSSOLFDWLRQV DQG UHSHDWHG DSSOLFDWLRQV 
LQ ����

Source:	MoI

Most	applications	were	filed	by	the	citizens	of	Ukraine	����� 
although there was a decrease in the number of applications from them 

����� LQ FRPSDULVRQ ZLWK WKH \HDU ����� TKH FLWL]HQV RI 8NUDLQH KDYH EHHQ 
WKH ODUJHVW JURXS RI DSSOLFDQWV IRU LQWHUQDWLRQDO SURWHFWLRQ VLQFH ����� 
TKH\ XVXDOO\ ¿OH WKHLU DSSOLFDWLRQV DIWHU D VHYHUDO�\HDU UHVLGHQFH LQ WKH 
territory of the Czech Republic in an effort to legalise their residence. 

8NUDLQLDQV DFFRXQWHG IRU QHDUO\ RQH TXDUWHU RI DOO DSSOLFDQWV�

They were followed by the citizens of Georgia with 169 applications. 

IQ ����� WKH\ ZHUH LQ WKH ��th position among the most strongly 

represented source countries but they moved to the second position in 

����� ZKLFK WKH\ DOVR KHOG LQ ����� TKH KLJKHU QXPEHU RI DSSOLFDWLRQV 
is particularly linked to the fact that visa liberalisation for the citizens 

RI GHRUJLD WRRN SODFH LQ ���� DQG D \HDU�RQ�\HDU LQFUHDVH E\ ��� � 
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ZDV DOVR VHHQ DW WKDW WLPH� NRZ WKH \HDU�RQ�\HDU LQFUHDVH ZDV �� �� 
QHYHUWKHOHVV� LQ DEVROXWH ¿JXUHV� LW LV WKH WKLUG KLJKHVW LQFUHDVH LQ WKH 
QXPEHU RI DSSOLFDWLRQV ������

IQ ����� D WRWDO RI 154 citizens of Cuba ¿OHG DSSOLFDWLRQV IRU LQWHUQDWLRQDO 
protection, which accounted for 9.1 % of the total number of 1,701 
applications	filed	in the reference year. This percentage began to 

JURZ LQ JXQH ���� ZKHQ &XED KHOG WKH WHQWK SRVLWLRQ DPRQJ WKH PRVW 
strongly represented source countries and the share of the citizens of 

&XED LQ WKH WRWDO QXPEHU RI DSSOLFDQWV ZDV PHUHO\ ��� �� TKH PRQWKO\ 
¿JXUHV UHDFKHG WKHLU SHDN LQ OFWREHU DQG NRYHPEHU DQG Cuba reached 
the third position among the most strongly represented source 
countries. The upward trend in the number of filed applications 

pertained	particularly	to	applications	filed	in	the	transit	area	
of the airport in Prague �IURP DPRQJ WKH ��� DSSOLFDWLRQV� ��� 
DSSOLFDWLRQV� L�H� ���� �� ZHUH ¿OHG DW WKH DLUSRUW�� TKHVH ZHUH ÀLJKWV 
from the Russian Federation (citizens of Cuba do not need visas to 

enter the Russian Federation) heading to Belarus (once again, without 

WKH QHHG WR KDYH YLVDV� ZLWK D OD\RYHU LQ PUDJXH� ASSUR[LPDWHO\ �� �  
RI WKH DSSOLFDWLRQV ZHUH VXEVHTXHQWO\ ZLWKGUDZQ DQG WKHVH SHUVRQV PRVW 
probably went on to Spain. Due to the fact that these applications for 

LQWHUQDWLRQDO SURWHFWLRQ ¿OHG LQ WKH WUDQVLW DUHD RI WKH DLUSRUW ZHUH ¿OHG 
with a hidden agenda, an obligation was imposed on citizens of Cuba to 

have an airport transit visa�� ZLWK HIIHFW DV RI �� NRYHPEHU ���� DQG 
after several additional failed attempts, this modus operandi ceased.

TKH FLWL]HQV RI 8NUDLQH� GHRUJLD DQG &XED ZHUH IROORZHG E\ FLWL]HQV  
of Armenia (117). On a long-term basis, the citizens of Armenia 

have not been among major groups of applicants for international 

protection, for whom the Czech Republic would be the main destination 

�� OUGLQDQFH NR� �������� DPHQGLQJ OUGLQDQFH �������� &ROO�� GH¿QLQJ WKH JURXS RI IRUHLJQ 
nationals who can stay in the transit area of an international airport in the territory of the 

Czech Republic solely with a granted airport transit visa, as amended.
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FRXQWU\� TKHLU QXPEHUV EHJDQ WR ULVH JUDGXDOO\ LQ ���� ZKHQ WKH\ 
VWDUWHG WR DSSHDU LQ WKH TOP �� PRVW VWURQJO\ UHSUHVHQWHG FLWL]HQVKLSV�  
A VLJQL¿FDQW LQFUHDVH ZDV VHHQ LQ ���� �DQ LQFUHDVH E\ ��� ��� IQ WKDW 
year, citizens of Armenia were the second largest group of applicants. 

TKLV WUHQG FRQWLQXHG LQ ����� LQ ZKLFK WKHUH ZDV D VOLJKW GHFUHDVH LQ 
WKH WRWDO QXPEHU RI DSSOLFDQWV ����� �� LQ FRPSDULVRQ ZLWK WKH \HDU 
���� DV ZHOO DV D SHUFHQWDJH GHFUHDVH �AUPHQLDQV DFFRXQWHG IRU ��� �  
RI DOO DSSOLFDQWV LQ ������ EXW WKH VDPH WUHQG DV ZLWK WKH FLWL]HQV RI &XED 
appeared in September when citizens of Armenia started to use the 

WUDQVLW DUHD RI WKH DLUSRUW LQ PUDJXH WR ¿OH DSSOLFDWLRQV IRU LQWHUQDWLRQDO 
protection with a hidden agenda. More than a half of the applications 

IURP WKH FLWL]HQV RI AUPHQLD ��� �� ZHUH ¿OHG DW WKH DLUSRUW LQ ������.

These applicants were followed by citizens of Vietnam (100), 
Uzbekistan (98) and the Russian Federation (90)� AQG ¿QDOO\� 
WKH ORZHVW SRVLWLRQV DPRQJ WKH TOP �� DUH KHOG E\ FLWL]HQV RI Iraq 
(65), Azerbaijan (45) and Turkey (39). Among these citizenships, 

the highest increase in the number of applications for international 

SURWHFWLRQ RFFXUUHG ZLWK WKH FLWL]HQV RI 8]EHNLVWDQ ZKR KDG ¿OHG PHUHO\ 
� DSSOLFDWLRQV IRU LQWHUQDWLRQDO SURWHFWLRQ LQ ���� �L�H� WKHUH ZDV DQ 
LQFUHDVH E\ �� DSSOLFDWLRQV�� &RQVHTXHQWO\� 8]EHNLVWDQ PRYHG WR WKH WRS 
WHQ VRXUFH FRXQWULHV� TKHUH ZHUH RQO\ � PLQRUV DPRQJ WKHVH DSSOLFDQWV� 
PHQ JHQHUDOO\ SUHGRPLQDWHG DPRQJ WKH DSSOLFDQWV �����

Conversely, the largest decrease was seen with Azerbaijan whose 

FLWL]HQV ¿OHG D WRWDO RI �� DSSOLFDWLRQV IRU LQWHUQDWLRQDO SURWHFWLRQ LQ ����� 
ZKLFK LV �� OHVV LQ FRPSDULVRQ ZLWK WKH SUHYLRXV \HDU �L�H� ��� ��� 'XH 
to their number of applications, citizens of Syria were no longer among 

�� TKLV WUHQG FRQWLQXHG LQ WKH ¿UVW PRQWKV RI WKH \HDU ���� EHIRUH� DV D PHDVXUH IRU 
citizens of Armenia, the obligation to hold a transit airport visa was introduced (on 11 

MDUFK ����� OUGLQDQFH NR� �� RI � MDUFK ����� DPHQGLQJ OUGLQDQFH �������� &ROO�� 
GH¿QLQJ WKH JURXS RI IRUHLJQ QDWLRQDOV ZKR FDQ VWD\ LQ WKH WUDQVLW DUHD RI DQ LQWHUQDWLRQDO 
airport in the territory of the Czech Republic solely with a granted airport transit visa, as 

amended, entered into force).
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WKH TOP �� EHFDXVH WKH\ ¿OHG D WRWDO RI �� DSSOLFDWLRQV IRU LQWHUQDWLRQDO 
SURWHFWLRQ LQ ����� ZKLFK ZDV �� OHVV �L�H� ��� �� WKDQ LQ WKH SUHYLRXV 
\HDU� AV RSSRVHG WR WKH \HDU ����� WKH FLWL]HQV RI KD]DNKVWDQ ZHUH DOVR 
QR ORQJHU DPRQJ WKH TOP �� EHFDXVH WKH\ ¿OHG D WRWDO RI �� DSSOLFDWLRQV 
LQ ���� �WKHUH ZDV D GHFUHDVH E\ � DSSOLFDWLRQV� L�H� ����� ���

Proceedings on Granting International Protection

IQ ����� a total of 1,731 decisions were issued by the MoI in 
proceedings on granting international protection and 1,361 
decisions were issued in proceedings to extend subsidiary 
protection. AV RI �� 'HFHPEHU ����� WKHUH ZHUH ��� SHUVRQV UHJLVWHUHG 
in pending proceedings (i.e. persons on whose applications decision 

was not made yet).

IQ ����� WKHUH ZDV D \HDU�RQ�\HDU LQFUHDVH LQ WKH QXPEHU RI LVVXHG 
GHFLVLRQV �E\ ���� ��� TKH MRI granted international protection 
in the form of asylum or subsidiary protection to 165 foreign 
nationals LQ WKDW \HDU� IQ FRPSDULVRQ ZLWK WKH \HDU ����� WKHUH ZDV 
an increase in the number of persons who were granted international 

SURWHFWLRQ E\ ���� �� 'XULQJ WKH VDPH SHULRG� subsidiary protection 
was extended for another 551 persons. In this respect, there was 

DOVR DQ LQFUHDVH LQ FRPSDULVRQ ZLWK WKH \HDU ����� VSHFL¿FDOO\ E\ ���� ��

'XULQJ WKH \HDU ����� a total of 750 negative decisions �L�H� ���� ��  
were issued in proceedings on granting international protection, in 

which it was decided not to grant international protection or in which 

an application was rejected as clearly unfounded. Proceedings were 

GLVFRQWLQXHG LQ ��� FDVHV �L�H� ���� ���
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Application of the Dublin Regulation��

IQ ����� WKH &R UHJLVWHUHG a total of 1,509 Dublin Cases, which 

UHSUHVHQWHG D GHFUHDVH E\ ���� � LQ FRPSDULVRQ ZLWK WKH \HDU ����� 
During the period, the most represented citizenship was the citizenship 

of Armenia ���� SHUVRQV�� IROORZHG E\ WKH FLWL]HQVKLS RI WKH Russian 
Federation ������ WKH FLWL]HQVKLS RI Georgia ������ WKH FLWL]HQVKLS  
of Turkey ���� DQG WKH FLWL]HQVKLS RI Iran �����  

Chart	4:	+LVWRU\ RI 'XEOLQ &DVHV LQ WKH PHULRG ����±����

Source: MoI

Note: IQ WKH \HDUV ���� WKURXJK ����� DSSOLFDWLRQV IRU LQIRUPDWLRQ ZHUH QRW 
included in the statistics of Dublin Cases.

'XULQJ WKH \HDU ����� the CR received a total of 1,191 applications 
IURP DQRWKHU MHPEHU SWDWH �D GHFUHDVH E\ ���� � LQ FRPSDULVRQ ZLWK 
the previous year) for reception or readmission of an applicant for 
international protection to the territory of the CR. The highest 

numbers of these applications were received by the CR from Germany 

���� DSSOLFDWLRQV�� IURP France ���� DSSOLFDWLRQV�� IURP Austria and 

from the Netherlands ��� DSSOLFDWLRQV HDFK��
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�� TKH 'XEOLQ RHJXODWLRQ� &RXQFLO RHJXODWLRQ �(&� NR� ��������� GH¿QHV WKH FULWHULD 
determining the Member State responsible for examining an application for international 

SURWHFWLRQ� TKHVH FULWHULD LQFOXGH� IRU H[DPSOH� DQ LVVXHG YLVD RU UHVLGHQFH SHUPLW� WKH ¿UVW 
application for international protection in the territory of the Member State or family ties.
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During the same period, the CR sent a total of 318 applications 

WR DQRWKHU MHPEHU SWDWH �DQ LQFUHDVH E\ ���� �� IRU UHFHSWLRQ RU 
readmission of an applicant or a foreign national. The highest numbers 

of applications were sent to Germany ��� DSSOLFDWLRQV�� Romania ����� 
Italy ����� Austria ���� DQG Poland �����

IQ ����� a total of 325 transfers were carried out in the territory 
of the CR �D GHFUHDVH E\ ���� ��� MRVW SHUVRQV ZHUH WUDQVIHUUHG WR 
the territory of the CR from Germany ������ Austria ���� DQG WKH 
Netherlands ����� 

During the same period, a total of 90 transfers were carried out 
from the territory of the CR to another Member State (a decrease 

E\ ��� ��� MRVW SHUVRQV ZHUH WUDQVIHUUHG IURP WKH WHUULWRU\ RI WKH &R 
to Germany ����� Italy ���� DQG Romania ���� 

Chart	5:	Transfers carried out from and to the territory of the Czech 

RHSXEOLF LQ WKH SHULRG ����±����

Source:	MoI

Note:	IQ WKH \HDUV ���� WKURXJK ����� DSSOLFDWLRQV IRU LQIRUPDWLRQ ZHUH QRW 
included in the statistics of Dublin Cases.
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4.2 ASYLUM FACILITIES IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC

The Refugee Facilities Administration of the Ministry of the Interior 
is the operator of reception, accommodation and integration asylum 

FHQWUHV� TKH RHIXJHH )DFLOLWLHV AGPLQLVWUDWLRQ �S8Z� SURYLGHG VHUYLFHV 
to applicants for international protection and to foreign nationals who 

have been granted international protection in a total of eight asylum 
facilities of three types. A reception centre (RC) serves to provide 

foreign nationals who applied for international protection with initial 

accommodation while the initial steps, such as registration or medical 

examination, are carried out. An accommodation centre (AC) serves 

to accommodate applicants for international protection until the time 

ZKHQ WKH SURFHHGLQJV RQ JUDQWLQJ LQWHUQDWLRQDO SURWHFWLRQ DUH ¿QDOO\ 
completed. An integration asylum centre (IAC) serves to provide 

temporary accommodation for recognised refugees and persons who 

have been granted subsidiary protection.

TKH S8Z RSHUDWHV two reception centres� VSHFL¿FDOO\ WKH ZDVWiYND 
reception centre and the reception centre at the International Airport  

RI ViFODY +DYHO PUDJXH� IW DOVR RSHUDWHV three accommodation centres, 

VSHFL¿FDOO\ WKH DFFRPPRGDWLRQ FHQWUH LQ +DYtĜRY� WKH DFFRPPRGDWLRQ FHQWUH 
LQ KRVWHOHF QDG OUOLFt DQG� LQ MD\ ����� WKH ZDVWiYND UHFHSWLRQ FHQWUH ZDV 
also established as an accommodation centre to serve a dual purpose. 

In both types of facilities, food is provided in addition to accommodation 

VHUYLFHV �D UHJXODU ¿QDQFLDO FRQWULEXWLRQ WKDW DOVR VHUYHV WR KHOS ZLWK FRRNLQJ 
one’s own meals is donated). The role of social workers is irreplaceable, 

a balanced offer of leisure-time activities is available. The workers who 

are in direct contact with the target group work under expert supervision. 

Services of social nature are available to clients, a psychologist comes 

WR YLVLW WKH IDFLOLW\ SDUWLFXODUO\ WR IXO¿O WKH QHHGV RI YXOQHUDEOH SHUVRQV�

AV RI �� 'HFHPEHU ����� the total capacity of the reception and 
accommodation centres was 618 beds.
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Integration asylum centres serve to provide temporary accommodation 

for those persons who have been granted asylum or subsidiary 

SURWHFWLRQ LQ WKH ¿UVW VWDJH RI WKHLU LQWHJUDWLRQ� WKH PD[LPXP SHULRG 
RI DFFRPPRGDWLRQ LV GH¿QHG DV �� PRQWKV LQ WKH AV\OXP AFW� +HUH� 
DOO DFFRPPRGDWHG UHFRJQLVHG UHIXJHHV DQG EHQH¿FLDULHV RI VXEVLGLDU\ 
protection are provided with assistance from a social worker, consultancy 

aimed at obtaining housing or employment, other integration activities 

and Czech language courses.

AV RI �� 'HFHPEHU ����� WKH S8Z RSHUDWHG D WRWDO RI IRXU LQWHJUDWLRQ 
DV\OXP FHQWUHV ZKHUH D WRWDO RI �� DFFRPPRGDWLRQ XQLWV ZLWK WKH 
PD[LPXP FDSDFLW\ RI ��� EHGV DUH DYDLODEOH WR UHFRJQLVHG UHIXJHHV 
(they are assigned according to the size and nature of the accommodated 

families).

Use of Accommodation Capacities in 2018

IQ ����� a total of 1,575 newly arrived foreign nationals – applicants 

for international protection (including new-borns born while the mother 

was staying in an asylum facility) – came to asylum facilities. The citizens 

of Ukraine ���� SHUVRQV� L�H� ���� ��� Georgia ���� SHUVRQV� L�H� ���� ���  
Cuba ���� SHUVRQV� L�H� ��� �� DQG Armenia ���� SHUVRQV� L�H� ��� �� 
most often came to asylum facilities.

On the average, 61 % of the capacity of reception and accommodation 
centres was used, these data include only the persons physically 

staying in these facilities. If foreign nationals who are registered in 

the accommodation centres but who are physically staying outside the 

accommodation centres were also included, the extent of using the 

FDSDFLW\ RI WKH DFFRPPRGDWLRQ FHQWUHV ZRXOG EH ��� � RQ WKH DYHUDJH� 

Applicants for international protection accommodated in an accommodation 

centre have the option to leave the centre on a long-term basis at their 
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UHTXHVW� IQ ����� WKLV RSWLRQ ZDV XVHG� RQ WKH DYHUDJH� E\ ���� �  
of the registered applicants for international protection.

With respect to the integration asylum centres (IAC), there were no 

changes in accommodation capacities during the year. The extent to which 

WKH FDSDFLW\ RI WKH IA&V ZDV XVHG KRYHUHG EHWZHHQ �� � LQ JXQH DQG  
�� � LQ WKH ODVW PRQWKV RI WKH \HDU �NRYHPEHU DQG 'HFHPEHU� EHFDXVH� 
for capacity reasons, their capacity was also used to accommodate those 

applicants for international protection whose proceedings on granting 

international protection were still pending. The average occupancy rate 

RI WKH IA&V ZDV �� � GXULQJ WKH \HDU�

4.3 INTEGRATION OF RECOGNISED REFUGEES AND BENEFICIARIES 
OF SUBSIDIARY PROTECTION

The integration of persons who were granted international protection is 

governed by the State Integration Programme (SIP). Legislatively, 

SIP LV JRYHUQHG E\ SHFWLRQV �� WKURXJK �� RI AFW NR� �������� &ROO�� 
RQ AV\OXP� TKH FXUUHQW SIP ZDV DSSURYHG LQ D GRYHUQPHQW RHVROXWLRQ 
NR� ����� RI �� NRYHPEHU ���� DQG HQWHUHG LQWR IRUFH RQ � JDQXDU\ 
����� OQ �� JDQXDU\ ����� WKH JRYHUQPHQW DSSURYHG WKH updated 
version of SIP LQ LWV RHVROXWLRQ NR� ����. In addition to the binding 

principles of SIP, this Resolution provides that the Minister of the Interior 

will ensure the function of the general provider of integration 
services (GPIS) in 2017 and in the following years. Since January 
2017, this provider with an overall responsibility for integration 
activities has been the Refugee Facilities Administration��, which 

�� OQ WKH VWDWH LQWHJUDWLRQ SURJUDPPH IRU EHQH¿FLDULHV RI LQWHUQDWLRQDO SURWHFWLRQ LQ WKH 
\HDU ���� DQG LQ WKH IROORZLQJ \HDUV�
�� OQ DPHQGPHQW WR GRYHUQPHQW RHVROXWLRQ NR� ��� RI �� NRYHPEHU ����� RQ WKH SWDWH 
IQWHJUDWLRQ PURJUDPPH IRU PHUVRQV ZLWK GUDQWHG IQWHUQDWLRQDO PURWHFWLRQ LQ ���� DQG WKH 
)ROORZLQJ YHDUV�
�� TKLV UROH LV DOVR DVVLJQHG E\ WKH DPHQGPHQW RI WKH DIRUHPHQWLRQHG AFW �AFW NR� �������� 
&ROO��� ZKLFK HQWHUHG LQWR IRUFH LQ AXJXVW �����
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is, among other things, the operator of integration asylum centres. In 

its updated version, the programme is better able to respond to the 

needs of the integration process. 

The goal of the programme is to continue to facilitate the process  

RI LQWHJUDWLRQ RI EHQH¿FLDULHV RI LQWHUQDWLRQDO SURWHFWLRQ LQ WKH &]HFK 
Republic particularly with respect to Czech language lessons, entry 

into the labour market, housing, education of children and retraining.

