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Press Release

Georgia joins the European Migration Network

In March 2021, Georgia joined the European Migration Network as observer. The working
arrangement represents an important step towards reinforced cooperation in the areas of
migration and asylum.

Brussels, 11 March 2021

In the beginning of the year 2021, the European Migration Network welcomes for the first time
countries outside the European Economic Area: Georgia and Moldova.

Ms. Monique Pariat, Director General of the Directorate-General for Migration and Home Affairs of
the European Commission, stated: “In order to manage migration better, it is important to increase
EU cooperation with third countries. This was emphasised in the New Pact on Migration and Asylum.
Having Georgia as a part of the European Migration Network will enable us to share our European
good practices in managing migration while getting a better understanding of migration from a
Caucasus perspective”.

Mr. Gocha Lordkipanidze, the Minister of Justice of Georgia, Chair of the State Commission on
Migration Issues, said: “Joining the EMN is very important for Georgia. Development of migration
management system is an important pillar of Georgia’s integration with the European Union.
Therefore, the policy is based on the principle of ‘migration and development’, emphasizing
research, expert exchanges, analysis on modern migratory trends and means for reaction —
everything in which the European Migration Network is advanced in”.

The working arrangements establish the conditions of the administrative cooperation between the
European Commission and Georgia in the European Migration Network that accommodate both
current and future co-operation needs.

Background: The European Migration Network (EMN) is a Europe-wide network consisting of
National Contact Points (NCPs) in the EU Member States and Norway, providing information on
migration and asylum. The EMN was set up in 2008 by the European Commission on behalf of the
European Council in order to satisfy the need for a regular exchange of reliable information on
migration and asylum related issues on a European level. The possibility to cooperate with third
countries is foreseen in the Council Decision on establishing a European Migration Network.?

More information: Signature video: (link)

Contact:

European Commission — EMN

Mr. Magnus Ovilius

Head of Agencies and Networks coordination Sector and EMN Chair
Email: magnus.ovilius@ec.europa.eu

EMN website: www.ec.europa.eu/emn | Twitter: https://twitter.com/EMNMigration | LinkedIn:
www.linkedin.com/company/european-migration-network

Council Decision of 14th May 2008 (2008/381/EC) on establishing a European Migration Network:
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32008D0381
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