The general provider of integration services under the State Integration 

Programme, i.e. the Refugees Facilities Administration of the MoI, 

PHGLDWHV WKH LQWHJUDWLRQ VHUYLFHV WR UHFRJQLVHG UHIXJHHV DQG EHQH¿FLDULHV  
of subsidiary protection throughout the territory of the CR. The general 

provider is responsible for coordinating and ensuring integration services 

IRU UHFRJQLVHG UHIXJHHV DQG EHQH¿FLDULHV RI VXEVLGLDU\ SURWHFWLRQ LQ 
cooperation with other entities, which mainly include the relevant 

MLQLVWULHV� PXQLFLSDOLWLHV� QRQ�JRYHUQPHQWDO QRQ�SUR¿W RUJDQLVDWLRQV� 
churches, volunteers, employers, etc. The provider may ensure individual 

services through a third party on a subcontracting basis. As a result  

RI WKH WUDQVLWLRQ WR WKH GPIS� WKH H[SHFWHG VWDELOLVDWLRQ RI WKH SURYLVLRQ 
of these services under SIP has been achieved.

All the assistance to, support for and cooperation of the eligible person 

is governed by an individual integration plan, which the provider 

prepares in close cooperation with the eligible persons and the workers 

of integration asylum centres. An integration plan is a basic document 

GHVFULELQJ WKH LQWHJUDWLRQ REMHFWLYHV IRU D VSHFL¿F SHUVRQ DQG WKH 
course of integration in the following key integration areas: housing, 

employment, education and removal of the language barrier as well 

as in the welfare and medical areas. These are activities that will lead 

WR DFFRPSOLVKPHQW RI WKH GH¿QHG JRDO� )LQDQFHV IRU LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ 
and performance of the activities are drawn from a special budget and 

the duration of the cooperation on the implementation of the plan is  
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�� PRQWKV� TKH SODQ DOVR LQFOXGHV SURYLGLQJ WKH HOLJLEOH SHUVRQ ZLWK 
PDWHULDO HTXLSPHQW� ZKLFK LV SDLG IURP WKH EXGJHW DFFRUGLQJ WR SUH�
set limits.

IQ ����� D WRWDO RI 121 eligible persons joined SIP, which represents 

D ��� LQFUHDVH DV FRPSDUHG ZLWK WKH SUHYLRXV \HDU� 'XULQJ WKH \HDU� 
D WRWDO RI �� QHZ LQGLYLGXDO LQWHJUDWLRQ SODQV ZHUH SUHSDUHG IRU D WRWDO 
RI �� EHQH¿FLDULHV RI LQWHUQDWLRQDO SURWHFWLRQ� )URP WKH ¿QDQFHV LQ 
WKH DPRXQW RI ���� PLOOLRQ &ZK DOORFDWHG WR SIP LQ WKH \HDU ����� WKH 
DPRXQW RI &ZK ���������� ZDV XVHG WR SURYLGH LQWHJUDWLRQ VHUYLFHV� 
'LUHFW FRVWV RI VHUYLFHV� DFFRPPRGDWLRQ DQG HTXLSPHQW IRU WKH HOLJLEOH 
persons accounted for the largest part of this amount, other costs 

LQFOXGHG SD\PHQWV IRU LQWHJUDWLRQ VHUYLFHV WR QRQ�SUR¿W RUJDQLVDWLRQV�
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AN' OT+(R V8LN(RABL( 
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IQ ����� 29 unaccompanied third-country minor nationals 

�KHUHLQDIWHU UHIHUUHG WR DV WKH ³XQDFFRPSDQLHG PLQRUV �́ ³8AMV´� 
were placed in the specialised Facility for Children-foreigners. In 

that year, 10 unaccompanied minors applied for international 
protection in the CR.

IQ ����� FKLOGUHQ IURP Afghanistan (9 persons) and Iraq  
(5 persons) most often stayed in the Facility for Children-foreigners.

IQ ����� the existing care system for unaccompanied minors 
in the CR continued to be developed, and certain internal 
changes within the purview of the MoEYS were made, 
particularly with regard to the best interests of the child and 
timely integration into the Czech educational system and the 
Czech society� TKH PRGL¿FDWLRQV PDSSHG DQG WRRN LQWR DFFRXQW 
the age, gender and ethnicity of the current migrant population 

and fully supported individualised and professional approach to 

DGGUHVVLQJ WKH SUREOHPV RI 8AMV�

Regular meetings of what is referred to as the “expert group”, which 

UHVSRQGV WR WKH FXUUHQW VLWXDWLRQ RI 8AMV LQ WKH &R DQG WULHV WR 
provide suggestions for legislation governing the issues of minor 

foreign nationals, continued to be held. Once again, the crucial topic 

was verification	of	the	age	of	UAMs� IQ ����� KHDGZD\ ZDV PDGH 
in addressing these issues when the MoI CR, in cooperation with  
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WKH 8N+&R DQG WKH OPEXGVPDQ OI¿FH� SUHSDUHG D SLORW SURMHFW 
IRU YHULI\LQJ WKH DJH RI 8AMV� EDVHG RQ SV\FKRORJLFDO LQWHUYLHZV 
with the clients.

5.1 UNACCOMPANIED MINORS 

IQ WKLV ¿HOG� WKH &]HFK RHSXEOLF IROORZV WKH Policy for the Protection and 

Care of Unaccompanied Minor Foreign Nationals, Including Applicants for 

International Protection� ZKLFK ZDV DGRSWHG LQ ����� TKLV SROLF\ GH¿QHG 
WKH UXOHV IRU WUHDWPHQW RI 8AMV ZKR DUULYH LQ WKH WHUULWRU\ RI WKH &]HFK 
RHSXEOLF ZLWKRXW D OHJDO UHSUHVHQWDWLYH DQG DOVR GH¿QHG WKH V\VWHP  
of care and the conditions for the integration of this group.

AW WKH PRPHQW ZKHQ LW LV IRXQG RXW WKDW DQ 8AM LV SUHVHQW LQ WKH WHUULWRU\ 
of the Czech Republic, the Social-legal Child Protection Authority (OSPOD) 

LV SURPSWO\ QRWL¿HG� &DUH RI DQ 8AM VWDUWV LPPHGLDWHO\ DIWHU WKH 8AM LV 
UHFHLYHG E\ DQ OSPO' RI¿FLDO ZKR LV REOLJHG WR DFW LQ WKH EHVW LQWHUHVW 
RI WKH FKLOG DQG SURYLGH WKH FKLOG ZLWK DGHTXDWH FDUH�

TR WDNH FDUH RI XQDFFRPSDQLHG PLQRUV� WKH &R KDV D XQLTXH VLWH ± WKH 
Facility for Children-foreigners (ZDC), which provides care to children 

ZKR DUH QRW FLWL]HQV RI WKH &R DQG PHHW WKH FRQGLWLRQV GH¿QHG E\ WKH 
Act on the Social-Legal Protection of Children. The facility provides full 

direct custody, therapeutic and support services, education, intensive 

work on the integration process and preparation for future self-reliant life.

AW WKH EHJLQQLQJ RI WKH FKLOG¶V VWD\ DW WKH Z'&� WKH QHHGV DQG VLWXDWLRQ  
of the child is comprehensively assessed and, based on the results of this 

assessment, an individual personality development plan and individual 

educational plan is prepared for each client. The system adopted in 



EMN Annual Report on Asylum and Migration Policy 2018

��

���� SDUWLFXODUO\ PDGH VXUH WKDW HDFK PLQRU IRUHLJQ QDWLRQDO LV JLYHQ 
the opportunity of being subjected to the comprehensive assessment 

DW WKH Z'&� BDVHG RQ VXFK LGHQWL¿HG REMHFWLYH IDFWV� LW ZDV SRVVLEOH WR 
set up the aforementioned integration plans together with the client.

Collaboration with three institutions, which were assigned to collaborate 

ZLWK WKH Z'& LQ ���� DQG ZKLFK FDQ DOVR SURYLGH H[SHUW VHUYLFHV IRU 
8AMV XQGHU WKH PHWKRGRORJLFDO JXLGDQFH RI WKH Z'&� KDV SURYHG WR 
be very fruitful. Last year, the details of the interconnection and close 

FRRSHUDWLRQ EHWZHHQ WKH Z'& DQG WKHVH LQVWLWXWLRQV� ZKLFK SURYLGH FOLHQWV 
ZLWK IROORZ�XS VHUYLFHV DIWHU FRPSOHWLRQ RI GLDJQRVWLFV� ZHUH ¿QH�WXQHG�

Collaboration with volunteers, which was taking place under the 

volunteer programme in a project of Organization for Aid to Refugees 

�OP8�� ZDV DOVR RI JUHDW LPSRUWDQFH IRU ZRUN ZLWK WKH FOLHQWV RI WKH 
Z'& WKURXJKRXW WKH \HDU�
 

TRJHWKHU ZLWK OP8 ZRUNHUV� UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV RI WKH Z'& DOVR SDUWLFLSDWHG LQ 
a project of host care for unaccompanied minor foreign nationals. 

Conditions for recruitment, selection and collaboration with parties 

interested in providing host care were prepared, and in several cases, 

very good relationships were established, which provided the clients 

RI WKH Z'& ZLWK QHZ H[SHULHQFHV� VXSSRUW DQG D UHDVVXULQJ IHHOLQJ�

IQ ����� regular meetings of experts participating in work with 
UAMs who were members of “expert groups” continued to be 
held. Once again, the crucial topic was determining the age of UAMs. 
+RZHYHU� WKLV \HDU� KHDGZD\ ZDV PDGH LQ DGGUHVVLQJ WKLV LVVXH� TKH 
MLQLVWU\ RI WKH IQWHULRU RI WKH &R� LQ FRRSHUDWLRQ ZLWK WKH 8N+&R DQG 
WKH OPEXGVPDQ OI¿FH� SUHSDUHG D SLORW SURMHFW IRU YHULI\LQJ WKH DJH 
RI 8AMV EDVHG RQ SV\FKRORJLFDO LQWHUYLHZV ZLWK FOLHQWV� TKHUH ZHUH 
several meetings about this topic, including trainings of experts, and 

WKH SURMHFW ZLOO VXEVHTXHQWO\ EH LPSOHPHQWHG LQ SUDFWLFH�
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There were no changes in the legislation governing the methods 
of work with UAMs in 2018.

Statistics

IQ ����� D WRWDO RI 29 unaccompanied minors�� were staying in the 

VSHFLDOLVHG Z'& �WKLV QXPEHU DPRXQWV WR GR]HQV RI SHUVRQV HYHU\ \HDU�� 
10�� unaccompanied minors applied for international protection in the 

same year (the number of unaccompanied minor applicants applying 

for international protection is approximately in single digits every year). 

In comparison with the other Member States, these are still very low 

numbers.

AFFRUGLQJ WR WKH ¿JXUHV IRU UHFHQW \HDUV� LW LV WUXH WKDW PRVW XQDFFRPSDQLHG 
PLQRUV VWD\LQJ LQ WKH &R DUH ROGHU WKDQ �� \HDUV EXW WKH\ DUH QRW FORVH 
WR UHDFKLQJ OHJDO DJH� MDOHV FOHDUO\ SUHGRPLQDWH� IQ ����� LW ZDV PRVWO\ 
FKLOGUHQ IURP AIJKDQLVWDQ �� SHUVRQV� DQG IUDT �� SHUVRQV� ZKR ZHUH 
staying in the Facility for Children-foreigners.

Table	5:	The numbers of unaccompanied minor foreign nationals who 

DSSOLHG IRU LQWHUQDWLRQDO SURWHFWLRQ LQ WKH SHULRG ����±����

Source:	'AMP �IRU WKH SHULRG ����±������ )DFLOLW\ IRU &KLOGUHQ�IRUHLJQHUV �Z'&� 
�IRU WKH \HDUV ���� DQG ������ VWDUWLQJ IURP ����� WKH VRXUFH LV RQFH DJDLQ 'AMP

Year 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 201642 201743 2018

Number of unaccompanied 
minors applying for international 
protection

36 9 4 8 5 2 6 14 4 7 10

�� SRXUFH� Z'& 
�� Source: DAMP 

�� This number may not be complete for the CR, this is the number of children who were 

placed in the Facility for Children-foreigners and applied for international protection in 

WKLV IDFLOLW\ LQ �����
�� This number may not be complete for the CR, this is the number of children who were 

placed in the Facility for Children-foreigners and applied for international protection in 

WKLV IDFLOLW\ LQ �����  
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5.2 OTHER VULNERABLE GROUPS OF PERSONS

As concerns proceedings on granting international protection, persons 

with health issues, seniors, pregnant women, single parents with a minor 

child, persons with a mental disorder and persons who were subjected 

to abuse, rape or another serious form of mental, physical or sexual 

violence, as well as unaccompanied minor foreign nationals and victims 

RI KXPDQ WUDI¿FNLQJ EHORQJ WR ZKDW LV UHIHUUHG WR DV ³YXOQHUDEOH JURXSV´ 
DFFRUGLQJ WR 'LUHFWLYH ��������(8 RI WKH (XURSHDQ PDUOLDPHQW DQG  
RI WKH &RXQFLO RI �� JXQH ���� OD\LQJ GRZQ VWDQGDUGV IRU WKH UHFHSWLRQ 
of applicants for international protection (Reception Directive).

TKH &]HFK RHSXEOLF KDV D V\VWHP LQ SODFH WR SURYLGH YLFWLPV RI WUDI¿FNLQJ 
ZLWK VXSSRUW DQG DVVLVWDQFH DQG DOVR IRFXVHV RQ SUHYHQWLRQ LQ WKLV ¿HOG� 
)RU YLFWLPV RI KXPDQ WUDI¿FNLQJ ROGHU WKDQ �� \HDUV� WKH &]HFK RHSXEOLF 
KDV WKH PURJUDPPH RI SXSSRUW DQG PURWHFWLRQ RI VLFWLPV RI TUDI¿FNLQJ� 
DQG IRU YLFWLPV RI KXPDQ WUDI¿FNLQJ \RXQJHU WKDQ �� \HDUV� WKHUH LV  
a special system of assistance in place, which is within the purview  

RI WKH MLQLVWU\ RI (GXFDWLRQ� YRXWK DQG SSRUWV� TKH RI¿FHV RI OSPO'� 
which protect the rights and defend the interests of a vulnerable child, 

also play an important role in addressing the situations of child victims 

RI KXPDQ WUDI¿FNLQJ� TKH WRSLF RI KXPDQ WUDI¿FNLQJ LV FRYHUHG LQ JUHDWHU 
GHWDLO LQ &KDSWHU ��
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IQ ����� 15 persons ZHUH SURVHFXWHG IRU KXPDQ WUDI¿FNLQJ DQG  
16 persons were convicted of this crime in the same year.

IQ ����� D WRWDO RI 10	victims	of	human	trafficking	from	among	
third-country nationals �LQ DGGLWLRQ WR � SHUVRQV IURP WKH (8 
countries) were included in the special Programme for the Support 
and Protection of Victims of Human Trafficking operated by 

WKH MLQLVWU\ RI WKH IQWHULRU� TKH �� WKLUG�FRXQWU\ QDWLRQDOV LQFOXGHG 
� SHUVRQV ZLWK Philippine citizenship.

IQ ����� D NGO VSHFLDOLVLQJ LQ WKH LVVXHV RI KXPDQ WUDI¿FNLQJ DOVR 
SURYLGHG LWV VHUYLFHV WR SUREDEOH YLFWLPV RI KXPDQ WUDI¿FNLQJ ZKR� 
for one reason or another, did not want to join the Programme for 

WKH SXSSRUW DQG PURWHFWLRQ RI VLFWLPV RI +XPDQ TUDI¿FNLQJ RU GLG QRW
want to cooperate with law enforcement authorities, these persons 

were from Nigeria, Nepal and Pakistan.

6.1 HUMAN TRAFFICKING

PXUVXDQW WR AFW RQ VLFWLPV RI &ULPHV �NR� ������� &ROO��� YLFWLPV RI KXPDQ  
WUDI¿FNLQJ DUH FRQVLGHUHG WR EH D JURXS RI HVSHFLDOO\ YXOQHUDEOH SHUVRQV� 
who need to be treated in a sensitive and special manner. The National 

RHIHUHQFH MHFKDQLVP LV FRQ¿JXUHG DFFRUGLQJO\�
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There is a Programme of the Ministry of the Interior of the Czech Republic 

IRU WKH SXSSRUW DQG PURWHFWLRQ RI VLFWLPV RI +XPDQ TUDI¿FNLQJ �KHUHLQDIWHU 
UHIHUUHG WR DV WKH ³PURJUDPPH´� IRU YLFWLPV RI KXPDQ WUDI¿FNLQJ ROGHU 
WKDQ �� \HDUV� IRU (8 FLWL]HQV WUDI¿FNHG LQ WKH WHUULWRU\ RI WKH &R� IRU 
WKLUG�FRXQWU\ QDWLRQDOV WUDI¿FNHG LQ WKH WHUULWRU\ RI WKH &R DV ZHOO DV  
IRU &R FLWL]HQV WUDI¿FNHG LQ WKH WHUULWRU\ RI WKH &R RU DEURDG� TKH PURJUDPPH 
LV D PHDVXUH FUHDWHG WR SURYLGH YLFWLPV RI KXPDQ WUDI¿FNLQJ ZLWK VXSSRUW 
and appropriate protection based on individual risk assessment.

IQ ����� D WRWDO RI 17 probable	victims	of	human	trafficking were 

LQFOXGHG LQ WKH PURJUDPPH �WKLV UHSUHVHQWV D GHFUHDVH E\ � SHUVRQV LQ 
FRPSDULVRQ ZLWK WKH \HDU ������ TKH YLFWLPV FDPH IURP Philippines 
���� Romania (1), Sierra Leone (1) and the Czech Republic ���� TKHVH 
persons were subjected to labour and sexual exploitation. The ages  

of the victims were between 28 and 45 years. 

The key objective of the Programme is the humanitarian dimension  

RI DVVLVWDQFH DQG SURWHFWLRQ RI YLFWLPV RI KXPDQ WUDI¿FNLQJ� 8QGHU WKH 
Programme, the victims of this serious crime are offered accommodation, 

psychological-social and medical assistance, interpretation services, legal 

assistance, lawyer services, assistance in searching for a job, the option 

WR OHJDOLVH WKH YLFWLP¶V UHVLGHQFH DQG D GLJQL¿HG UHWXUQ WR WKH YLFWLP¶V 
country of origin. Nevertheless, its purpose is also to obtain relevant 

information on the criminal environment that may lead to exposing, 

convicting and sentencing perpetrators. All the victims included 
in the Programme showed interest in pressing charges at the 
relevant unit of the PCR to initiate investigation into their cases.

TKHUH ZHUH QR PDMRU FKDQJHV LQ WKH VLWXDWLRQ LQ KXPDQ WUDI¿FNLQJ GXULQJ 
WKH \HDU ���� DV FRPSDUHG ZLWK WKH SUHYLRXV \HDU� SH[XDO DQG ODERXU 
H[SORLWDWLRQV ZHUH VWLOO WKH PRVW IUHTXHQW IRUPV RI KXPDQ WUDI¿FNLQJ� 
+RZHYHU� WKHUH ZHUH DOVR PL[HG FDVHV ZKHUH WKH IRUPV DUH FRPELQHG� 
including forced marriages or coercion to perpetrate crimes.
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It needs to be added that the information on the number of persons 

does not reflect the overall situation in human trafficking in the 

Czech Republic. The Programme needs to be perceived merely as one  

RI WKH SRVVLEOH PHDVXUHV IRU YLFWLPV RI KXPDQ WUDI¿FNLQJ� SLQFH ���� 
when the Programme was launched, a total of 245 probable victims  
of	human	trafficking were included in the Programme.

Voluntary returns of 3 persons (Romania, Sierra Leone, Philippines) 

ZHUH FDUULHG RXW WKURXJK WKH VROXQWDU\ RHWXUQV PURJUDPPH� ZKLFK LV 
D SDUW RI WKH PURJUDPPH� LQ �����

Costs amounting to CZK 1,425,834 were spent on the aforementioned 

DFWLYLWLHV SHUIRUPHG XQGHU WKH PURJUDPPH LQ �����

6.2 PREVENTIVE ACTIVITIES AND EDUCATIONAL EVENTS IN 2018

Support of preventive activities and educational measures is an important 

part of the Programme. Extensive preventive-informational activities 

GHVLJQHG WR UDLVH DZDUHQHVV RI KXPDQ WUDI¿FNLQJ DUH FDUULHG RXW ZLWK WKH 
¿QDQFLDO VXSSRUW RI WKH MRI HYHU\ \HDU� IQ ����� WKH QRQ�JRYHUQPHQWDO 
QRQ�SUR¿W VHFWRU FDUULHG RXW D preventive campaign ¿QDQFHG E\ WKH MRI� 
ZLWK D IRFXV RQ WUDI¿FNHG DQG H[SORLWHG SHUVRQV DQG RQ SHUVRQV ZKR DUH 
DW ULVN RI EHLQJ WUDI¿FNHG DQG H[SORLWHG� DQG D FDPSDLJQ WDUJHWHG RQ WKH 
general public in the form of a video clip and a comics. Non-governmental 

organisations also carried out field	surveys in order to analyse the 

environment, seek out and inform potential victims in the territory of the CR.

Human	trafficking	trainings	RI FRQVXODU RI¿FLDOV WRRN SODFH LQ ���� 
DQG WUDLQLQJV RI ¿HOG VRFLDO ZRUNHUV� OSPO' RI¿FLDOV� UHJLRQDO RI¿FLDOV 
involved in crime prevention and specialists from among members  

RI WKH P&R LQ WKH LVVXHV RI LGHQWLI\LQJ SRWHQWLDO KXPDQ WUDI¿FNLQJ YLFWLPV 
took place in socially marginalised locations (these trainings took place 
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LQ ÒVWt QDG LDEHP� PLOVHQ DQG OVWUDYD�� OWKHU WUDLQLQJV DQG VHPLQDUV 
ZHUH RUJDQLVHG E\ N&8&O& DV SDUW RI SROLFH WUDLQLQJ� AW WKH JXVWLFH 
Academy, there was a seminar for public prosecutors and judges on 

the procedures for international cooperation. A representative of the 

MLQLVWU\ RI WKH IQWHULRU RI WKH &R DOVR DFTXDLQWHG WKH SDUWLFLSDQWV RI WKH 
meetings of multidisciplinary teams for victims of crime, which were 

KHOG LQ LLEHUHF DQG ÒVWt QDG LDEHP� ZLWK WKH KXPDQ WUDI¿FNLQJ LVVXHV 
and the possibilities for assisting the victims of these crimes.

Cooperation of the involved entities contributes to effective combat 

against human trafficking. A meeting of the Interdepartmental 
Coordination	Taskforce	for	Combatting	Human	Trafficking	was held 

LQ ����� TKLV FRRUGLQDWLRQ WDVNIRUFH VHUYHV DV D SODWIRUP IRU H[FKDQJH 
of information among the members of the interdepartmental taskforce 

DQG IRU FRRUGLQDWLRQ RI DFWLYLWLHV LQ WKH FRPEDW DJDLQVW KXPDQ WUDI¿FNLQJ 
at the national level. The members of this taskforce, which include 

governmental as well as non-governmental organisations, provide input 

IRU WKH DQQXDO UHSRUW RQ WKH VLWXDWLRQ RI KXPDQ WUDI¿FNLQJ LQ WKH &R��.

TKH &]HFK RHSXEOLF DOVR FRRSHUDWHV ZLWK VLJQL¿FDQW VRXUFH FRXQWULHV 
and international organisations (OSCE��, ICMPD��, DCAF��, etc.). It also 

actively participates in the sessions of the platform of National Rapporteurs 

DQG (TXLYDOHQW MHFKDQLVPV� ZKLFK DUH RUJDQLVHG E\ WKH (XURSHDQ 
&RPPLVVLRQ DQG WKH (8 MHPEHU SWDWH FXUUHQWO\ KROGLQJ WKH SUHVLGHQF\ 
WZLFH D \HDU� IQ WKH ¿HOG RI SROLFH FRRSHUDWLRQ� JRLQW IQYHVWLJDWLRQ THDPV 
(JITs) are used abundantly and there is also cooperation with established 

platforms such as EMPACT���(T8T8��.

�� KWWS���ZZZ�PYFU�F]�FODQHN�REFKRG�V�OLGPL�GRNXPHQW\��������DVS[ 
�� Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe

�� International Centre for Migration Policy Development

�� The Geneva Centre for the Democratic Control of Armed Forces

�� European Multidisciplinary Platform against Criminal Threats

�� (T8T8 ZDV FUHDWHG DV D VXE�SURMHFW RI (MPA&T LQ ���� DQG LWV JRDO LV WR FRPEDW KXPDQ 
WUDI¿FNLQJ LQ FRQQHFWLRQ ZLWK WKH FLWL]HQV RI NLJHULD� TKH OHDGLQJ VWDWH RI WKLV SURMHFW LV GHUPDQ\�
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Statistics

IQ ����� 15 persons were prosecuted by the Police of the Czech Republic 

and 16 persons were convicted RI KXPDQ WUDI¿FNLQJ LQ WKH VDPH \HDU�

Table	6:	The numbers of persons prosecuted for and convicted  

RI KXPDQ WUDI¿FNLQJ LQ WKH SHULRG ����±����

Source:	* The Police Presidium, ** The Ministry of Justice




 IQ ����� WKHUH ZDV DQ H[WHQVLYH UHFRQVWUXFWLRQ RI WKH &ULPH TUDFNLQJ 
Statistical System carried out, therefore, it is not possible to compare the number 

RI SHUVRQV SURVHFXWHG IRU KXPDQ WUDI¿FNLQJ LQ WKDW \HDU ZLWK WKH QXPEHUV IURP 
previous years. 

Crime	of	Human	Trafficking	in	Relation	to	Foreign	Nationals

IQ ����� WKHUH ZDV DQ LQFUHDVH RI SUREDEOH YLFWLPV RI KXPDQ WUDI¿FNLQJ 
IURP PKLOLSSLQHV LQ KXPDQ WUDI¿FNLQJ LQ WKH &R LQ FRPSDULVRQ ZLWK WKH 
SUHYLRXV \HDUV� IW ZDV QRW SURYHG LQ ���� WKDW LOOHJDO PLJUDQWV ZHUH 
VXEMHFWHG WR KXPDQ WUDI¿FNLQJ�

Year 2012 2013 2014 2015

Number of persons prosecuted for human trafficking* 31 25 16 12

Number of persons convicted of human trafficking** 11 20 6 19

2016

23***

8

2018

15

16

2017

24

14
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�INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION 

AN' PROJ(&TS &ON&(RNING 
MIGRATION AN' ASYL8M

The Ministry of the Interior has been implementing the Aid in 
Place programme (Programme of the Ministry of the Interior 
for Assistance to Refugees in Regions of Origin and for 
Prevention of Large Migration Flows)� IQ ����� WKH EXGJHW  
of the Programme was 150 million CZK, same as in the previous 

year. The assistance and support, which is complementary to the 

provision of humanitarian aid abroad within the purview of the 

MoFA is directed particularly to third countries with the purpose of 

providing refugees with direct support as well as providing support 

for building capacities for dealing with the issues of refugees and 

migration in the host states.

Implementation of the MEDEVAC SURJUDPPH FRQWLQXHG LQ ����� 
This programme is focused on providing professional medical care 

to vulnerable groups of inhabitants in regions affected by a refugee 

FULVLV RU D QDWXUDO FDWDVWURSKH� VSHFL¿FDOO\ LQ eight countries, which 

UHÀHFW LWV WHUULWRULDO SULRULWLHV�
 

'XULQJ WKH \HDU ����� D WRWDO RI 337 members of Czech compatriot 
communities in Ukraine and Venezuela resettled to the CR under 

the Programme for Providing Assistance to Czech Compatriots.
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7.1 INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION AND PROJECTS

The international cooperation in migration-related issues continued 

LQ ���� SDUWLFXODUO\ LQ WKH IRUP RI LQWHQVLYH FRQWDFWV DW WKH OHYHO  
RI LQGLYLGXDO ERGLHV RI WKH (XURSHDQ 8QLRQ� LQFOXGLQJ WKHLU DJHQFLHV 
VXFK DV WKH (XURSHDQ BRUGHU DQG &RDVW GXDUG AJHQF\ �)RONT(;� DQG 
WKH (XURSHDQ AV\OXP SXSSRUW OI¿FH �(ASO�� TKH &]HFK RHSXEOLF DOVR 
concentrated on strengthening the practical and operational cooperation 

in all aspects of migration, asylum and the protection of state borders 

RQ D ELODWHUDO OHYHO DV ZHOO DV RQ D PXOWLODWHUDO DQG 8QLRQ OHYHO�

IQ ����� LQ WKH H[WHUQDO GLPHQVLRQ RI WKH (XURSHDQ 8QLRQ� WKH &]HFK 
Republic continued to participate in developing and implementing the 

LQVWUXPHQWV RI WKH GOREDO ASSURDFK WR MLJUDWLRQ DQG MRELOLW\ �GAMM� 
representing a strategic framework of the external migration policy of the 

(XURSHDQ 8QLRQ� IQ ����� LQ RUGHU WR LPSOHPHQW LWV SULRULWLHV LQ DV\OXP DQG 
migration, the Czech Republic also closely cooperated with international 

organisations, especially with the International Organisation for Migration 

(IOM), the International Centre for Migration Policy Development (ICMPD) 

DQG WKH OI¿FH RI WKH 8N +LJK &RPPLVVLRQHU IRU RHIXJHHV �8N+&R��

The Czech Republic has been engaged in long-term cooperation with 

the main transit and source countries of migration into the Czech 

RHSXEOLF DQG WKH HQWLUH (8� )RU WKLV UHDVRQ� WKH &]HFK RHSXEOLF LV  
D GH¿QLWH VXSSRUWHU RI FRRSHUDWLRQ ZLWK QRQ�(8 FRXQWULHV DQG WULHV 
to accomplish its priorities in migration dialogues (such as the Prague 

PURFHVV� BXGDSHVW PURFHVV� RDEDW PURFHVV DQG KKDUWRXP PURFHVV�� TKH 
Czech Republic is actively involved in cooperating with and supporting 

third countries on a bilateral basis, too, particularly through long-term 

SROLFH DQG ¿QDQFLDO VXSSRUW IRU WKH :HVW BDONDQ FRXQWULHV DQG WKURXJK 
its operations in the Middle East and Africa. The Czech Republic also 

actively cooperates with European partners in reforming the asylum 

and migration system, which will result in creating a sustainable and 
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FULVLV�SURRI V\VWHP DW WKH (8 OHYHO� TR WKLV HQG� WKH &]HFK RHSXEOLF LV 
trying to negotiate measures at the European level, which will lead to 

addressing the causes of and preventing illegal migration, improving 

the protection of external borders, reducing secondary movements and 

improving the return policy.

 

Examples	of	specific	activities:

PRAGUE PROCESS

The Czech Republic maintains good relationships in the issues of eastern 

and south-eastern dimensions through the Prague Process, among other 

instruments. The Prague Process is the main dialogue with the countries 

of east regions, which are the main migration source countries for the 

Czech Republic. It is in the interest of the Czech Republic that there is  

a reinforced and effective dialogue, which will have a favourable impact on 

WKH RYHUDOO VLWXDWLRQ LQ WKH (8� IQ ����� WKH &]HFK RHSXEOLF SUHVLGHG RYHU 
WKH VWUDWHJLF JURXS RI WKH PUDJXH PURFHVV DQG ¿QLVKHG LWV PDQGDWH ZLWK 
D VHVVLRQ RI VHQLRU RI¿FLDOV KHOG LQ PUDJXH LQ 'HFHPEHU ����� 8QGHU WKH 
Prague Process, experts from the Czech Republic participated, for example, 

LQ WKH WUDLQLQJ RI ERUGHU JXDUGV IURP 8NUDLQH LQ PLJUDWLRQ PDQDJHPHQW� 
border protection and management of forced returns, for example, they also 

participated in a workshop covering the issues of the effective processing 

and sharing of asylum and migration information in North Macedonia. In 

����� LLWKXDQLD ZLOO EH SUHVLGLQJ RYHU WKH VWUDWHJLF JURXS EXW WKH &]HFK 
Republic will continue to be an active participant of respective activities.

MOBILAZE PROJECT WITH AZERBAIJAN 

IQ ����� WKH MOBILAZE�� project was launched to support Azerbaijan. 

TKLV SURMHFW LV GLYLGHG LQWR ¿YH FRPSRQHQWV� D� PRQLWRULQJ DQG DQDO\VLQJ 

�� Mobility Partnership with Azerbaijan
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migration movements, b) management of work-related migration, c) combat 

against illegal migration, d) asylum policy, e) returns and reintegration. 

The project is implemented primarily through the International Centre 

IRU MLJUDWLRQ PROLF\ 'HYHORSPHQW �I&MP'�� AORQJ ZLWK DQRWKHU VL[ (8 
Member States, the Czech Republic is involved in co-implementing the 

project where these countries provide experts for many activities related 

WR WKH SURMHFW� IQ RUGHU WR DFFRPSOLVK WKH JRDOV� D WRWDO RI � WUDLQLQJV 
for the professional community and for experts in the country were 

RUJDQLVHG LQ ����� WKHUH ZHUH DOVR � WUDLQLQJ RUJDQLVHG IRU MXGJHV WR 
LPSURYH WKHLU NQRZOHGJH RI GHQHYD &RQYHQWLRQV DQG RWKHU LQWHUQDWLRQDO 
migration legislation. One of the practical results is, for example,  

a dictionary for border and migration control, in the creation of which 

the experts from the Czech Republic played a major role. The project 

LV SODQQHG WR EH LPSOHPHQWHG XQWLO JXQH ���� DQG LW LV H[SHFWHG WKDW 
the implementation of the project will then continue under the name 

MOBILAZ( ��

COOPERATION AMONG THE VISEGRAD GROUP

At the regional level, the Ministry of the Interior of the CR is actively 

LQYROYHG LQ FRRSHUDWLRQ DPRQJ WKH FRXQWULHV RI WKH VLVHJUDG JURXS� 
particularly through the Migration Crisis Response Mechanism set up 

LQ ����� TKH PDLQ REMHFWLYHV RI WKLV PHFKDQLVP DUH WR UHLQIRUFH PXWXDO 
practical cooperation in three pillars – the internal dimension, information 

sharing and the external dimension. As part of this cooperation, there were 

several trainings of persons sent to hotspots as part of the operations 

RI WKH (XURSHDQ AV\OXP SXSSRUW OI¿FH �(ASO�� D MRLQW SURMHFW OHG E\ 
the Czech Republic and designed to support Jordan was elaborated 

RQ DQG WKHUH ZHUH GHOLEHUDWLRQV RQ DQG ¿QDOLVDWLRQ RI RWKHU SURMHFWV� 
VXFK DV D MRLQW H[HUFLVH RI WKH V� ERUGHU JXDUGV� ZKLFK ZLOO SUHSDUH 
experts for crisis situations (including the migration crisis), exchange 

RI PLJUDWLRQ�UHODWHG GDWD DPRQJ WKH V� FRXQWULHV� HWF�
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EUROPEAN ASYLUM SUPPORT OFFICE (EASO)

IQ ����� WKH NH\ DFWLYLWLHV RI WKH (XURSHDQ AV\OXP SXSSRUW OI¿FH �(ASO� 
continued to include particularly the operational and technical support  

RI WKH DV\OXP V\VWHPV LQ VHOHFWHG (8 MHPEHU SWDWHV ± SULPDULO\ LQ 
GUHHFH DQG IWDO\� TKH OSHUDWLRQDO PODQ RI WKH (ASO IRU IWDO\ IRU ���� 
GH¿QHG � DUHDV RI DVVLVWDQFH� TKH PDLQ DFWLYLWLHV ZHUH FRQFHQWUDWHG 
on assisting with registration of applicants for international protection, 

SURYLVLRQ RI LQIRUPDWLRQ DQG LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ RI SHUVRQV ZLWK VSHFLDO QHHGV� 
WKH VWUHQJWKHQLQJ RI FDSDFLW\ IRU SURFHVVLQJ 'XEOLQ &DVHV� HWF� IQ GUHHFH� 
WKH OSHUDWLRQDO PODQ GH¿QHG �� PHDVXUHV DLPLQJ WR SURYLGH DVVLVWDQFH 
LQ WKH ¿HOG RI WKH DV\OXP V\VWHP DQG WKH V\VWHP IRU UHFHLYLQJ DSSOLFDQWV 
for international protection, including assistance during proceedings on 

international protection in connection with the declaration made by the 

(8 DQG TXUNH\ RQ �� MDUFK �����

IQ ����� WKH (ASO FRQWLQXHG WR FDUU\ RXW LWV GXWLHV DULVLQJ IURP WKH 
FXUUHQW PDQGDWH� ZKLFK HQWUXVWV WKH RI¿FH ZLWK D VXSSRUWLQJ UROH IRU 
Member States particularly in harmonisation of the Single European 

Asylum System (SEAS), for example, as concerns the reception 

FRQGLWLRQV� LPSURYHPHQW RI WKH TXDOLW\ RI DV\OXP SURFHGXUHV� DVVHVVPHQW 
of vulnerability, Dublin Cases or preparation of shared information on 

countries of origin. The EASO also intensively concentrated on training 

national experts in the partial areas of its purview.

The CR participated in the activities of the EASO not only by attending 

the meetings of the EASO Board and other expert meetings but also 

by sending national experts whom the CR has been actively sending 

WR GUHHFH DQG IWDO\ VLQFH DXWXPQ ����� IQ ����� WKH &R VHQW D WRWDO  
RI �� QDWLRQDO H[SHUWV� VSHFL¿FDOO\ �� H[SHUWV WR IWDO\ DQG � H[SHUWV 
WR GUHHFH� DV SDUW RI WKH DIRUHPHQWLRQHG DFWLYLWLHV RI WKH (ASO�  
IQ WKH SHULRG ����±����� D WRWDO RI �� QDWLRQDO H[SHUWV RI WKH &]HFK 
Republic were sent abroad. As part of the training activities of the EASO,  
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� HPSOR\HHV RI WKH MLQLVWU\ RI WKH IQWHULRU RI WKH &R ZHUH WUDLQHG LQ 
����� SDUWLFXODUO\ LQ WKH ¿HOG RI LQWHUQDWLRQDO SURWHFWLRQ� WKH S(AS� 
country of origin information and reception procedures.

OQ �� JXQH ����� WKH (ASO 'D\� DWWHQGHG E\ WKH RI¿FLDOV RI WKH MLQLVWU\ 
of the Interior of the CR and a representative of the EASO, took place 

and served to present the current aforementioned activities of the 

EASO as well as to provide information for the employees of the Ministry  

RI WKH IQWHULRU ZKR PLJKW EH LQWHUHVWHG LQ EHLQJ VHQW WR GUHHFH DQG 
Italy in the future to perform the EASO activities.

7.2 HUMANITARIAN PROJECTS, RELOCATION, RESETTLEMENT

Assistance Abroad

In response to deterioration of the security and humanitarian situation 

LQ WKH LPPHGLDWH VXUURXQGLQJV RI WKH (8� DVVRFLDWHG PDLQO\ ZLWK WKH 
DUPHG FRQÀLFW LQ S\ULD� WKH GRYHUQPHQW RI WKH &R DSSURYHG WKH FUHDWLRQ  
of a permanent Programme of the Ministry of the Interior for Assistance 

to Refugees in Regions of Origin and for Prevention of Large Migration 

)ORZV �KHUHLQDIWHU UHIHUUHG WR DV ³ALG LQ PODFH´� LQ JDQXDU\ ����� IQ 
autumn of the same year, the government approved the more general 

Policy of the Ministry of the Interior for Assistance to Refugees and 

States under Strong Migration Pressure, which formulates the general 

framework within which the Ministry of the Interior is carrying out and 

will carry out its future activities relating to the external dimension  

of migration. The implementation particularly takes on the form  

of assistance to refugees and those states, which are under strong 

migration pressure. 

8QGHU WKH ALG LQ PODFH SURJUDPPH� WKH MLQLVWU\ RI WKH IQWHULRU VHQGV 
¿QDQFLDO GRQDWLRQV DEURDG� ZKLFK DUH LQWHQGHG SDUWLFXODUO\ WR KHOS 
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refugees directly on the site of their initial displacement and those 

states, which host a large number of refugees or face them as transit 

FRXQWULHV� IQ ����� ZKHQ WKH PLJUDWLRQ FULVLV ZDV FXOPLQDWLQJ SDUWLFXODUO\ 
in the region of the Middle East, the Ministry of the Interior allocated  

D WRWDO RI ��� PLOOLRQ &ZK WR WKH SURMHFWV LQYROYLQJ VXSSRUW IRU UHIXJHHV� 
Thus, the Czech Republic manifested solidarity directly with refugees 

who were provided with the basic care as well as with the states facing 

large migration pressure and, with its part, contributed to mitigation 

of the escalated migration situation.

+RZHYHU� WKH QHHGV RI UHIXJHHV DQG WKH VWDWHV KRVWLQJ PLJUDQWV LQ WKHLU 
WHUULWRULHV VWLOO SHUVLVW� AFFRUGLQJ WR WKH 8N+&R GDWD� XS WR �� PLOOLRQ 
Syrians still need assistance and a long-term and more comprehensive 

DSSURDFK LV UHTXLUHG WR UHVROYH WKHLU VLWXDWLRQ� TKH XQVWDEOH VHFXULW\� 
political and economic situation in a number of other countries has 

resulted in a growing number of refugees and migrants in the world. 

IQ VSLWH RI WKH VLJQL¿FDQW GHFUHDVH RI LOOHJDO PLJUDWLRQ GRZQ WR D OHYHO 
prevalent before the migration crisis, there has been an increase  

of migrants along the west Mediterranean migration routes, which 

UHTXLUHV IXUWKHU UHLQIRUFHPHQW RI FRRSHUDWLRQ ZLWK WKH FRXQWULHV LQ WKH 
region of sub-Saharan and Northern Africa and stabilisation of situation 

in the countries of origin and transit countries.

TKH DPRXQW RI DLG LQ ���� ZDV LQFUHDVHG WR ��� PLOOLRQ &ZK E\ D GHFLVLRQ 
RI WKH GRYHUQPHQW RI WKH &R ZLWK UHJDUG WR WKH PLJUDWLRQ VLWXDWLRQ� 
DQG WKLV EXGJHW DPRXQW UHPDLQHG WKH VDPH LQ ����� TKH SULRULW\ DUHDV  
RI WKH ALG LQ PODFH SURJUDPPH LQ ���� LQFOXGHG WKH UHJLRQ RI WKH MLGGOH 
East, the region of West Balkans and the greater Sahel region and 

North Africa.
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List of donations under the Aid in Place programme in 2018

Priority 1 – the Region of the Middle East 

HASHEMITE KINGDOM OF JORDAN

§	40 million CZK to support further development of the Azraq 
and Zatari refugee camps in Jordan

IQ ����� WKH SURMHFW LPSOHPHQWHG E\ WKH 8N+&R FRQFHQWUDWHG RQ UHSDLULQJ 
KRPHV DQG H[SDQGLQJ WKH LQIUDVWUXFWXUH LQ WKH ZDWDUL DQG A]UDT UHIXJHH 
FDPSV� TKH EHQH¿FLDULHV ZHUH ������ SHUVRQV LQ WRWDO� B\ 'HFHPEHU 
����� WKHUH ZHUH ����� KRPHV DQG ����� KRPHV UHSDLUHG LQ WKH ZDWDUL 
FDPS DQG WKH A]UDT FDPS� UHVSHFWLYHO\� �� SHUVRQV IURP DPRQJ S\ULDQ 
refugees worked on the repairs who thus had an opportunity to earn 

DGGLWLRQDO LQFRPH� IQ WKH A]UDT FDPS� WKH PDUNHWSODFH ZDV H[SDQGHG 
E\ DGGLWLRQDO �� VWRUHV� ����� KRXVHKROGV LQ WKH A]UDT FDPS UHFHLYHG 
funds to buy gas for cooking. The implementation of the project was 

FRQFOXGHG LQ 'HFHPEHU �����

REPUBLIC OF IRAQ

§	10 million CZK to support reconstruction of the medical 
infrastructure in the Anbar province

From the funds of the donation implemented by Caritas Internationalis, 

PHGLFDO HTXLSPHQW IRU WKH KRVSLWDO LQ WKH FLW\ RI AO�4DLP LQ WKH AQEDU 
SURYLQFH� IUDT� ZLOO EH SXUFKDVHG� TKH WDUJHW JURXS FRQVLVWV RI DW OHDVW 
������ LQKDELWDQWV RI WKH AO�4DLP GLVWULFW� A ODERUDWRU\� DQ RUWKRSDHGLF 
department, a dialysis unit, an ENT department, an eye department, 

a radiological department, a surgical department and a paediatric 

GHSDUWPHQW ZLOO UHFHLYH HTXLSPHQW� AW WKH VDPH WLPH� PHGLFDO DQG 
technical staff will be trained to operate and maintain the purchased 
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HTXLSPHQW� )XUWKHUPRUH� PHPEHUV RI WKH PDQDJHPHQW RI WKH KRVSLWDO 
will be trained in collecting, storing and evaluating statistical data on 

patients, procedures, etc. The implementation of the project was started 

LQ NRYHPEHU ���� DQG ZLOO EH FRQFOXGHG LQ ASULO �����

§	10 million CZK as a contribution to the Regional Development 
and Protection Programme for the Middle East

IQ ����� D VHFRQG FRQWULEXWLRQ WR WKH RHJLRQDO 'HYHORSPHQW DQG 
Protection Programme for the Middle East was sent. The budget  

RI WKH SURJUDPPH LV ��� ELOOLRQ &ZK IRU D WKUHH�\HDU SHULRG �����±������ 
TKH SURMHFWV XQGHU WKLV SURJUDPPH OHG E\ WKH KLQJGRP RI 'HQPDUN 
ZLOO EH LPSOHPHQWHG LQ JRUGDQ� LHEDQRQ DQG IUDT DQG ZLOO FRQFHQWUDWH 
on supporting livelihoods and the search for permanent solutions for 

refugees and internally displaced persons and on protecting the most 

vulnerable groups.

Priority 2 – the Region of West Balkan

NORTH MACEDONIA

§	25 million CZK to enhance the asylum and migration system 
in connection with addressing the migration situation

A ¿QDQFLDO GRQDWLRQ ZDV JLYHQ WR WKH MDFHGRQLDQ MLQLVWU\ RI WKH IQWHULRU 
IRU SXUFKDVH RI WHFKQLFDO HTXLSPHQW IRU WKH SXUSRVHV RI WKH MDFHGRQLDQ 
ERUGHU SROLFH ��� DXWRPRELOHV� YLGHR FDPHUDV� WKHUPDO LPDJLQJ GHYLFHV� 
PHJDSKRQHV� ¿HOG JODVVHV� HWF��� TKH LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ RI WKH SURMHFW ZLOO 
EH FRQFOXGHG LQ MDUFK �����
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BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA

§	25 million CZK to enhance the asylum and migration system 
in connection with addressing the current migration situation

IQ FRQQHFWLRQ ZLWK DGGUHVVLQJ WKH FXUUHQW PLJUDWLRQ VLWXDWLRQ� D ¿QDQ� 
cial donation was given to the Ministry of Security of Bosnia and 

+HU]HJRYLQD WR VWUHQJWKHQ ERUGHU SURWHFWLRQ� SDUWLFXODUO\ RQ WKH ERUGHU 
with the Republic of Serbia. The donation will be used to buy technical 

HTXLSPHQW �VXFK DV WKHUPDO LPDJLQJ GHYLFHV� GURQHV� ¿HOG JODVVHV� 
heartbeat detectors, CO� GHWHFWRUV� L(' ÀDVKOLJKWV DQG RWKHUV�� TKH 
LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ RI WKH SURMHFW ZLOO EH FRQFOXGHG LQ MDUFK �����

Priority 3 – the greater Sahel region and North Africa

REPUBLIC OF MALI

§	25 million CZK to support stabilisation of the population of Mali

TKH SURMHFW LV LPSOHPHQWHG E\ WKH 8N+&R� TKH WDUJHW JURXS FRQVLVWV RI 
internally displaced citizens of Mali and refugees from Mauritania. The 

SODQQHG DFWLYLWLHV LQFOXGH� FRQVWUXFWLRQ RI KRPHV IRU ��� IDPLOLHV� ZDWHU 
sources reclamation, renovation of medical and educational facilities 

and the reintegration of returnees. The activities will be performed from 

JDQXDU\ WR 'HFHPEHU �����
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REPUBLIC OF NIGER

§	10 million CZK to support stabilisation of refugees and 
internally displaced persons in Niger

The goal of the project implemented by Care International�� is to stabilise 

UHIXJHHV IURP NLJHULD ZKR ÀHG WR NLJHU IURP WKH DWWDFNV E\ BRNR +DUDP 
and to stabilise the internally displaced persons in the territory of Niger 

in the region of Diffa in the south of the country. Care will concentrate on 

VXSSRUWLQJ VXVWDLQDEOH OLYHOLKRRGV� IRRG VHOI�VXI¿FLHQF\ DQG WKH VXSSRUW 
of income-generating activities of vulnerable persons. The target group 

FRQVLVWV RI ����� ZRPHQ� TKHVH ZRPHQ ZLOO EH WUDLQHG LQ VXVWDLQDEOH 
DJULFXOWXUH WHFKQLTXHV� GRPHVWLF DQLPDOV �JRDWV DQG VKHHS� DQG DJULFXOWXUDO 
crop will be bought for them. The implementation of the project was 

VWDUWHG LQ NRYHPEHU ���� DQG ZLOO EH FRQFOXGHG LQ NRYHPEHU �����

REPUBLIC OF CHAD

§	5 million CZK to support stabilisation of the refugees and 
internally displaced persons in Chad

Care International also focuses on the implementation of a project in 

the Republic of Chad where the main goal is to support sustainable 

livelihoods and food security of refugees and internally displaced 

persons in the Chad Lake region. The project activities include: support  

RI DJULFXOWXUDO SURGXFWLRQ RI WKH EHQH¿FLDULHV ± GLVWULEXWLRQ RI DJULFXOWXUDO 
SDFNDJHV DQG FUHDWLRQ RI �� FRPPXQLW\ ¿HOGV IRU ��� SHUVRQV� WUDLQLQJ 
WKH EHQH¿FLDULHV LQ LQQRYDWLYH DJULFXOWXUDO WHFKQLTXHV� GLVWULEXWLRQ  
RI JRDWV DPRQJ ��� IDPLOLHV� VHWWLQJ XS � JUDQDULHV� WUDLQLQJ �� YHWHULQDU\ 

�� &DUH IQWHUQDWLRQDO LV D QRQ�JRYHUQPHQWDO RUJDQLVDWLRQ IRXQGHG LQ ����� &AR( ZRUNV DOO 
over the world and is a major international humanitarian agency, which provides special 

assistance and long-term international development projects.
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DVVLVWDQWV� ¿QDQFLDO JUDQWV IRU WKH PRVW YXOQHUDEOH IDPLOLHV� VHWWLQJ XS  
� IHPDOH VSLAV �VLOODJH SDYLQJ DQG LRDQV AVVRFLDWLRQV�� TKH WDUJHW JURXS 
FRQVLVWV RI D WRWDO RI ����� SHUVRQV� TKH LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ RI WKH SURMHFW 
ZDV VWDUWHG LQ NRYHPEHU ���� DQG ZLOO EH FRQFOXGHG LQ NRYHPEHU �����

The Programme of Humanitarian Evacuations of Inhabitants 
with Health Issues – MEDEVAC Programme

TKH M('(VA& PURJUDPPH LV IRFXVHG RQ SURYLGLQJ SURIHVVLRQDO PHGLFDO 
FDUH WR YXOQHUDEOH JURXSV RI LQKDELWDQWV LQ UHJLRQV LQ QHHG� IQ ����� 
WKH PURJUDPPH ZDV LPSOHPHQWHG XQGHU RHVROXWLRQ NR� ��� RI WKH 
GRYHUQPHQW RI WKH &]HFK RHSXEOLF RI �� NRYHPEHU ���� WKURXJK WKH 
following activities and projects: teams of physicians were sent abroad, 

medical staff was trained, medical-humanitarian evacuations of persons 

WR EH WUHDWHG LQ WKH &R ZHUH FDUULHG RXW� DQG ¿QDQFLDO GRQDWLRQV ZHUH 
made abroad to support and develop the medical infrastructure.

IQ ����� DFWLYLWLHV ZHUH IRFXVHG RQ � FRXQWULHV� ZKLFK UHÀHFWHG WKH 
territorial priorities of the programme. In the Middle East, the programme 

was operated primarily in Jordan, which remained the priority country 

to which medical teams were sent in the reference year. Assistance was 

also provided to other countries in the region, for example, in the form 

RI D ¿QDQFLDO GRQDWLRQ� ZKLFK ZDV VHQW WR IUDT� RU LQ WKH IRUP RI PHGLFDO 
evacuation, which involved evacuating a four-month-old child from 

Afghanistan to the Czech Republic for the purposes of a heart surgery. 

For the purpose of implementing future missions, a planning mission 

to Lebanon took place. In Africa, medical teams provided assistance 

SDUWLFXODUO\ LQ SHQHJDO ZKHUH � PHGLFDO PLVVLRQV WRRN SODFH� AVVLVWDQFH 
ZDV DOVR IRFXVHG RQ LLE\D DQG NLJHU LQ WKH IRUP RI ¿QDQFLDO GRQDWLRQV� 
IQ ����� WKH M('(VA& PURJUDPPH UHPDLQHG SUHVHQW LQ (DVW (XURSH 
DQG EXLOW RQ LWV SUHYLRXV VXFFHVVIXO WUDLQLQJV RI PHGLFDO VWDII LQ WKH ¿HOG 
RI SK\VLFDO WKHUDS\ LQ 8NUDLQH�
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A WRWDO RI � &]HFK KRVSLWDOV XQGHU GLUHFW MXULVGLFWLRQ RI WKH MLQLVWU\ 
RI +HDOWK DQG WKH MLQLVWU\ RI 'HIHQFH SDUWLFLSDWHG LQ WKH PURJUDPPH� 
VSHFL¿FDOO\� WKH +UDGHF KUiORYp 8QLYHUVLW\ +RVSLWDO� WKH KUiORYVNp 
VLQRKUDG\ 8QLYHUVLW\ +RVSLWDO� WKH MRWRO 8QLYHUVLW\ +RVSLWDO� WKH OORPRXF 
8QLYHUVLW\ +RVSLWDO� WKH ND BXORYFH +RVSLWDO� WKH MLOLWDU\ 8QLYHUVLW\ 
+RVSLWDO� DQG WKH GHQHUDO 8QLYHUVLW\ +RVSLWDO LQ PUDJXH�

Implementation of the MEDEVAC Programme in 2018

§	�� PHGLFDO WHDPV ZHUH VHQW DEURDG ZLWK WKH SDUWLFLSDWLRQ RI � &]HFK 
KRVSLWDOV �WKH +UDGHF KUiORYp 8QLYHUVLW\ +RVSLWDO� WKH KUiORYVNp 
VLQRKUDG\ 8QLYHUVLW\ +RVSLWDO� WKH MRWRO 8QLYHUVLW\ +RVSLWDO� WKH 
OORPRXF 8QLYHUVLW\ +RVSLWDO� WKH ND BXORYFH +RVSLWDO� WKH MLOLWDU\ 
8QLYHUVLW\ +RVSLWDO� DQG WKH GHQHUDO 8QLYHUVLW\ +RVSLWDO��

§	��� VXUJHULHV ZHUH FDUULHG RXW DEURDG �FKLOGUHQ¶V FDUGLDF VXUJHU\� 
gynaecology, ophthalmology, ENT, orthopaedics, traumatology, 

reconstructive and plastic surgery),

§	PRUH WKDQ ����� H[SHUW H[DPLQDWLRQV ZLWK GLDJQRVWLFV ZHUH FDUULHG 
out,

§	��� QRQ�LQYDVLYH SURFHGXUHV ZHUH FDUULHG RXW� 

§	1 medical humanitarian evacuation of a person to be treated in the 

CR from Afghanistan,

§	WKH ¿UVW H[KLELWLRQ RI WKH M('(VA& PURJUDPPH WLWOHG ³)O\LQJ 'RFWRUV´ 
LQ WKH NDWLRQDO THFKQLFDO LLEUDU\ LQ PUDJXH IURP � )HEUXDU\ WKURXJK 
�� MDUFK �����
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§	� ³)O\LQJ 'RFWRUV´ H[KLELWLRQV LQ WKH &]HFK RHSXEOLF �WKH OORPRXF 
8QLYHUVLW\ +RVSLWDO� WKH GHQHUDO 8QLYHUVLW\ +RVSLWDO� WKH MLQLVWU\  
of the Interior of the CR),

§	� ³)O\LQJ 'RFWRUV´ H[KLELWLRQV DEURDG �BUXVVHOV� GHQHYD� APPDQ��

§	� H[SHUW LQWHUQVKLSV LQ WKH ¿HOG RI UHKDELOLWDWLRQ IRU IRUHLJQ PDOH 
physicians, female physicians and medical staff in Czech hospitals 

IRU D WRWDO RI �� 8NUDLQLDQ SURIHVVLRQDOV�

§	SDUWLFLSDWLRQ RI WKH M('(VA& PURJUDPPH LQ WKH ���� 'D\ RI (XURSH 
in Prague,

§	� ¿QDQFLDO GRQDWLRQV WRWDOOLQJ �� PLOOLRQ &ZK IRU UHQRYDWLRQ RI PHGLFDO 
centres, medical apparatuses of hospitals and training of medical 

VWDII LQ IUDT� LLE\D� NLJHU DQG 8NUDLQH �A'RA� &AR(� &DULWDV� I&R&��).

The Programme has had a constant budget of 60 million CZK VLQFH �����

7.3 ASSISTANCE TO COMPATRIOTS

The Programme for Providing Assistance with the Resettlement 
of Czech Compatriots FRQWLQXHG LQ ����� TKH LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ RI WKLV 
SURJUDPPH ZDV PDGH SRVVLEOH E\ DGRSWLRQ RI GRYHUQPHQW RHVROXWLRQ 
NR� ���� RI � 'HFHPEHU ����� LQ ZKLFK WKH JRYHUQPHQW DSSURYHG QHZ 
governmental policies for resettling persons with proven Czech origin 

(compatriots) living abroad. The programme is fully funded from the 

budget of the Ministry of the Interior. This method of funding ensures 

the necessary stability of the Programme and allows for maintaining 

continuity of the provided services.

�� The International Clinical Research Center
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For the participants, participation in the programme does not mean 

that they automatically receive permanent residence permits. The 

SURJUDPPH VLPSOL¿HV WKH HQWLUH SURFHGXUH� SDUWLFXODUO\ E\ KDYLQJ WKH 
state assume responsibility for providing accommodation for them 

DQG IXQGV IRU WKHLU VWD\�  +RZHYHU� WKHVH EHQH¿WV DUH RQO\ SURYLGHG 
to those persons, in whose case such assistance is substantiated, that 

is, to persons from endangered areas or for those members of Czech 

compatriot communities who are disadvantaged medically, socially or 

economically.

A total of 337 persons who were members of Czech compatriot 

FRPPXQLWLHV LQ 8NUDLQH DQG VHQH]XHOD ZHUH resettled to the CR 
during the year 2018� TKH FRPSDWULRWV IURP 8NUDLQH ZHUH PDLQO\ 
PHPEHUV RI WKH FRPSDWULRW FRPPXQLWLHV LQ WKH ZDSRUR]KH� OGHVVD DQG 
ZKLWRPLU RHJLRQV DV ZHOO DV IURP WKH DUHDV RI DQWL�WHUURULVW RSHUDWLRQV 
LQ WKH 'RQHWVN DQG LXKDQVN RHJLRQV� B\ WKH HQG RI WKH \HDU� ��� 
people from this group found permanent places of residence and jobs 

DQG KDYH EHFRPH FRPSOHWHO\ VHOI�VXI¿FLHQW� ZKHUHE\ WKH SXUSRVH  
of this programme was accomplished. The rest of resettled compatriots 

ZLOO PRYH WR WKHLU SODFHV RI SHUPDQHQW VHWWOHPHQW LQ HDUO\ ����� TKH 
highest number of compatriots resettled in Prague and in the Region  

of Central Bohemia, the Region of South Bohemia and the Region  

of Pilsen. The Caritas of Archdiocese of Prague, which ensures direct work 

with clients, continued to be a partner of the MoI in the implementation 

RI WKLV SURJUDPPH LQ �����

A total of 1,143 persons have been resettled to the CR from the 

ODXQFK RI WKH SURJUDPPH LQ ���� XQWLO �� 'HFHPEHU ����� TKH DYHUDJH 
period of their stay in temporary accommodations provided by the MoI 

DPRXQWHG WR �� GD\V� ZKLFK LV OHVV WKDQ RQH WKLUG RI WKH PD[LPXP 
SHULRG SHUPLWWHG E\ WKH SURYLVLRQV RI WKH DIRUHPHQWLRQHG GRYHUQPHQW 
Resolution.
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IQ DFFRUGDQFH ZLWK WKH DIRUHPHQWLRQHG GRYHUQPHQW RHVROXWLRQ� WKH 
programme is open to members of Czech compatriot communities 

regardless of their countries of origin. The implementation of the 

SURJUDPPH ZLOO FRQWLQXH LQ ���� DQG LQ WKH IROORZLQJ \HDUV GXH WR WKH 
demand from clients, and it can be expected that the target group will 

be extended to include compatriots from other areas, particularly from 

South America.

7.4 INTERNATIONAL POLICE COOPERATION

The Police of the Czech Republic (PCR) significantly increased its 

representation in the operational activities of the Frontex Agency�� 

LQ ����� A WRWDO RI 173 policepersons were sent to all three types 

RI H[WHUQDO ERUGHUV RI WKH (8 ± ODQG ERUGHUV� VHD ERUGHUV DQG DLU 
borders. Besides human resources, the PCR also provided technical 

HTXLSPHQW �SDWURO YHKLFOHV DQG YHKLFOHV HTXLSSHG ZLWK WKHUPDO LPDJLQJ 
technology). The policepersons of the CR sent to sea borders were 

VHQW PDLQO\ WR GUHHFH DQG IWDO\ ZKHUH WKH\ RSHUDWHG LQ WKH KRWVSRWV� 
There, they performed tasks associated predominantly with registration, 

interviews and establishment of the identity of detained migrants. The 

SROLFHSHUVRQV RI WKH &R ZHUH VHQW WR BXOJDULD� GUHHFH� PRODQG DQG 
+XQJDU\ WR SURYLGH WKH SURWHFWLRQ RI H[WHUQDO ODQG ERUGHUV DQG ZHUH 
VHQW WR YDULRXV LQWHUQDWLRQDO DLUSRUWV LQ WKH (XURSHDQ 8QLRQ LQ RUGHU WR 
provide the protection of external air borders. In that capacity, their 

focus was more on carrying out border checks (particularly on checking 

travel documents), guarding the land borders and possibly carrying out 

VSHFL¿F DFWLYLWLHV DW LQWHUQDWLRQDO DLUSRUWV�

�� European Border and Coast Guard Agency
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OQ � OFWREHU ����� WKH QHZ &RXQFLO RHJXODWLRQ �(8� RQ WKH (XURSHDQ 
BRUGHU DQG &RDVW GXDUG EHFDPH HIIHFWLYH��. With this document, the 

)URQWH[ AJHQF\ REWDLQHG D QHZ PDQGDWH� SUHGRPLQDQWO\ LQ WKH ¿HOG 
of activities involving returning illegal migrants to their countries  

of origin, assessing the vulnerability of Member States and establishing 

more intensive cooperation with third countries and international 

organisations. The new regulation also plans for increasing operational 

activities and for their multi-purpose nature. The PCR is active in the 

following three areas:

§	RHWXUQ DFWLYLWLHV ± LQ ����� WKH &R QRPLQDWHG � VSHFLDOLVWV LQ 
HVFRUWLQJ SHRSOH E\ DLU DQG � SHUVRQV HQJDJHG LQ PRQLWRULQJ UHWXUQ 
DFWLYLWLHV �OI¿FH RI WKH PXEOLF 'HIHQGHU RI RLJKWV� DQG � VSHFLDOLVWV 
in returns (representatives of the MoI of the CR) for the team of the 

(XURSHDQ BRUGHU DQG &RDVW GXDUG� IQ ����� � RI WKH SROLFHSHUVRQV 
in the escorting unit were involved in a single return activity and the 

PRQLWRULQJ SROLFHSHUVRQV ZHUH LQYROYHG LQ � UHWXUQ DFWLYLWLHV �RQH 
monitoring policeperson in each activity).

§	Assessment of vulnerability – the goal is to assess the readiness 

of individual states to carry out border checks in all their aspects. 

The representatives of DAPS actively attend regular meetings and 

participate in implementation of the approved methodology. An 

integral part of this activity is collection of data and information 

necessary for an objective assessment.

§	&RRSHUDWLRQ ZLWK WKLUG FRXQWULHV ± LQ ����� WKH P&R VHQW SROLFHSHUVRQV 
to the air borders in third countries, which are of key importance from 

WKH &R¶V SRLQW RI YLHZ� SSHFL¿FDOO\� WKH &R VHQW RQH SROLFHSHUVRQ ZKR 
was an expert on documents to North Macedonia and one expert on the 

VHFRQG OLQH RI FRQWURO WR GHRUJLD �ERWK LQ WKH SRVLWLRQV RI REVHUYHUV��

�� RHJXODWLRQ �(8� ��������� RQ WKH (XURSHDQ BRUGHU DQG &RDVW GXDUG
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Cooperation with the Neighbouring States

TKH VSHFL¿F IRUPV RI FRRSHUDWLRQ ZLWK WKH QHLJKERXULQJ VWDWHV DUH 
GH¿QHG LQ LQWHUQDWLRQDO DJUHHPHQWV RQ SROLFH FRRSHUDWLRQ�

As part of international cooperation, joint patrols are carried out under 

the jurisdiction of regional directorates of the Police of the Czech Republic, 

which are used for standard police work. The joint patrols concentrated 

on monitoring illegal migration, carrying out Schengen national search, 

monitoring the movement of vehicles, addressing cross-border crime, 

searching for stolen vehicles and perpetrators of crimes, checking the 

residence status of foreign nationals, including residence checks in 

night clubs, checking persons and vehicles. The operations of the joint 

patrols have been proven to yield good results on a long-term basis, 

particularly with respect to prevention, exchange of information and 

experience and general development of cross-border cooperation. The 

joint patrols are planned in advance but both sides are able to respond 

TXLFNO\ DQG ÀH[LEO\� LI QHFHVVDU\� PROLFH RI¿FHUV ZKR UHFHLYHG VSHFLDO 
training are assigned to the joint patrols.

IQ ����� SROLFH RIILFHUV FDUULHG RXW D WRWDO RI 756 joint patrols��  

RI SROLFH RI¿FHUV IURP WKH AOLHQ PROLFH 'HSDUWPHQWV RI R'P WRJHWKHU 
with units from the neighbouring states. In comparison with the year 

����� WKLV QXPEHU RI SDWUROV ZDV KLJKHU E\ PHUHO\ ��� )URP DPRQJ WKH 
WRWDO QXPEHU RI �� UHJLRQDO GLUHFWRUDWHV RI WKH P&R� MRLQW SDWUROV FDQ 
be carried out with 11 of them.

The Regional Police Directorates also intensively cooperate with the 

neighbouring states through common centres of police and customs 

cooperation, which facilitate daily exchange of information on crime in 

DUHDV QHDU WKH ERUGHU DQG ZKLFK VLJQL¿FDQWO\ FRQWULEXWH WR PDLQWDLQLQJ 
the public order and security in areas near the border.

�� Based on evaluation of the monthly reports sent by each RDP.



EMN Annual Report on Asylum and Migration Policy 2018

���

SWDEOH FRRSHUDWLRQ ZDV LPSOHPHQWHG LQ WKH ¿HOG RI DFWLYLWLHV SHUIRUPHG 
by authorised representatives for operations near the border (the 

Czech Republic, Poland and Slovakia), particularly through provision  

of analytical and operational information on the movements and stays  

of groups of foreign nationals of interest on both sides of the state border. 

The authorised representatives for operations near the border took joint 

measures aimed at enhancing the monitoring of the developments in the 

migration routes of illegal migration by carrying out checks in selected 

URDG DQG UDLO FRUULGRUV� IQ ASULO ����� D PHHWLQJ RI WKH PDLQ DXWKRULVHG 
representatives for operations near the border from the Czech Republic, 

the Slovak Republic and the Republic of Poland was held in the Czech 

RHSXEOLF �ČHMNRYLFH��

IQ ����� WKHUH ZDV DOVR D PHHWLQJ RI WKH GLUHFWRUV RI DOLHQ SROLFH IRUFHV 
of the Visegrad Four countries (V4��) LQ +XQJDU\ ZKHUH WKH IROORZLQJ 
WRSLFV ZHUH GLVFXVVHG� WKH MRLQW DQDO\WLFDO UHSRUW RI WKH V� FRXQWULHV 
IRU WKH \HDU ����� LQIRUPDWLRQ RQ WKH FXUUHQW PLJUDWLRQ GHYHORSPHQWV 
LQ WKH WHUULWRULHV RI WKH V� FRXQWULHV� PLJUDWLRQ FKDOOHQJHV� WKH LPSDFW 
RQ VHFXULW\ DQG FRRSHUDWLRQ� IQ ����� WKHUH ZHUH WZR PHHWLQJV RI WKH 
directors of border and alien police forces of the states belonging to 

what is referred the “Salzburg Forum” (SF) where topics relating to the 

migration situation in the territories of the SF countries were discussed.

Regional police international cooperation is also supported and developed 

ZLWK WKH XVH RI WKH ¿QDQFLDO UHVRXUFHV HDUPDUNHG IRU SHUIRUPLQJ WKH 
WDVNV RI WKH ���� NDWLRQDO SFKHQJHQ PODQ� SHYHUDO H[HUFLVHV ZLWK WKH 
neighbouring partners that were funded from these resources took 

SODFH LQ �����

�� TKH &]HFK RHSXEOLF� +XQJDU\� PRODQG DQG SORYDNLD�
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Cooperation with Other States

IQ ����� FRRSHUDWLRQ ZLWK ERWK VWDWHV FRQWLQXHG LQ WKH VDPH ZD\� BRWK 
Serbia and the Republic of North Macedonia signed cooperation within the 

Frontex Agency during the year, nevertheless, neither of these countries 

managed to commence cooperation within this agency during the year. 

IW LV XQFOHDU HYHQ LQ WKH PLGGOH RI WKH \HDU ���� ZKHQ SROLFHSHUVRQV 
will start to travel to these countries as part of the Frontex activities. 

IQ ����� D WRWDO RI ��� SROLFHSHUVRQV ZHUH VHQW WR WKH GHYJHOL\D UHJLRQ� 
�� SROLFHSHUVRQV ZHUH VHQW WR WKH NHJRWLQ UHJLRQ LQ SHUELD� SWDUWLQJ 
IURP WKH EHJLQQLQJ RI WKH \HDU ����� SROLFHSHUVRQV KDYH EHHQ VHQW WR 
WKH ZD\HFKDU UHJLRQ�

Other Areas of Cooperation

As opposed to previous years, migration topics were not included in the 

agenda of the regular meetings of the police presidents of the Salzburg 

)RUXP FRXQWULHV �BXFKDUHVW� RRPDQLD LQ MD\ ����� MRGUD� SORYDNLD LQ 
'HFHPEHU ������

IQ AXJXVW ����� a working group of the countries from the Visegrad 
Group (V4) for the Western Balkans was formed �V� :HVWHUQ 
BDONDQV :RUNLQJ GURXS�� TKLV ZRUNLQJ JURXS ZDV VHW XS EDVHG RQ WZR 
LQWHUUHODWHG PHHWLQJV KHOG E\ V�� LQ JXQH ZKHUH� DPRQJ RWKHU WKLQJV� 
the issue of assistance to the Western Balkan countries in border 

protection was discussed: 

§	TKH V� DQG AXVWULD VXPPLW KHOG RQ �� JXQH ���� ZKHUH D PHPRUDQGXP 
of understanding was adopted, in which the countries agreed to 

SURYLGH DVVLVWDQFH WR WKH :HVWHUQ BDONDQV� DQG V� PR(S LV VXSSRVHG 
to coordinate the implementation of police activities on the borders 

DQG WR FDUU\ RXW VXEVHTXHQW HYDOXDWLRQ RI WKH UHVXOWV�
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§	TKH V� DQG AXVWULD PLQLVWHULDO FRQIHUHQFH KHOG RQ �� JXQH ���� 
LQ BXGDSHVW ZKHUH SORYDNLD �DV WKH IXWXUH V� PR(S DW WKDW WLPH� 
IROORZLQJ DIWHU +XQJDU\� SURSRVHG WKDW V� PR(S VKRXOG QRW KDYH WKH 
main coordination role and evaluation role in the implementation but 

that a working group should be set up. 

The activities of this working group included sending policepersons to the 

West Balkans as part of the assistance to these countries in addressing 

the issues of illegal migration.
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IQ ����� WKHUH ZHUH 4,992 persons LGHQWL¿HG DV SHUSHWUDWRUV  
of illegal migration into the territory of the Czech Republic. Among 

WKHP� ����� SHUVRQV �L�H� ���� �� ZHUH GHWHFWHG DV LOOHJDOO\ VWD\LQJ 
DQG ��� SHUVRQV ZHUH GHWHFWHG ZKHQ WKH\ ZHUH SHUSHWUDWLQJ LOOHJDO 
migration across the external Schengen border of the CR. In the 

context of illegal migration across the external Schengen border, the 

GHWDLQHG SHUVRQV ZHUH PRVW RIWHQ WKH FLWL]HQV RI GHRUJLD� AOEDQLD 
DQG 8NUDLQH� TKH GHWHFWHG LOOHJDOO\ VWD\LQJ SHUVRQV ZHUH PRVW RIWHQ 
IURP 8NUDLQH� MROGRYD DQG VLHWQDP�

When illegally migrating across the external Schengen border,  

�� SHUVRQV XVHG LUUHJXODU WUDYHO GRFXPHQWV� LQ WHUPV RI FLWL]HQVKLS� 
the largest group among them were the citizens of Albania. In 

WKH FRQWH[W RI LOOHJDO VWD\� ��� SHUVRQV SUHVHQWHG LUUHJXODU WUDYHO 
GRFXPHQWV� WKHVH ZHUH PRVW RIWHQ FLWL]HQV RI 8NUDLQH DQG MROGRYD�

In connection with facilitation of illegal stay or the crossing of border, 

36 persons ZHUH UHJLVWHUHG LQ ����� TKHUH ZHUH 11 persons 

convicted of the crime of organising and facilitation of crossing the 

state border and 12 persons convicted of the crime of facilitating 

illegal stay in the territory of the Czech Republic.
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IQ ����� LQ WKH FRQWH[W RI WKH FRPEDW DJDLQVW LOOHJDO PLJUDWLRQ�SHRSOH 
VPXJJOLQJ� WKH &]HFK RHSXEOLF� UHSUHVHQWHG E\ WKH N&8&O& 'HSDUWPHQW 
IRU +XPDQ TUDI¿FNLQJ DQG IOOHJDO MLJUDWLRQ� EDVHG RQ LQFOXVLRQ LQWR 
WKH (MPA&T SURMHFW ZLWK WKH FRRSHUDWLRQ RI (8ROPOL� DWWHQGHG WKH 
PHHWLQJV DQG SHUIRUPHG WKH WDVNV DFFRUGLQJ WR WKH ���� OSHUDWLRQDO 
AFWLRQ PODQ� AV SDUW RI WKHVH DFWLYLWLHV� N&8&O& SHUIRUPHG LQGLYLGXDO 
tasks and its representatives participated in the creation of operational 

joint action days (actions focused on the issues of illegal migration, 

smuggling groups, people smuggling as well as on the issues of the 

misuse of forged documents in connection with illegal migration). At the 

LQWHUQDWLRQDO OHYHO� PHHWLQJV DVVRFLDWHG ZLWK WKH (8ROPOL (XURSHDQ 
Migrant Smuggling Centre (EMSC) regarding the joint action days were 

held with a focus on the current trends in illegal migration with the aim 

of breaking up organised groups of people smugglers. In this context, 

UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV RI N&8&O& DWWHQGHG WKH &RQIHUHQFH RI LHDGLQJ 8QLWV 
for Combat against Migrant Smuggling organised under the auspices 

of Europol and EMSC, which was focused on the current new trends, 

threats, modi operandi or changes, which appeared both at the national 

levels of respective countries and at the European level with an impact 

on the activities of the police authorities engaged in combatting illegal 

migration and related criminal activities. As concerned illegal migration, 

N&8&O& ZDV SHUIRUPLQJ WDVNV WRJHWKHU ZLWK RWKHU SROLFH XQLWV DV SDUW 
RI WKH UHVSHFWLYH DFWLYLWLHV GH¿QHG E\ WKH DIRUHPHQWLRQHG SURMHFW� ZKLFK 
were focused on all the ways of smuggling illegal migrants (where the 

health and lives of migrants are in immediate danger) as well as on the 

LVVXHV RI VKDP DQG ¿FWLWLRXV PDUULDJHV�

An important role in monitoring the migration into the territory of the 

Czech Republic, including all the related phenomena, is played by the 

Analytic Centre for Border Protection and Migration (ANACEN), which 

constantly monitors and analyses the current phenomena, which can 

EH LGHQWL¿HG DV ULVN\ RU SRWHQWLDOO\ SUREOHPDWLF ZLWK UHVSHFW WR VHFXULW\ 
and migration.
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8.1 ILLEGAL MIGRATION INTO THE TERRITORY OF THE CR

SLQFH ���� �DFFHVVLRQ WR WKH SFKHQJHQ AUHD�� WZR EDVLF FDWHJRULHV 
of illegal migration into the territory of the Czech Republic have been 

monitored.

1. Illegal crossing of the external Schengen border of the CR – 

in this category, persons who illegally crossed or attempted to illegally 

cross the external Schengen border (airport) of the Czech Republic are 

monitored. By “persons”, we mean foreign nationals and the citizens 

of the CR.

2. Illegal stay – this category registers those foreign nationals who 

DUH LGHQWL¿HG LQ WKH WHUULWRU\ RI WKH &R� LQFOXGLQJ WKH WUDQVLW DUHDV DW 
airports (illegal entry, expiration of validity or period of stay, etc.). 

This category also includes the sub-category of what is referred to as 

“transit illegal migration” �VWDUWLQJ IURP WKH \HDU ����� WKLV VXE�
category has contained foreign nationals illegally crossing mostly the 

land internal Schengen borders with the goal of travelling across the 

&]HFK RHSXEOLF WR RWKHU (8�SFKHQJHQ AUHD FRXQWULHV�� IQ WKLV FDWHJRU\� 
by “persons” we mean foreign nationals.

With respect to the reasons for illegal migration, the Czech Republic has 

become the destination country for most persons in recent years. The 

exception to this was the period of the global migration wave, which 

EHFDPH DSSDUHQW LQ WKH WHUULWRU\ RI WKH &R LQ ODWH ���� DQG FXOPLQDWHG LQ 
����� 'XULQJ WKDW WLPH� WKH &R ZDV DEXQGDQWO\ XVHG E\ IRUHLJQ QDWLRQDOV 
as a transit area for illegal migration to other European countries. Since 

����� DIWHU WKH ZDYH RI WUDQVLW LOOHJDO PLJUDWLRQ VXEVLGHG� WKH &R KDV 
EHHQ PLVXVHG IRU PRYHPHQW WR RWKHU (8�SFKHQJHQ AUHD FRXQWULHV WR 
a far lesser extent.
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TKH WUHQG LQ LOOHJDO PLJUDWLRQ DIWHU ���� �PDMRU FKDQJHV RFFXUUHG RQ  
�� 'HFHPEHU ���� DV D UHVXOW RI WKH &R¶V DFFHVVLRQ WR WKH SFKHQJHQ 
Area) showed gradual increase of annual numbers after a sharp decline 

LQ ����� TKH \HDU�RQ�\HDU LQFUHDVH LQ WKH SHULRG ��������� ZDV EHWZHHQ 
� DQG �� �� A PDMRU FKDQJH RFFXUUHG LQ ���� ZKHQ D PDUNHG LQFUHDVH 
E\ �� � RFFXUUHG LQ FRPSDULVRQ ZLWK WKH \HDU ����� AV D UHVXOW� WKH 
KLJKHVW DQQXDO QXPEHU RI LGHQWL¿HG LOOHJDO PLJUDQWV ZDV UHJLVWHUHG LQ 
���� VLQFH ����� TKHUH ZDV D VLJQL¿FDQW GHFUHDVH E\ �� � LQ ���� EXW 
LI ZH FRPSDUH WKH QXPEHU IRU WKDW \HDU ZLWK WKH \HDUV ���� WKURXJK 
����� WKHQ WKH QXPEHU LV KLJKHU WKDQ WKH QXPEHUV IRU WKHVH \HDUV� 
IQ ����� WKH GHFOLQH� DOEHLW PRUH PRGHUDWH� FRQWLQXHG DQG WKHUH ZDV  
D \HDU�RQ�\HDU GHFUHDVH E\ �� �� In 2018, the trend of year-on-
year decline stopped and a slight increase by 5 % was reported.

As concerns transit illegal migration, that is, illegal entry into the country 

mainly from Slovakia and Austria with the goal of travelling across our 

FRXQWU\ WR GHUPDQ\ RU RWKHU (8�SFKHQJHQ FRXQWULHV� WKHUH ZDV D VOLJKW 
\HDU�RQ�\HDU LQFUHDVH RI QXPEHUV GXULQJ WKH \HDU ���� �DOWKRXJK WKH 
WRWDO QXPEHU LV VLJQL¿FDQWO\ ORZHU LQ FRPSDULVRQ ZLWK WKH QXPEHU IRU WKH 
\HDU ���� ZKHQ WKH PLJUDWLRQ ZDYH FXOPLQDWHG�� TKH &]HFK RHSXEOLF LV 
not the primary destination country for illegal migrants and continues 

to be a transit country in the European context.

This situation, which is positive for the Czech Republic, is the result  

of both the measures that were taken already during the “migration 

ZDYH´ �SDUWLFXODUO\ WKH RSHQLQJ RI ERUGHU FURVVLQJV EHWZHHQ +XQJDU\� 
AXVWULD DQG GHUPDQ\ DQG WKH FORVLQJ RI WKH ³BDONDQ URXWH´� ZKLFK 
LQYROYHG VHDOLQJ WKH GUHHN�MDFHGRQLDQ ERUGHU� DV ZHOO DV VHSDUDWH 
measures (such as political measures, changes of asylum conditions, 

etc.) taken by the countries along the migration routes. Among other 

WKLQJV� WKH ZHOIDUH EHQH¿W V\VWHP� ZKLFK LV QRW DV IDYRXUDEOH IRU LOOHJDO 
migrants in the Czech Republic as in the countries of Western Europe 

or in Scandinavian countries, is an important factor for illegal migrants, 
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which has a crucial impact on their decision-making on whether the Czech 

Republic will be their destination. The routes of illegal migration are 

LQÀXHQFHG E\ WKH FXUUHQW �SROLWLFDO� PLOLWDU\� VRFLDO� HFRQRPLF� VLWXDWLRQ 
in the respective countries along the migration routes as well as by the 

individual measures taken by these countries, including the destination 

countries and the home countries of illegal migrants.

IQ ����� 191 persons were detected as perpetrators of transit illegal 
migration� ZKLFK UHSUHVHQWV D \HDU�RQ�\HDU LQFUHDVH E\ �� SHUVRQV 
�L�H� ����� ��� +RZHYHU� LI ZH WDNH D ORRN DW WKH QXPEHU RI FDVHV� WKHUH 
ZHUH �� FDVHV GHWHFWHG LQ ���� EXW WKHUH ZHUH �� FDVHV GHWHFWHG LQ 
����� TKH KLJKHU QXPEHU RI SHUVRQV LQ ���� ZDV WKH UHVXOW RI H[SRVLQJ 
three larger groups. Otherwise it is more usual that individuals or small 

groups are detected. In terms of the direction in which illegal migrants 

ZHUH LQWHUFHSWHG� WKH HQWU\ IURP SORYDNLD SUHGRPLQDWHG ���� SHUVRQV� 
L�H� ���� �� RYHU WKH GLUHFWLRQ IURP AXVWULD ��� SHUVRQV� L�H� ���� ���  
ZKLOH WKH WUHQG LQ ���� ZDV WKH RSSRVLWH� For the overwhelming 
majority of persons, Germany was the stated destination of their 
trips ���� SHUVRQV� L�H� ���� ��� TKH SHUVRQV PDLQO\ XVHG ODUJHU W\SHV 
RI YHKLFOHV IRU WUDQVSRUW ���� SHUVRQV� LQFOXGLQJ �� SHUVRQV LQ WUXFNV 
DQG �� SHUVRQV LQ YDQV�� IQ WHUPV RI FLWL]HQVKLS� WKH ODUJHVW JURXSV RI 
detected illegal migrants consisted of citizens of Iraq ��� SHUVRQV�� Syria 
����� Afghanistan ���� DQG Nigeria ����� TKH UHDVRQ ZDV SDUWLFXODUO\ 
WKH VLWXDWLRQ LQ WKH UHJLRQ RI S\ULD DQG IUDT LQ FRQMXQFWLRQ ZLWK WKH 
political situation in Turkey as well as the risk of possible escalation  

of illegal migration of persons from economically weak countries of 

North Africa across Italy to other European countries.

The main modi operandi for transit illegal migration were to misuse the 

DV\OXP SURFHGXUHV RI WKH (8�SFKHQJHQ DUHD MHPEHU SWDWHV� WR XVH 
mainly trucks and vans (the hiding places in the means of transport are 

related to this) during movement across the country and to use people 

smuggling networks.
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Statistics

IQ WKH SHULRG IURP � JDQXDU\ WR �� 'HFHPEHU ������, there were  

a total of 4,992 persons detected when illegally migrating into 
the territory of the CR� IQ FRPSDULVRQ ZLWK WKH \HDU ����� there 
was a slight increase by 254 persons (i.e. +5.4 %). Among them, 

4,653 persons (i.e. 93.2 %) were detected as illegally staying 
and 339 persons were detected when they were perpetrating 
illegal migration across the external Schengen border of the CR��.

There were 411 persons �L�H� ��� � RI WKH WRWDO QXPEHU RI SHUVRQV 
detected during illegal migration) repeatedly detected as perpetrators 
of illegal migration��. On a year-on-year basis, there was almost no 

FKDQJH RI WUHQG ���� SHUVRQV�� TKH WRS SRVLWLRQ ZDV KHOG E\ FLWL]HQV 
of Ukraine ���� SHUVRQV� L�H� ���� � RI WKH WRWDO QXPEHU RI SHUVRQV 
repeatedly detected as perpetrators of illegal migration). The following 

positions were held by citizens of Uzbekistan ���� L�H� ���� �� DQG 
Vietnam ���� L�H� ���� ���

�� Based on the reports entered into the Event IS by the units of the PCR.

�� Since the external Schengen border only consists of an air border, persons who illegally 

migrated across the external Schengen border are only recorded with the “Directorate 

RI WKH AOLHQ PROLFH SHUYLFH´� ZKLFK ZDV RUJDQLVDWLRQDOO\ H[SDQGHG LQ ���� E\ LQFOXGLQJ  
� AOLHQ PROLFH IQVSHFWRUDWHV DW LQWHUQDWLRQDO DLUSRUWV�
�� The persons are checked in the “Illegal Entry and Residence of Persons” database for 

the current year and for the previous year.
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Table	7:	IOOHJDO PLJUDWLRQ LQ WKH &R LQ ���� ± TOP �� E\ FDWHJRU\

Source:	DAPS

AV UHJDUGV FLWL]HQVKLS� WKH FLWL]HQV RI 8NUDLQH KDYH EHHQ WUDGLWLRQDOO\ WKH 
largest group of persons detected as perpetrators of illegal migration 

VLQFH ����� TKHUH ZDV D FKDQJH LQ ���� GXH WR WKH ODUJH PLJUDWLRQ ZDYH 
and the top position went to the citizens of Syria. After the migration 

ZDYH VXEVLGHG� WKH FLWL]HQV RI 8NUDLQH UHWXUQHG WR WKH WRS SRVLWLRQ LQ 
����� A WRWDO RI 1,498 citizens of Ukraine �L�H� ���� �� ZHUH GHWHFWHG 
LQ ����� TKH IROORZLQJ SRVLWLRQV EDVHG RQ WKH VWDWLVWLFV ZHUH RFFXSLHG 
by citizens of the Moldova ���� SHUVRQV� L�H� ���� ��� Vietnam ���� 
SHUVRQV� L�H� ��� ��� the Russian Federation ���� SHUVRQV� L�H� 
��� �� DQG Georgia ����� L�H� ��� ��� TKHVH � FLWL]HQVKLSV DFFRXQW 
IRU DSSUR[LPDWHO\ �� � RI WKH WRWDO QXPEHU RI SHUVRQV GHWHFWHG DV 
perpetrators of illegal migration. In the two categories of illegal migration 

(illegal stay and illegal migration across the external Schengen border), 

the representation of citizenships is different. In the category of illegal 

Illegal migration in the Czech Republic

Illegal stay
Persons  
detected

i.e. %
Illegal migration across the external 
Schengen border

Persons 
detected

i.e. %

Total 4,653 100.0 Total 339 100.0

of which CR citizens 1 0.0

foreign nationals 338 100.0

of which EU citizens 149 3.2 of which EU citizens 3 0.9

third-country nationals 4,504 96.8 third-country nationals 336 99.1

of which TOP 10 citizenships of which TOP 10 citizenships

Ukraine 1,470 31.6 Georgia 51 15.0

Moldova 567 12.2 Albania 39 11.5

Vietnam 312 6.7 Ukraine 28 8.3

Russian Federation 273 5.9 1951 Convention refugee 21 6.2

Uzbekistan 157 3.4 Yemen 21 6.2

Georgia 137 2.9 China 19 5.6

China 126 2.7 Turkey 19 5.6

Saudi Arabia 109 2.3 Russian Federation 17 5.0

Iraq 103 2.2 Iran 12 3.5

Kazakhstan 86 1.8 Saudi Arabia 9 2.7
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VWD\� WKH FLWL]HQV RI 8NUDLQH KROG WKH ¿UVW SRVLWLRQ� ZKLOH WKH FLWL]HQV  
RI GHRUJLD DUH WKH ODUJHVW JURXS LQ WKH FDWHJRU\ RI LOOHJDO PLJUDWLRQ 
across the external Schengen border.

II ZH GLYLGH LOOHJDO PLJUDQWV LQWR WZR FDWHJRULHV� VSHFL¿FDOO\ FKLOGUHQ 
�DJHG OHVV WKDQ �� \HDUV� DQG DGXOWV ��� \HDUV RU PRUH�� WKHQ WKH 
share of children in the total number of detained persons was  

��� � LQ ���� �WKH VKDUH RI FKLOGUHQ ZDV � � LQ ������ A higher share  

of children tends to occur during waves of transit illegal migration when 

entire families – parents with multiple children – are often detected, this 

LV ZK\ WKH VKDUH RI FKLOGUHQ ZDV ���� � DW WKH KHLJKW RI WKH PLJUDWLRQ 
ZDYH LQ ����� SRPH FKLOGUHQ ZHUH LGHQWL¿HG DV EHLQJ XQDFFRPSDQLHG 
E\ DQ DGXOW UHODWLYH� IQ ����� WKHUH ZHUH �� FKLOGUHQ GHWHFWHG ZKR 
were travelling illegally, unaccompanied by an adult. The situation of 

these children was addressed in cooperation with the Social-legal Child 

Protection Authority (OSPOD).

With respect to structure by gender, the share of illegally staying men 

��� �� ZDV KLJKHU LQ FRPSDULVRQ ZLWK ZRPHQ� :LWK UHVSHFW WR VWUXFWXUH 
E\ DJH� SHUVRQV DJHG ����� \HDUV ��� �� SUHGRPLQDWHG� WKH RWKHU 
KLJKO\ UHSUHVHQWHG FDWHJRULHV ZHUH SHUVRQV DJHG ����� \HDUV ��� �� 
DQG SHUVRQV DJHG ����� \HDUV ��� ���

8.2 FACILITATION OF ILLEGAL MIGRATION

AIWHU WKH \HDU ���� LQ ZKLFK WKH WUDQVLW LOOHJDO PLJUDWLRQ FXOPLQDWHG� 
the pressure gradually subsided (the period of June through December 

������� ����� SHUVRQV� WKH \HDU ����� ���� WKH \HDU ����� ���� WKH \HDU 
��������� EXW WKLV W\SH RI LOOHJDO PLJUDWLRQ VWLOO QHHGV WR EH VHHQ DV 
highly risky with regard to the persons facilitating the illegal crossing 

of the state border of the Czech Republic.

�� AV D VXE�FDWHJRU\ RI LOOHJDO PLJUDWLRQ� WKLV KDV EHHQ UHSRUWHG VHSDUDWHO\ VLQFH �� JXQH �����
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IQ ����� WKHUH ZHUH ��� SHUVRQV�� detected as having used the services 

RI SHRSOH VPXJJOHUV� LQ ZKRVH FDVH WKH RI¿FLDOV RI WKH P&R GLUHFWO\ 
caught a driver or their co-driver who was a human smuggler. In these 

FDVHV� �� SHRSOH VPXJJOHUV ± GULYHUV DQG FR�GULYHUV ± ZHUH GLUHFWO\ 
detained, this is a higher number than the one reported for the persons 

covered by the documentation units from the Alien Police Department 

(APD) of RDP because some persons were covered, for example, by the 

Criminal Police and Investigation Service. These were mainly citizens 

RI RRPDQLD� BXOJDULD� TXUNH\� 8NUDLQH� AXVWULD� GUHHFH� SORYDNLD DQG 
others.  Although a people smuggler was not directly caught in many 

cases, it clearly follows from the testimonies of these foreign nationals 

that they used the assistance of other persons at a certain section  

of their journey, or in the cases where irregular travel documents were 

used, facilitation by another person can be inferred. A decrease in the 

overall lower numbers of detained people smugglers as such has certainly 

also been caused by the fact that migrants receive instructions for the 

MRXUQH\ IURP WKHLU UHODWLYHV� DFTXDLQWDQFHV DQG SHRSOH VPXJJOHUV YLD 
modern technologies that make communication and navigation easier.

Facilitation of illegal migration is also carried out by providing irregular 
documents. Irregular documents were presented by foreign nationals 

during residence proceedings, during their employment, after the end 

of their legal stay or during their illegal migration across the territory 

of the Czech Republic. In terms of citizenship, the main groups who 

used irregular documents for residence or for illegal gainful activity 

were citizens of Ukraine and Moldova.

The main route of migrants heading to us still leads mainly from the 

Balkan countries and their “refugee camps” where they are recruited 

particularly by their compatriots for a further trip to the countries of 

:HVWHUQ (XURSH� TKH PRVW IUHTXHQW IRUP RI LOOHJDO PLJUDWLRQ LQ ���� 

�� Based on the data from the “Illegal Entry and Residence of Persons” maintained at the 

DAPS.
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in the territory of the Czech Republic included transporting migrants 

LQ KLGGHQ SODFHV LQ WUXFNV RU YDQV �PRGL¿HG IRU FRQFHDOHG WUDQVSRUW  
of migrants in a number of cases). To a lesser extent, international train 

connections were used (when this form of people smuggling is used, the 

organised group does not have to pay the costs of a people smuggler 

and usually only a small amount of illegal migrants is detained during 

checks). Besides the land route, the air route was also used, particularly 

WKH LQWUD�SFKHQJHQ ÀLJKWV �GUHHFH DQG GUHHN LVODQGV� ZHUH XVHG DQG WKH 
passengers had irregular travel documents. Just as in the previous years, 

the destination countries of transiting illegal migrants were primarily 

GHUPDQ\��� )UDQFH� WKH 8QLWHG KLQJGRP DQG SFDQGLQDYLDQ FRXQWULHV�

Sham marriages continued to be used to legalise residence in the 

territory of the Czech Republic. In most cases, it was the same modus 

operandi where female citizens of the CR entered into marriage in the 

territory of the CR as well as outside the territory of the CR (for example, 

in Tunisia, Egypt, etc.) with foreign nationals for the pretended purpose 

RI IDPLO\ UHXQL¿FDWLRQ DJDLQVW ¿QDQFLDO SD\PHQW SURPLVHG WR WKHP E\ 
the organiser. Based on the marriage, the foreign national applies at 

an embassy for a permit for temporary residence in the territory of 

WKH &R� SXEVHTXHQWO\� WKH IRUHLJQ QDWLRQDOV LV LVVXHG ZLWK D VKRUW�WHUP 
visa for a family purpose and the foreign national arrives in the CR with 

this visa. These cases were documented and submitted either to DAMP  

of the Ministry of the Interior to commence proceedings on termination 

�� )RU H[DPSOH� LQ MDUFK ����� WKH GHWHFWLYHV IURP WKH NDWLRQDO &HQWUDO 8QLW IRU &RPEDWWLQJ 
OUJDQLVHG &ULPH FDUULHG RXW D UDLG EDVHG RQ D FULPH FDVH ¿OH ZLWK WKH FRYHU QDPH TORA;� 
ZKLFK FRQFHUQHG VPXJJOLQJ PLJUDQWV DFURVV VHYHUDO (XURSHDQ FRXQWULHV WR GHUPDQ\� 
The investigation of the entire criminal case was carried out in close cooperation with 

FROOHDJXHV IURP GHUPDQ\ DQG SORYDNLD� TKH DWWHQWLRQ RI WKH GHWHFWLYHV ZDV FRQFHQWUDWHG 
on an international organised group, which allegedly organised transports of migrants, 

PRVW RIWHQ IURP TXUNH\ �RRPDQLD� DFURVV WKH WHUULWRULHV RI BXOJDULD� RRPDQLD� +XQJDU\� 
WKH SORYDN RHSXEOLF DQG WKH &]HFK RHSXEOLF WR GHUPDQ\ DV WKH GHVWLQDWLRQ FRXQWU\ IRU 
SD\PHQWV RQ WKH RUGHU RI WKRXVDQGV RI (8R SHU PLJUDQW DW OHDVW VLQFH NRYHPEHU ����� 
'XULQJ WKH UDLG� ZKLFK WRRN SODFH LQ WKH WHUULWRU\ RI WKH FDSLWDO FLW\ RI PUDJXH RQ � WKURXJK 
� MDUFK ����� � SHUSHWUDWRUV ZHUH GHWDLQHG ZKR ZHUH FDXJKW LQ WKH DFW RI WUDQVSRUWLQJ 
�� PLJUDQWV ZLWK IUDTL DQG TXUNLVK FLWL]HQVKLSV� TZR FLWL]HQV RI TXUNH\ DQG RQH FLWL]HQ  
of Belgium are prosecuted for the crime of organising and facilitating an illegal crossing  

RI WKH VWDWH ERUGHU SXUVXDQW WR WKH SURYLVLRQ RI SHFWLRQ ������� ����D� RI WKH &ULPLQDO &RGH�
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of residence permits for residence in the territory of the Czech Republic 

or the result of the investigation was sent to the relevant embassy 

of the Czech Republic abroad so that measures are taken that would 

prevent the foreign nationals from arriving in the Czech Republic or the 

Schengen Area. Another reported modus operandi involves cases where 

female citizens of the Czech Republic made it possible for a third-country 

national to stay in the territory of another Member State after entering 

LQWR PDUULDJH �&]HFK ZRPHQ� DV FLWL]HQV RI WKH (XURSHDQ 8QLRQ� KDG 
D MRE DQG SODFH RI UHVLGHQFH DGPLQLVWUDWLYHO\ DUUDQJHG LQ DQRWKHU (8 
Member State and their husbands then applied for residence in that state 

IRU IDPLO\ UHXQL¿FDWLRQ EDVHG RQ WKH VKDP PDUULDJHV�� IQYHVWLJDWLRQ 
of cases aimed to detect sham marriages is done through the search 

activities of the law enforcement authorities as well as with the use  

RI ¿QGLQJV IURP RWKHU SHUVRQV DQG RWKHU SXEOLF DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ DXWKRULWLHV� 
IQ WKHLU HIIRUWV WR GHWHFW WKLV WUHQG� WKH 'RFXPHQWDWLRQ 8QLWV DUH PRVW 
often in contact with embassies in Nigeria, Tunisia, Egypt, Algeria, 

IWDO\� GUHHFH� &\SUXV� GHUPDQ\� MRURFFR� PRODQG� WKH 8QLWHG KLQJGRP� 
VLHWQDP� 8NUDLQH DQG SSDLQ�

TR D OHVVHU H[WHQW� WKH RI¿FLDOV RI WKH 'RFXPHQWDWLRQ 'HSDUWPHQW RI AP' 
RDP also investigated those persons who facilitated residence through 

false	paternity	(using	the	official	option	of	parents’	concurrent	
declaration�� TKLV LQYROYHV UHJLVWHULQJ DQ (8 FLWL]HQ�D IRUHLJQ QDWLRQDO 
DV D SDUHQW LQ D FKLOG¶V ELUWK FHUWL¿FDWH DJDLQVW SD\PHQW RU RUJDQLVLQJ 
VXFK RSHUDWLRQV� TKH LGHQWL¿HG IRUPV RI PLVXVH RI WKLV RI¿FLDO RSWLRQ 
include the method where the foreign national has himself or herself 

registered as the father or mother, hereinafter referred to as the 

parent, of a Czech child (whether the child has already been born or is 

\HW WR EH ERUQ� DQG VXEVHTXHQWO\ DSSOLHV IRU UHVLGHQFH IRU WKH SXUSRVH  
RI UHXQL¿FDWLRQ ZLWK D FLWL]HQ RI WKH &]HFK RHSXEOLF� TKHUH LV DOVR  
a method where a Czech citizen has himself or herself registered as 

the parent of the child of a foreign national (whether the child has 

already been born or is yet to be born) and a method where a foreign 
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national has himself or herself registered as the parent of the child  

of another foreign national who already has permanent residence status 

LQ WKH WHUULWRU\ RI WKH &]HFK RHSXEOLF� AQ DPHQGPHQW WR AFW NR� �������� 
Coll., on the Citizenship of the Czech Republic, contributed to suppress 

WKLV SKHQRPHQRQ EHFDXVH SHFWLRQ ���� �IURP WKH \HDU ����� SURYLGHV 
that a child (whose mother is not a citizen of the Czech Republic or an 

(8 MHPEHU SWDWH DQG GRHV QRW KDYH SHUPDQHQW UHVLGHQFH VWDWXV LQ WKH 
WHUULWRU\ RI WKH &]HFK RHSXEOLF DQG LV QRW KRPHOHVV� ZLOO DFTXLUH WKH 
citizenship of the Czech Republic on the day, on which the concurrent 

declaration of parents on determination of paternity of a citizen of the 

Czech Republic was made, on the condition that the parents presented 

a genetic test in the form of a forensic expert’s report to a registry  

of vital records.

In connection with sham marriages and false paternity used by foreign 

nationals to legalise their stay in the Czech Republic and used by citizens 

RI WKH &]HFK RHSXEOLF DV D VRXUFH RI D XVXDOO\ LQDGHTXDWHO\ ORZ RQH�WLPH 
¿QDQFLDO LQFRPH� WKHUH DUH DOVR ¿QDQFLDO ORVVHV LQFXUUHG E\ WKH SXEOLF 
DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ� IRU H[DPSOH� DV D UHVXOW RI XQMXVWL¿HG UHFHSWLRQ RI ZHOIDUH 
VWDWH VXSSRUW EHQH¿WV RU EHQH¿WV IRU SHRSOH LQ ¿QDQFLDO QHHG LQ WKRVH 
FDVHV ZKHUH WKH DSSOLFDQW LV QRW HQWLWOHG WR VXFK ZHOIDUH EHQH¿WV �IDFWV� 
ZKLFK PD\ KDYH GHFLVLYH LQÀXHQFH RQ WKH SD\PHQW RI VXFK EHQH¿WV 
RU RQ WKH DPRXQW RI VXFK D EHQH¿W� DUH LQWHQWLRQDOO\ ZLWKKHOG LQ WKH 
DSSOLFDWLRQ IRU D FRQWULEXWLRQ� D ERQXV RU D VSHFL¿F EHQH¿W��

TKH RI¿FLDOV RI WKH AOLHQ PROLFH 'HSDUWPHQWV KDYH DOVR HQFRXQWHUHG 
cases where foreign nationals share a household with citizens  
of the Czech Republic or the EU on false pretences with the aim 

of obtaining a residence status (pursuant to the provision of Section 

��D RI AFW NR� �������� &ROO�� D IDPLO\ PHPEHU RI D FLWL]HQ RI WKH 
(XURSHDQ 8QLRQ KDV D SHUPDQHQW SDUWQHU UHODWLRQVKLS ZLWK D FLWL]HQ  
RI WKH (XURSHDQ 8QLRQ� ZKLFK LV QRW PDUULDJH� DQG OLYHV ZLWK WKH FLWL]HQ 
RI WKH (XURSHDQ 8QLRQ LQ D VKDUHG KRXVHKROG�� IW LV PRUH GLI¿FXOW WR 

���
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issue a decision on administrative expulsion to these foreign nationals 

EHFDXVH RI LQDGHTXDWH LQWHUIHUHQFH ZLWK SULYDWH DQG IDPLO\ OLIH� IQ RUGHU 
to prove that a household is shared on false pretences, it is necessary 

to collect evidence, which is very challenging.

 

The language examinations in the Czech language taken by foreign 

QDWLRQDOV ZHUH DOVR PRQLWRUHG LQ ����� IQ WKLV \HDU� WKHUH ZHUH QR ¿QGLQJV 
of misuse (in the previous years, there had been persons posing as 

other persons, fraud during the examinations or circumvention of the 

system of examinations based on corruption of the examiners). Changes 

LQ WKH H[DPLQDWLRQ V\VWHP DQG WKH H[DPLQDWLRQ SURFHGXUHV VLJQL¿FDQWO\ 
contributed to prevention of this phenomenon and more effective control 

PHFKDQLVPV ZHUH FUHDWHG ODVW \HDU� AQRWKHU PRGXV RSHUDQGL LQ ���� ZDV 
represented by a case where a person posed as another person during an 

examination in a different language because a person residing in a different 

(8 MHPEHU SWDWH DVVXPHG WKDW WKHUH ZRXOG EH D ORZHU ULVN RI WKH IUDXG 
being exposed in the Czech Republic than in the given Member State.

TKH SROLFH RI¿FHUV IURP WKH AP' 'RFXPHQWDWLRQ 8QLWV DOVR LQYHVWLJDWHG 
¿QGLQJV UHODWLQJ WR WKH DFWLYLWLHV RI JURXSV RUJDQLVLQJ facilitation  
of illegal employment. These are mainly cases where persons mediate 

jobs to foreign nationals who do not have valid employment permits 

and in order to make it easier for the foreign nationals to start a job, 

forged or otherwise altered identity documents are procured for these 

foreign nationals, which are later used as authentic documents. For 

H[DPSOH� LQ ����� WKH AP' DW WKH R'P RI WKH RHJLRQ RI OORPRXF LQLWLDWHG 
criminal proceedings in two cases due to suspicion of illegal employment  

of foreign nationals. Based on the relevant substantive jurisdiction, both 

cases were referred to the organisational section of the Economic Crime 

Department of the Criminal Police and Investigation Service where the 

subject matter of the proceedings was extended to include suspicion 

of the crime of tax evasion and failure to pay social security insurance 

premium and similar mandatory levies.

���
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Statistics

In connection with facilitation of illegal stay or crossing of border, 
there were 36 persons registered in 2018. In comparison with 

ODVW \HDU� WKHUH ZDV D VOLJKW GHFUHDVH E\ � SHUVRQV ������ ��� IQ ����� 
there were 11 persons convicted of organising and facilitating an illegal 

crossing of the state border and 12 persons convicted of facilitating 

an unauthorised stay in the territory of the CR��.

Table	8:	Facilitation of an illegal stay or a crossing of a border – 

FRPSDULVRQ EHWZHHQ WKH \HDUV ���� DQG ����

Source:	DAPS

�� Source: The Ministry of Justice of the CR

Year
Period 2017 i.e. % 2018 i.e. %

Change as compared with  
the previous period

i.e. %
Absolute 

figure

Total number of persons detected by APD RDP 44 100.0 36 100.0 -18.2 -8

persons who facilitated illegal migration      

sham marriage and organisation thereof 17 38.6 26 72.2 52.9 9

sham paternity and organisation thereof 10 22.7 2 5.6 -80.0 -8

sham invitation and organisation thereof 2 4.5 0.0 -100.0 -2

facilitation of an illegal crossing of the state border 9 20.5 5 13.9 -44.4 -4

other facilitation of an illegal stay (procurement 6 13.6 3 8.3 -50.0 -3
of visas, forged documents, etc.) 
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IQ ����� D WRWDO RI 6,528 administrative return decisions were 

UHJLVWHUHG� A WRWDO RI ����� HQIRUFHDEOH GHFLVLRQV RQ DGPLQLVWUDWLYH 
H[SXOVLRQ ZHUH UHJLVWHUHG� ZKLFK UHSUHVHQWHG DQ LQFUHDVH E\ ���� � 
LQ FRPSDULVRQ ZLWK WKH SUHYLRXV \HDU� TKHUH ZHUH DOVR ��� GHFLVLRQV 
RQ LPSRVLWLRQ RI WKH REOLJDWLRQ WR OHDYH WKH FRXQWU\ LVVXHG LQ ����� 
ZKLFK PHDQW WKHUH ZDV D \HDU�RQ�\HDU LQFUHDVH E\ ��� ��

The largest groups of foreign nationals who were issued an enforceable 

GHFLVLRQ RQ DGPLQLVWUDWLYH H[SXOVLRQ ZHUH WKH FLWL]HQV RI 8NUDLQH� 
MROGRYD DQG 8]EHNLVWDQ� AGPLQLVWUDWLYH H[SXOVLRQ ZDV FDUULHG RXW 
for 441 foreign nationals, among whom the expulsion had the 

IRUP RI DQ DVVLVWHG YROXQWDU\ UHWXUQ LQ ��� FDVHV�

In the area of voluntary returns, the programmes of assisted 
voluntary returns are implemented by the Department for 
Asylum and Migration Policy at the Ministry of the Interior 
of the CR, the International Organisation for Migration, and 
the Refugee Facilities Administration of the Ministry of the 
Interior� 'XULQJ WKH \HDU ����� D WRWDO RI ��� YROXQWDU\ UHWXUQV 
of third-country nationals were registered. This number included 

��� DVVLVWHG YROXQWDU\ UHWXUQV RI IRUHLJQ QDWLRQDOV ZLWK GHFLVLRQV 
RQ DGPLQLVWUDWLYH H[SXOVLRQ ���� UHWXUQV XQGHU WKH SURJUDPPH  
RI WKH MRI RI WKH &R DQG �� XQGHU WKH SURJUDPPH RI WKH IOM� DQG 
�� DVVLVWHG YROXQWDU\ UHWXUQV RI IRUPHU DSSOLFDQWV IRU LQWHUQDWLRQDO 
protection.
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The return policy also forms an integral part of the migration policy as 

a whole. The Czech Republic always prefers the option of a voluntary 

UHWXUQ IURP WKH FRXQWU\ WR D IRUFHG UHWXUQ� ZKLFK LV DOVR UHÀHFWHG LQ 
the statistics.

9.1 ADMINISTRATIVE DECISION ON RETURN

IQ ����� D WRWDO RI 6,528 administrative return decisions were issued. 

An administrative return decision may have the form of a decision on an 

obligation to leave the country or a decision on administrative expulsion.

Decision on an obligation to leave the country

8QGHU WKH RHWXUQ 'LUHFWLYH� OHJLVODWLRQ SURYLGLQJ IRU D GHFLVLRQ RQ DQ 
REOLJDWLRQ WR OHDYH WKH WHUULWRU\ RI WKH &]HFK RHSXEOLF �SHFWLRQ ��D RI AFW 
NR� �������� &ROO�� RQ WKH RHVLGHQFH RI )RUHLJQ NDWLRQDOV� ZDV DGRSWHG 
LQ JDQXDU\ ����� )RUPHUO\� D GHFLVLRQ RQ DGPLQLVWUDWLYH H[SXOVLRQ ZRXOG 
KDYH EHHQ LVVXHG WR VRPH RI WKHVH SHUVRQV� IQ ����� there were 794 
decisions on imposition of an obligation to leave the country 
issued��. According to a year-on-year comparison, there has been 

a slight increase E\ �� GHFLVLRQV �L�H� ���� ���

IQ ����� D GHFLVLRQ ZDV PDGH LQ ��� FDVHV RQ DQ DSSHDO DJDLQVW  
a decision on an obligation to leave the country, which represents  

D VOLJKW GHFUHDVH E\ �� GHFLVLRQV �L�H� ����� �� DFFRUGLQJ WR D \HDU�RQ�
\HDU FRPSDULVRQ� IQ �� FDVHV� WKH DSSHDO ZDV GLVPLVVHG� LQ �� FDVHV� 
WKH DSSHDO ZDV JUDQWHG� LQ �� FDVHV WKH GHFLVLRQ ZDV RYHUWXUQHG DQG 
UHWXUQHG� DQG LQ � FDVHV� WKH GHFLVLRQ ZDV FKDQJHG�

�� Based on the monthly reports on selected activities of RDPs.
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Decision on Administrative Expulsion

Administrative expulsion is an administrative decision by which the 

stay of a foreign national in the country is terminated, the time limit for 

leaving the country is set and the period of time for which the foreign 

national cannot be permitted to enter the territories of the European 

8QLRQ MHPEHU SWDWHV LV GH¿QHG� TKH SHULRG IRU ZKLFK WKH IRUHLJQ 
national cannot be permitted to enter the territories of the European 

8QLRQ MHPEHU SWDWHV LV VHW E\ WKH PROLFH RI WKH &R DFFRUGLQJ WR SUHFLVH 
FRQGLWLRQV GH¿QHG E\ WKH ODZ�

IQ ����� D WRWDO RI 5,713 foreign nationals (an increase by 11.6 %) 
were issued a decision on administrative expulsion. The largest group 

of foreign nationals who were issued with such a decision consisted 

of citizens of Ukraine ������ SHUVRQV� L�H� ���� � RI WKH WRWDO QXPEHU 
of foreign nationals who were issued a decision on administrative 

expulsion). After a large gap, they were followed by citizens of Moldova 
���� SHUVRQV� DQG Uzbekistan ���� SHUVRQV��

IQ ����� 5,734 enforceable decisions on administrative expulsion 
were registered (multiple decisions can be issued to a single person 

over a given period of time).

As concerns the reasons for issuing a decision on administrative expulsion 

�D WRWDO RI ����� UHDVRQV�� EUHDFK RI WKH UHVLGHQFH FRQGLWLRQV KDG 
predominated for a long time��� TKHUH ZDV D FKDQJH LQ ���� and the 
reason that the foreign national was employed without a residence 
permit or without a work permit�� started to predominate, and the 

same WUHQG FRQWLQXHG LQ ����� :LWK WKLV UHDVRQ ������ UHDVRQV� L�H� ���� ���  
WKHUH ZDV D \HDU�RQ�\HDU LQFUHDVH E\ ��� UHDVRQV �L�H� ����� ���  
In terms of citizenships, citizens of Ukraine ������ UHDVRQV� ����� L�H� 

�� Residence without a visa or a residence permit, without a travel document, etc.

�� PXUVXDQW WR SHFWLRQ �������E���� RI AFW NR� �������� &ROO�
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����� �� DQG FLWL]HQV RI Moldova ����� ���� L�H� ���� �� ZHUH WKH ODUJHVW 
groups where performance of work without a permit was detected. There 

ZDV D \HDU�RQ�\HDU LQFUHDVH E\ ��� UHDVRQV �L�H� ���� �� LQ WKH QXPEHU RI 
cases where the reason was breach of the residence conditions�� ������ UHD� 
VRQV� L�H� ���� ��� AQRWKHU FDWHJRU\ RI UHDVRQV LV presentation of an 
irregular document during a border check or a residence check�� 

���� UHDVRQV� L�H� ��� �� ZKHUH D \HDU�RQ�\HDU GHFUHDVH ZDV VHHQ  
���� UHDVRQV� L�H� ����� ��� TKLV UHDVRQ ZDV IRXQG SDUWLFXODUO\ ZLWK FLWL]HQV 
of Ukraine ���� UHDVRQV� DQG Moldova ����� TKLV ZDV IROORZHG E\ WKH 
category of failure to comply with a decision on expulsion�� ���� UHDVRQV� 
L�H� ��� �� DQG WKH FDWHJRU\ RI RWKHU UHDVRQV ���� L�H� ��� ���

9.2 EXECUTION OF A DECISION ON RETURN

Voluntary returns

The Czech Republic prefers the option of a voluntary return to a forced 

return. At the national level, voluntary returns are governed by the 

SURYLVLRQ RI SHFWLRQ ���D RI WKH AFW RQ WKH RHVLGHQFH RI )RUHLJQ NDWLRQDOV� 
PXUVXDQW WR WKLV SURYLVLRQ� LW LV WKH MLQLVWU\ RI WKH IQWHULRU� VSHFL¿FDOO\ 
'AMP� ZKLFK LV UHVSRQVLEOH IRU PDNLQJ D GHFLVLRQ RQ DQ DSSOLFDWLRQ ¿OHG 
by a foreign national and for possibly approving and implementing his 

or her application. If a foreign national, who has been detained and 

SODFHG LQ WKH )DFLOLW\ IRU 'HWHQWLRQ RI )RUHLJQ NDWLRQDOV �ZZ&�� DSSOLHV 
for a voluntary return, then the forced return of such a foreign national 

is carried out by DAPS.

�� PXUVXDQW WR SHFWLRQ �������E���� DQG �F����� ��� DQG ��� RI AFW NR� �������� &ROO� 
�� PXUVXDQW WR SHFWLRQ �������E���� DQG ��� RI AFW NR� �������� &ROO�  
�� PXUVXDQW WR SHFWLRQ �������E���� RI AFW NR� �������� &ROO�
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VROXQWDU\ UHSDWULDWLRQ LV DOVR JRYHUQHG E\ WKH AV\OXP AFW� SXUVXDQW WR LWV 
SHFWLRQ ��D� WKH MLQLVWU\ RI WKH IQWHULRU PD\ EHDU WKH FRVWV DVVRFLDWHG 
with a voluntary return, if it is in the public interest.

In the context of the issues of voluntary returns and returns in general, 

WKH (8¶V OHJLVODWLRQ LV DOVR LPSRUWDQW ZLWK UHVSHFW WR WKH OHJLVODWLRQ 
JRYHUQLQJ WKHVH LVVXHV� TKLV VSHFL¿FDOO\ LQFOXGHV 'LUHFWLYH ���������
(& RI WKH (XURSHDQ PDUOLDPHQW DQG RI WKH &RXQFLO RI �� 'HFHPEHU ���� 
on common standards and procedures in Member States for returning 

irregularly staying third-country nationals.

AV FRQFHUQV YROXQWDU\ UHWXUQV� WKH MRI� S8Z DQG WKH IOM LPSOHPHQW WKHLU 
programmes of assisted voluntary returns. In their programmes, the 

MoI and the IOM focus particularly on those foreign nationals to whom  

D GHFLVLRQ RQ DGPLQLVWUDWLYH H[SXOVLRQ ZDV LVVXHG� 8QGHU LWV SURJUDPPH� 
S8Z SURYLGHV DVVLVWDQFH ZLWK YROXQWDU\ UHWXUQ IRU WKH FRXQWU\ RI RULJLQ 
to failed applicants for international protection.

8QGHU DOO WKHVH SURJUDPPHV RI DVVLVWHG YROXQWDU\ UHWXUQV� WKH MRI� S8Z DQG 
the IOM carry out not only the actual voluntary return but they also provide 

all the related consultancy and assistance, which are necessary for fast 

and successful implementation of a return. The provided services include 

the provision of information on voluntary return to foreign nationals placed 

in reception and accommodation centres for applicants for international 

protection or in facilities for detention of foreign nationals as well as the 

provision of consultancy concerning returns, which is provided to foreign 

nationals with an obligation to leave the territory of the CR who have not 

been detained. In connection with the consultancy concerning returns, 

the foreign nationals concerned are also provided with assistance in their 

communication with the embassies of their countries of origin, most 

often in connection with procurement of an emergency travel document. 

If necessary, the IOM can also provide a foreign national with transit 

assistance and assistance after his or her arrival in the country of origin. 



EMN Annual Report on Asylum and Migration Policy 2018

���

Besides the possibility to use one of the working programmes  

of assisted voluntary returns, failed applicants for international protection, 

foreign nationals with terminated residence or foreign nationals on 

whom administrative expulsion was imposed can leave the country 

spontaneously at their own expense.

'XULQJ WKH \HDU ����� a total of 522 assisted voluntary returns  
of third-country nationals were registered. This included 424 assisted 
voluntary returns of foreign nationals with decisions on administrative 

expulsion and 98 assisted voluntary returns of failed applicants for 

international protection. In terms of citizenship, the largest groups 

among these returnees consisted of citizens of Ukraine, Moldova and 

Uzbekistan.

a) Voluntary returns carried out by DAMP

TKH MLQLVWU\ RI WKH IQWHULRU� VSHFL¿FDOO\ WKH 'HSDUWPHQW IRU AV\OXP DQG 
Migration Policy, has been implementing its own programme of assisted 

YROXQWDU\ UHWXUQV VLQFH JDQXDU\ ����� TKH 'AMP DVVLVWHG YROXQWDU\ UHWXUQV 
programme is governed by the basic rules laid down in the provision 

RI SHFWLRQ ���D RI AFW NR� �������� &ROO� RQ WKH RHVLGHQFH RI )RUHLJQ 
Nationals. In accordance with the aforementioned legal provision, the 

current target group of the programme consists of foreign nationals 

who were issued with a decision on administrative expulsion.

The primary goal of implementation of the programme of assisted voluntary 

returns administrated by the MoI is to improve the effectiveness of the 

return process. The successful reintegration of the returnees in their 

countries of origin can also contribute to that. For this purpose, the MoI 

announced a call for submission of applications for support under the 

National Programme of the Asylum, Migration and Integration Fund for 

activities consisting in the implementation of an informational campaign 

about the possibilities of assisted voluntary returns and in the support 
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for the implementation of voluntary returns, including the pre-departure, 

transit and post-arrival assistance, including reintegration assistance. 

TKH DSSURYHG SURMHFW ZLOO EH LPSOHPHQWHG GXULQJ WKH \HDU �����

IQ ����� DV SDUW RI WKH LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ RI DVVLVWHG YROXQWDU\ UHWXUQV� WKH 
Ministry of the Interior not only carried out the actual voluntary return 

but also provided all the related consultancy and assistance, which are 

necessary for effective, fast and successful implementation of a return. 

The provided services include particularly the provision of information 

on voluntary returns to foreign nationals placed in the facilities for 

GHWHQWLRQ RI IRUHLJQ QDWLRQDOV LQ BDONRYi� BČOi�JH]RYi DQG V\ãQt LKRW\� 
IQ ����� QHDUO\ ����� VXFK LQWHUYLHZV ZHUH FRQGXFWHG ZLWK FLWL]HQV 
RI �� GLIIHUHQW FRXQWULHV ZKR ZHUH GHWDLQHG LQ WKH DIRUHPHQWLRQHG 
facilities for detention of foreign nationals. The return consultancy is 

also provided to foreign nationals who were issued with a decision on 

administrative expulsion and who were not detained. In connection with 

return consultancy, the foreign nationals concerned are also provided 

with assistance in communication with the embassies of their countries 

of origin, most often in connection with procurement of an emergency 

travel document.

For foreign nationals who decided to take advantage of the assisted 

voluntary return option, the Ministry of the Interior ensures implementation 

RI WKH DFWXDO UHWXUQ� LQFOXGLQJ DVVLVWDQFH ZLWK ÀLJKW GHSDUWXUH� TKH 
MoI always tries to carry out a return in such a manner so that it takes 

place as soon as possible in accordance with the interests of the foreign 

QDWLRQDO DV FRQFHUQV PDLQO\ WKH ¿QDO GHVWLQDWLRQ ZKLOH WDNLQJ LQWR DFFRXQW 
the amount of the costs associated with the administrative expulsion.

In 2018, the Ministry of the Interior carried out a total of 378 
voluntary returns� TKLV QXPEHU LQFOXGHG ��� SHUVRQV SODFHG LQ IDFLOLWLHV 
for detention of foreign nationals. Assisted voluntary returns through 

the Ministry of the Interior were most often carried out for citizens  



EMN Annual Report on Asylum and Migration Policy 2018

���

of Ukraine ���� SHUVRQV�� Moldova ��� SHUVRQV�� IROORZHG E\ Uzbekistan 
��� SHUVRQV� DIWHU D ODUJH JDS� IQ WRWDO� DVVLVWHG YROXQWDU\ UHWXUQV  
RI IRUHLJQ QDWLRQDOV ZLWK �� GLIIHUHQW FLWL]HQVKLSV ZHUH VXFFHVVIXOO\ 
carried out.

When carrying out the return activities, DAMP cooperates with other 

entities at the national level. Cooperation with other entities, which 

implement their own assisted voluntary returns programmes, such as 

WKH S8Z DQG WKH IOM� LV DQ LQGLVSHQVDEOH SDUW RI WKH UHWXUQ DFWLYLWLHV 
performed by DAMP.

IQ ����� DQ DPHQGPHQW WR AFW NR� �������� &ROO�� RQ WKH RHVLGHQFH  
of Foreign Nationals, was discussed in the Parliament. This amendment 

LV VXSSRVHG WR DOORZ� DPRQJ RWKHU WKLQJV� IRU HQKDQFLQJ WKH ÀH[LELOLW\  
of the currently implemented assisted voluntary returns programme and 

for expanding the target groups of the programme to include additional 

groups of foreign nationals, such as foreign nationals with an imposed 

expulsion sentence, provided that they are not serving a prison sentence 

or that they were not placed in expulsion detention, foreign nationals 

with an imposed obligation to leave the country pursuant to the provision  

RI SHFWLRQ ��D RI AFW NR� �������� &ROO� DQG IRUHLJQ QDWLRQDOV IRU ZKRP 
a deadline was set for leaving the country based on an issued exit order 

SXUVXDQW WR WKH SURYLVLRQ RI SHFWLRQ �� RI AFW NR� �������� &ROO�
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Chart	6:	Structure of voluntary returns carried out under the DAMP 

programme

Source:	DAMP

b) Voluntary returns of applicants (after withdrawal of an 
application)/failed applicants for international protection carried 
out by the SUZ of the MoI of the CR

(YHU\ IRUHLJQ QDWLRQDO PHHWLQJ WKH FRQGLWLRQV GH¿QHG LQ WKH SURYLVLRQ 
RI SHFWLRQ ��D RI WKH AV\OXP AFW LV HOLJLEOH WR DSSO\ IRU UHSDWULDWLRQ ±  
D YROXQWDU\� GLJQL¿HG DQG VDIH UHWXUQ WR WKHLU FRXQWU\ RI RULJLQ RU D WKLUG 
country, paid from the state budget. The eligibility for a voluntary return 

is not obtained automatically. Each application is examined individually. 

TKH S8Z EHDUV WKH FRVWV RI UHSDWULDWLRQ� WDNLQJ LQWR DFFRXQW ZKHWKHU 
WKH IRUHLJQ QDWLRQDO PHHWV WKH FRQGLWLRQV GH¿QHG LQ SHFWLRQ ��D RI WKH 
AV\OXP AFW� WKH RSLQLRQ RI 'AMP� WKH ¿QDQFLDO VWDQGLQJ RI WKH DSSOLFDQW� 
the degree of cooperation on the part of the foreign national, and the 

health and mental state, the family and social situation and other factors 

are also taken into account.

225 Ukraine

83 Moldova

32 Uzbekistan

5 Vietnam

4 Georgia

3 North Macedonia, Turkey, Russian Federation,  
   Tajikistan
2 Belarus, Albania, Serbia, Kazakhstan

1 Nigeria, Taiwan, Brazil, Canada, Armenia, Peru, 
   Mongolia, Algeria, Kosovo

���
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:KHQ FDUU\LQJ RXW D YROXQWDU\ UHWXUQ� WKH S8Z SURYLGHV DSSOLFDQWV ZLWK 
a free air ticket or a free ticket for travel by land to the destination 

country, direct assistance at their departure and consultancy, and if it 

is not possible to ensure transportation for the client to the destination 

FKRVHQ E\ WKH FOLHQW� D FRQWULEXWLRQ IRU WUDQVSRUWDWLRQ WR WKH UHTXHVWHG 
destination can be paid to the client.

IQ DGGLWLRQ WR WKDW� WKH S8Z PD\ SURYLGH RWKHU QHFHVVDU\ DVVLVWDQFH WKDW 
will lead to a successful return of a foreign national, this includes, for 

example, assisting with procuring a travel document if such a document 

is absent, paying the costs associated with this, ensuring transportation 

to the point of departure from the Czech Republic, providing a medically 

XQ¿W IRUHLJQ QDWLRQDO ZLWK D VSHFLDOLVHG WUDQVSRUW PHGLFDO VHUYLFH WKDW ZLOO 
accompany him or her, providing assistance during a possible transfer 

in a foreign country, etc.

II QHFHVVDU\� WKH S8Z FRRSHUDWHV ZLWK 'AMP� WKH IOM RU WKH &]HFK RHG 
Cross in implementing repatriations. In order to protect the personal 

GDWD RI DSSOLFDQWV IRU LQWHUQDWLRQDO SURWHFWLRQ� WKH S8Z GRHV QRW FRPH 
into direct contact with the foreign authorities in the countries of origin. 

TKH S8Z FRRSHUDWHV ZLWK WKH DIRUHPHQWLRQHG RUJDQLVDWLRQV XQGHU  
a contract particularly in the following cases:

§	 if it is necessary to procure emergency travel documents or to renew 

the period of validity of the existing travel documents, 

§	 if a child is born to an applicant for international protection in the 

territory of the Czech Republic and, as a result, is not stated in the 

parent’s travel document, and the Police of the CR cannot issue  

D WUDYHO LGHQWLW\ FDUG RU VXFK D WUDYHO LGHQWLW\ FDUG LV QRW VXI¿FLHQW 
for the return,

���
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§	 if assistance is necessary during a layover (for example, due to  

a disability),

§	 if a layover and transfer in the countries of the Schengen Area is 

inevitable,

§	 if the returnee is an unaccompanied minor applicant for international 

protection.

IQ ����� D WRWDO RI 131 applications for voluntary returns were 

processed, from among them, a total of 98 persons were returned to 

WKH UHTXHVWHG FRXQWULHV� IQ FRPSDULVRQ ZLWK WKH \HDU ����� WKHUH ZDV 
D VOLJKW TXDQWLWDWLYH LQFUHDVH E\ ���� �� TKH PRVW IUHTXHQW GHVWLQDWLRQ 
country of return was the Russian Federation ��� SHUVRQV�� Ukraine 
��� SHUVRQV�� Georgia ��� SHUVRQV�� Iraq ��� SHUVRQV� DQG Armenia 
�� SHUVRQV��

Chart	7: RHSDWULDWLRQV FDUULHG RXW E\ WKH S8Z LQ ���� E\ FRXQWU\ RI UHWXUQ

Source:	S8Z

19 Russian Federation

15 Ukraine, Georgia

10 Iraq, other

7 Armenia

6 Azerbaijan

5 Kazakhstan, Mongolia

2 Albania, China, India

���
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c) Voluntary returns of third-country nationals with an issued 
decision on return, carried out through the International 
Organisation for Migration 

The International Organisation for Migration (IOM) has also been 

engaged in voluntary returns for a long time. This organisation ensures 

not only the actual implementation of a voluntary return but also all the 

related consultancy and assistance, which are necessary for successful 

implementation of a return. In its programme of voluntary returns, the 

IOM focuses on foreign nationals with an issued decision on administrative 

expulsion who were not detained in a facility for detention of foreign 

nationals and who were given a deadline for leaving the country.

The services provided by the IOM include providing foreign nationals 

with basic information on a voluntary return as well as providing foreign 

nationals with comprehensive consultancy regarding returns, including 

assistance in communication with the embassies of their countries  

of origin, most often in connection with procurement of an emergency 

travel document. As a rule, the returning foreign nationals are provided 

with departure assistance at the airport and, if necessary, also with 

transit and post-arrival assistance.

In 2018, the IOM carried out a total of 46 voluntary returns, with 

Uzbekistan ��� SHUVRQV� DQG Vietnam ��� SHUVRQV� EHLQJ WKH PRVW 
IUHTXHQW GHVWLQDWLRQV�

Forced Returns

BDVHG RQ D ¿QDO DQG HQIRUFHDEOH GHFLVLRQ RQ DGPLQLVWUDWLYH H[SXOVLRQ� 
“forced implementation��” of returns was carried out for 19 foreign 
nationals �D \HDU�RQ�\HDU GHFUHDVH E\ � SHUVRQV� LQ ���� �DFFRUGLQJ 

�� These are cases of implementation of administrative expulsion, which do not include 

returns with the assistance of the MoI of the CR or the IOM.
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to the entries made in the IS AIS). In terms of citizenship, the highest 

number of administrative expulsions was carried out for citizens  

RI 8NUDLQH ��� SHUVRQV��

When it comes to the implementation of voluntary returns programmes 

by DAMP for foreign nationals detained in a facility for detention  

RI IRUHLJQ QDWLRQDOV �ZZ&� ZKR DSSO\ IRU D YROXQWDU\ UHWXUQ IURP WKH ZZ&� 
it is a case of what is referred to as a “pseudo-voluntary return”. In 

this case, the MoI of the CR only provides assistance and an air ticket, 

the other matters, i.e. establishment of identity, consular interviews, 

procurement of travel documents, the escorting of foreign nationals are 

carried out by the DAPS. Although these are foreign nationals who have 

applied to join the voluntary returns programme, the legal conditions 

for their detention and implementation of expulsion are still met.

'XULQJ WKH \HDU ����� UXOLQJV ZHUH PDGH RQ DSSHDOV DJDLQVW D GHFLVLRQ RQ 
DGPLQLVWUDWLYH H[SXOVLRQ LQ ��� FDVHV� ZKLFK LV �� �L�H� ���� �� DSSHDOV 
PRUH WKDQ LQ WKH \HDU ����� TKLV QXPEHU LQFOXGHV ��� FDVHV� LQ ZKLFK DQ 
DSSHDO ZDV GLVPLVVHG� �� FDVHV� LQ ZKLFK WKH GHFLVLRQ ZDV RYHUWXUQHG� 
��� FDVHV� LQ ZKLFK WKH GHFLVLRQ ZDV RYHUWXUQHG DQG UHWXUQHG IRU  
D QHZ KHDULQJ� �� FDVHV� LQ ZKLFK WKH GHFLVLRQ VWDWHPHQW ZDV FKDQJHG� 
DQG � FDVHV� LQ ZKLFK WKH SURFHHGLQJV ZHUH VWD\HG�

One of the tools for effective implementation of a forced return of a per- 

son to their country of origin is a transfer under a readmission 
agreement. The Czech Republic is engaged in negotiating bilateral 

readmission agreements and also participates in the work of the European 

&RPPLVVLRQ LQ WKH QHJRWLDWLRQV RI (8 UHDGPLVVLRQ DJUHHPHQWV ZLWK 
selected third countries. 

IQ ����� WKH &]HFK RHSXEOLF GLG QRW VWDUW QHJRWLDWLRQV DERXW UHDGPLVVLRQ 
DJUHHPHQWV ZLWK DQ\ QHZ FRXQWULHV EXW LW WULHG WR ¿QDOLVH WKH DJUHHPHQWV� 
which were in preparation, and to agree on the implementing protocols 
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IRU WKH (8 UHDGPLVVLRQ DJUHHPHQWV� ZKHUH WKLV LV GHVLUDEOH� TKH &]HFK 
RHSXEOLF DOVR DFWLYHO\ SDUWLFLSDWHV LQ WKH (8 UHWXUQ SROLF\ E\ KDYLQJ LWV 
representatives attending the relevant meetings of the Council and the 

&RPPLVVLRQ DV ZHOO DV PHHWLQJV ZLWK VSHFL¿F WKLUG FRXQWULHV�

IQ ����� LQ WKH DUHD RI ELODWHUDO DJUHHPHQW DJHQGD� WKH &]HFK RHSXEOLF 
HQWHUHG LQWR DQ LPSOHPHQWLQJ SURWRFRO IRU WKH (8 UHDGPLVVLRQ DJUHHPHQW 
ZLWK MDFHGRQLD �VLJQHG RQ �� NRYHPEHU ����� DQG SUHSDUHG D GUDIW WH[W 
of an implementing protocol with Armenia (this was sent to Armenia 

RQ � JDQXDU\ ������

AV RI �� 'HFHPEHU ����� WKH &R KDG ELODWHUDO UHDGPLVVLRQ DJUHHPHQWV LQ 
HIIHFW ZLWK D WRWDO RI �� VWDWHV� Austria, Poland, Germany, Slovakia, 
Romania, Hungary, Canada, Croatia, Bulgaria, Slovenia, Moldova, 
Vietnam, Switzerland, Armenia, Kazakhstan and Kosovo.

A draft bilateral memorandum of understanding on returns with India 

ZDV DOVR SUHSDUHG DQG ZDV VHQW WR WKH IQGLDQ VLGH LQ NRYHPEHU ����� OQ 
the contrary, there has been no progress with the bilateral readmission 

DJUHHPHQWV ZLWK MRQJROLD DQG 8]EHNLVWDQ� ZKLFK ZHUH LQ WKH GUDIWLQJ 
stages, due to inactivity of the counterparties.

AV FRQFHUQV QHJRWLDWLRQV RI (8 UHDGPLVVLRQ DJUHHPHQWV� WKH &RPPLVVLRQ 
did not receive a mandate for negotiating a readmission agreement with  

D QHZ WKLUG FRXQWU\ LQ ����� AW SUHVHQW� WKH &RPPLVVLRQ LV QHJRWLDWLQJ WKH 
texts of readmission agreements with Nigeria and Tunisia. Negotiations 

with other countries (China, Morocco and Algeria) saw little to no progress. 

Readmission issues are being negotiated with China as part of an agreement 

on combatting illegal migration. Further negotiations will be taking place as 

part of the dialogue on migration and mobility. A consensus was reached 

with Belarus with respect to the visa facilitation agreement, at the same 

WLPH� BHODUXV FRQ¿UPHG WKH WH[W RI WKH UHDGPLVVLRQ DJUHHPHQW� ZKLFK 
had already been previously approved.
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TKH (8 FRQWLQXHV LWV HIIRUWV WR QHJRWLDWH GRFXPHQWV VXFK DV SWDQGDUG 
Operating Procedure or Best Practices with third countries. Draft 

documents were presented to certain third countries, some of which 

have already been agreed on and cooperation has started (Bangladesh, 

AIJKDQLVWDQ� GXLQHD DQG (WKLRSLD� ZKLOH QHJRWLDWLRQV EHWZHHQ WKH (8 DQG 
VRPH RWKHU FRXQWULHV �GKDQD� GDPELD DQG (J\SW� DUH VWLOO XQGHU ZD\�

TKHUH ZHUH D WRWDO RI �� (8 UHDGPLVVLRQ DJUHHPHQWV LQ HIIHFW ZLWK 
the following states: Hong Kong, Macao, Sri Lanka, Albania, the 
Russian Federation, Ukraine, Moldova, Serbia, Montenegro, North 
Macedonia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Pakistan, Georgia, Turkey, 
Cape Verde, Armenia and Azerbaijan.

TKH &]HFK RHSXEOLF¶V PHPEHUVKLS LQ WKH (8 LV DOVR DVVRFLDWHG ZLWK DVSHFWV 
LPSDFWLQJ WKH LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ RI UHWXUQV� IQ WKH ¿HOG RI UHWXUQV� DW DQ 
international level, the MoI cooperates with entities, which participate in 

the creation of the legislative framework of the European return policy 

DQG WKH DFWXDO LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ RI UHWXUQV LQ WKH (8 MHPEHU SWDWHV� L�H� 
with the European Commission, the Council and the European Border 

DQG &RDVW GXDUG AJHQF\ �)RONT(;� DV ZHOO DV ZLWK WKH LPPLJUDWLRQ 
DXWKRULWLHV RI RWKHU (8 MHPEHU SWDWHV� TKH JRDO RI WKHVH DFWLYLWLHV LV 
WR WUDQVODWH WKH LQWHUHVWV RI WKH &]HFK RHSXEOLF LQWR WKH DGRSWHG (8 
OHJLVODWLYH DFWV� SURSRVHG SURFHGXUHV DQG SULRULWLHV ZLWKLQ WKH (8� ZKLFK 
have an immediate impact on the implementation of return measures 

and the overall effective migration management in the Czech Republic. 

IQ WKLV UHVSHFW� WKH DPHQGPHQW WR 'LUHFWLYH ���������(& RQ FRPPRQ 
standards and procedures in Member States for returning irregularly 

staying third-country nationals, referred to as the Return Directive, 

plays an important role, the debate about this amendment started 

LQ ����� TKH &]HFK RHSXEOLF ZDV DOVR DFWLYH LQ WKH ZRUNLQJ JURXSV  
RI WKH DIRUHPHQWLRQHG (8 HQWLWLHV DGGUHVVLQJ WKH RSHUDWLRQDO DVSHFWV 
RI UHWXUQV WR VSHFL¿F WKLUG FRXQWULHV DV ZHOO DV LQ WKH ZRUNLQJ JURXSV 
focused on horizontal issues concerning information exchange, best 
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practices and coordination of return measures. The Czech Republic also 

DJUHHG WR VHQG H[SHUWV ZLWK UHWXUQ�UHODWHG H[SHUWLVH WR GUHHFH ZKRVH 
primary task would be to assist and help the local authorities there with 

the process of implementing returns of illegally staying third-country 

nationals. This support is designed to speed up the return process 

DQG� FRQVHTXHQWO\� WR SUHYHQW VHFRQGDU\ PLJUDWLRQ WR RWKHU FRXQWULHV  
of the Schengen Area, including the Czech Republic. With the operational 

assistance to be provided and the experience and best practices from 

the Czech Republic to be shared, the sending of an expert specialising 

LQ UHWXUQV KDV WKH SRWHQWLDO RI IDYRXUDEO\ LQÀXHQFLQJ WKH UHWXUQ SURFHVV 
in the sending country on a long-term basis. It is planned to send the 

H[SHUWV ZLWK UHWXUQ�UHODWHG H[SHUWLVH LQ �����

9.3 EXPULSION SENTENCE IMPOSED BY COURTS 

A sentence of expulsion from the territory of the CR is imposed by 

courts on those perpetrators who are not citizens of the Czech Republic 

as a standalone sentence or alongside another sentence pursuant to 

AFW NR� ������� &ROO�� WKH &ULPLQDO &RGH� DV DPHQGHG� LI WKH VHFXULW\  
RI SHRSOH RU SURSHUW\ RU DQRWKHU SXEOLF LQWHUHVW UHTXLUHV VR� AQ H[SXOVLRQ 
sentence can be imposed as a standalone sentence, if imposition  

of another sentence is not necessary due to the nature and gravity of the 

perpetrated crime and the person and circumstances of the perpetrator. 

A court can impose an expulsion sentence for one through ten years or 

IRU DQ LQGH¿QLWH SHULRG RI WLPH�

If a decision on administrative expulsion is not respected, such an action 

RI D IRUHLJQ QDWLRQDO FDQ TXDOLI\ DV D FULPH RI REVWUXFWLQJ WKH H[HFXWLRQ 
RI DQ RI¿FLDO GHFLVLRQ� +RZHYHU� LQ SUDFWLFH� WKLV SURYLVLRQ RI WKH ODZ 
is usually not applied until the occurrence of the second and further 

violation of/failure to comply with the imposed obligation.
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An expulsion sentence is carried out by the DAPS if the foreign national 

is serving a prison sentence or has been placed in expulsion detention. 

In this case, the DAPS procures the travel and transport documents, 

communicates with the embassies and cooperates with other public 

administration authorities, particularly the Prison Service of the CR, 

courts and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Chart	8:	The numbers of persons who were sentenced to expulsion in 

WKH SHULRG ����±����

Source: The Ministry of Justice

IQ ����� WKHUH ZDV D WRWDO RI 1,722 persons on whom courts imposed 
expulsion sentences in criminal proceedings, which represented 

D \HDU�RQ�\HDU LQFUHDVH E\ ��� SHUVRQV �L�H� ���� ��� TKLV FDWHJRU\ 
was dominated by citizens of Ukraine ���� SHUVRQV� L�H� ���� ��� 
Romania ���� SHUVRQV� L�H� ���� �� DQG Moldova ���� SHUVRQV� L�H� 
��� ��� TKHVH � FLWL]HQVKLSV DFFRXQWHG IRU �� � RI WKH WRWDO QXPEHU 
of persons on whom expulsion sentences were imposed. The largest 

\HDU�RQ�\HDU LQFUHDVHV ZHUH VHHQ ZLWK FLWL]HQV RI MROGRYD ���� SHUVRQV� 
L�H� ����� �� DQG PRODQG ���� SHUVRQV� L�H� ����� ��� FRQYHUVHO\� 
WKHUH ZDV D \HDU�RQ�\HDU GHFUHDVH LQ WKH QXPEHU RI FLWL]HQV RI 8NUDLQH  
���� SHUVRQV� L�H� ����� ��� APRQJ FLWL]HQV RI 8NUDLQH DQG MROGRYD�  
the predominating grounds for expulsion were forgery and alteration  

RI D SXEOLF GRFXPHQW DQG REVWUXFWLRQ RI H[HFXWLRQ RI DQ RI¿FLDO GHFLVLRQ 
and expulsion, among citizens of Romania, the predominating grounds 
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for expulsion were thefts and unauthorised procurement, forgery and 

alteration of a payment instrument.

TKH PRVW IUHTXHQW grounds for an expulsion sentence (this concerned  

D WRWDO RI ����� FULPLQDO DFWV� ZHUH theft ���� FULPLQDO DFWV� L�H� ���� ���  
forgery and alteration of a public document ���� FULPLQDO DFWV� 
L�H� ���� ��� obstruction	of	execution	of	an	official	decision	and	
expulsion ����� L�H� ���� �� DQG unlicensed production and other 
management of intoxicating and psychotropic substances and 
poisons ����� L�H� ��� �� DV ZHOO DV unauthorised procurement, 
forgery and alteration of a payment instrument ����� L�H� ��� ��� 
The largest year-on-year increase was seen with endangerment under 

WKH LQÀXHQFH RI DQ DGGLFWLYH VXEVWDQFH ���� FULPLQDO DFWV� ��� FULPLQDO 
DFWV� L�H� ������ ���

Court-imposed expulsion was carried out for 298 foreign nationals 

GXULQJ WKH UHIHUHQFH SHULRG� ZKLFK UHSUHVHQWV D ¿JXUH VLPLODU WR WKDW IRU 
WKH SUHYLRXV \HDU ��� SHUVRQV� L�H� ���� ��� IQ WHUPV RI FLWL]HQVKLSV� WKH 
largest groups consisted of citizens of Slovakia ��� SHUVRQV� L�H� ���� ���  
Ukraine ��� SHUVRQV� L�H� ���� �� DQG Romania ��� SHUVRQV� L�H� 
���� ��� AFFRUGLQJ WR D \HDU�RQ�\HDU FRPSDULVRQ� WKH KLJKHVW LQFUHDVH 
RFFXUUHG DPRQJ FLWL]HQV RI RRPDQLD ���� SHUVRQV� L�H� ����� ���
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Annex 1: Methodology and Definitions

This report was prepared mainly using the source materials of institutions 

engaged in asylum, migration and integration. This agenda is particularly 

within the terms of reference of the Ministry of the Interior. Furthermore, 

source materials from the following entities were used in preparation 

of the report: the Directorate of the Alien Police Service, the Police 

PUHVLGLXP� WKH MLQLVWU\ RI (GXFDWLRQ� YRXWK DQG SSRUWV� WKH MLQLVWU\  
of Labour and Social Affairs, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Ministry 

RI JXVWLFH� WKH RHIXJHH )DFLOLWLHV AGPLQLVWUDWLRQ� WKH NDWLRQDO &HQWUDO 8QLW 
for Combating Organised Crime and the Facilities for Children-foreigners. 

Most of these institutions were contacted by the National Contact Point 

of the EMN in the Czech Republic, which is a part of the Department for 

Asylum and Migration Policy of the Ministry of the Interior, or directly by 

this Department. The source materials of these institutions represent 

most of the content of this report. The other source was information 

in the public domain.

Statistical data were taken particularly from the information systems 

of the Police of the Czech Republic, the Department for Asylum and 

Migration Policy of the MoI and the Facility for Children-foreigners.

For the most part, information and data from the working version  

of the Report on the Situation in Migration and the Integration of Foreign 

NDWLRQDOV LQ WKH THUULWRU\ RI WKH &]HFK RHSXEOLF LQ ������ and from the 

ANN(;(S

�� This report is prepared by the Ministry of the Interior on an annual basis.
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reports and studies of the European Migration Network in the areas 

concerned were used. Particularly the national contribution (Technical 

Part 1) to the synthesis EMN Annual Report on Migration and Asylum 

����� ZKLFK WKH &]HFK NDWLRQDO &RQWDFW PRLQW RI WKH (MN SUHSDUHG LQ 
HDUO\ ����� ZDV XVHG�

For the purposes of this report, the analysis of press articles concerned 

ZLWK DV\OXP DQG PLJUDWLRQ LQ ���� ZDV DOVR XVHG�

The terminology was used in accordance with the national practice and 

OHJLVODWLRQ� 'H¿QLWLRQV RI WHUPV FRQWDLQHG LQ WKH VL[WK HGLWLRQ RI WKH (MN 
AV\OXP DQG MLJUDWLRQ GORVVDU\ ZHUH DOVR XVHG�



���

ANN(;(S

Annex 2: List of Sources and Literature

SOURCES

Ministry of the Interior

Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs

MLQLVWU\ RI (GXFDWLRQ� YRXWK DQG SSRUWV
Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Ministry of Finance

Ministry of Justice

Directorate of the Alien Police Service

Police Presidium

Refugee Facilities Administration

NDWLRQDO &HQWUDO 8QLW IRU &RPEDWLQJ OUJDQLVHG &ULPH
International Organisation for Migration

Facility for Children-foreigners
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States for returning irregularly staying third-country nationals
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'LUHFWLYH ��������(8 RI WKH (XURSHDQ PDUOLDPHQW DQG RI WKH &RXQFLO 
RI �� JXQH ���� OD\LQJ GRZQ VWDQGDUGV IRU UHFHSWLRQ RI DSSOLFDQWV IRU 
international protection

RHJXODWLRQ �(8� �������� RI WKH (XURSHDQ PDUOLDPHQW DQG RI WKH &RXQFLO 
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'LUHFWLYH �(8� �������� RI WKH (XURSHDQ PDUOLDPHQW DQG RI WKH FRXQFLO 
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service, pupil exchange schemes or educational projects and au pairing
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Authorisation System (ETIAS)

RHJXODWLRQ �(8� ��������� RI WKH (XURSHDQ PDUOLDPHQW DQG RI WKH &RXQFLO 
RI �� NRYHPEHU ���� RQ WKH (XURSHDQ AJHQF\ IRU WKH OSHUDWLRQDO 
Management of Large-Scale IT Systems in the Area of Freedom, Security 

and Justice (eu-LISA)
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GRYHUQPHQW RHVROXWLRQ NR� ��� RI �� NRYHPEHU ���� RQ WKH SWDWH 
IQWHJUDWLRQ PURJUDPPH IRU PHUVRQV ZLWK GUDQWHG IQWHUQDWLRQDO PURWHFWLRQ 
LQ ���� DQG WKH )ROORZLQJ YHDUV 
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± IQ MXWXDO RHVSHFW LQ WKH YHDU ����
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