
FINLAND

*Please note that this institutional chart provides an indicative overview of 
the asylum and migration system in the MS concerned on July 2019

Institutional Framework for migration and asylum* 

Ministry of the Interior
• Drafts legislation on migration. 
• Guides and develops the immigration 

administration.

Ministry of Employment and Economy
• Directs integration and labour migration policy 
• Monitors the volume and  structure of labour migration
• Responsible for the r esidence permit procedure for 

workers, students and researchers

Ministry for Foreign Affairs
• Directs visa policy. 
• Finnish diplomatic missions abroad grant 

visas and accept citizenship declarations 
and residence permit applications.

Migration Department
• Formulates Finland’s migration 

policy 
• Drafts legislation on migration 

and citizenship.
• Coordinates activities related to 

migration between various 
branches of administration and 
represents Finland in migration 
issues in the European Union 
and on other international fora.

Finnish Immigration Service
• residence permits 
• asylum  applications 
• steers the work of reception centres
• decisions on refusal of entry and deportation
• citizenship applications 
• alien’s passports

Police Department
• Strategic guidance and supervision of 

the police sector.
• Monitors compliance with the Aliens Act
• Police departments receive asylum 

applications and serve decisions.
• Enforces decisions on deportation and 

refusal of entry
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Coordination

Other input

Reception Centres

The Finnish Border Guard
• Monitors entry to 

Finland/exit from 
Finland

• Visa decisions at the 
border

• Receives asylum 
applications, when 
necessary

Ministerial working group on migration
Compiles and maintains situational awareness of the asylum seeker 

situation and monitors integration.
Ministry of Social Affairs and 

Health

Ministry of Education and 
Culture

Centres for Economic Development, 
Transport and the Environment

Handles tasks related to immigration, 
integration and good ethnic relations on a 

regional basis.

Municipalities
• Create integration programmes
• Provide basic services to resident immigrants
• Decide  on the reception of quota refugees and 

asylum seekers who have been granted a residence 
permit.

Ministry of Justice

Administrative courts

Process appeals against the 
Finnish Immigration Service’s 

decisions.

The Advisory Board for Ethnic 
Relations

The Centre of Expertise on 
Integration

• Maintains a network of 
integration-related actors

• Compiles research, statistical 
and monitoring information 
for integration effectiveness 
evaluation

Ministry of Finance

Regional State Administrative 
Agencies

Steer municipal education, 
social, health care services 
and other cultural services.

Employment and Economic
Development Offices

Make preliminary
decisions on applications for 

a residence permit for
an employed person before 
Finnish Immigration Service.

Non-Governmental 
Organisations

Finnish Government 
Directs immigration policy and its administration 

following the targets set in the Government programme
and approved Government Resolutions.

National Non-Discrimination
and Equality Tribunal

Non-Discrimination
Ombudsman

Finnish Security 
Intelligence Service

https://intermin.fi/en/frontpage
https://tem.fi/en/frontpage
https://um.fi/frontpage
https://intermin.fi/en/areas-of-expertise/migration
https://migri.fi/en/home
https://intermin.fi/en/police
https://migri.fi/en/reception-centers
https://www.raja.fi/en
https://stm.fi/en/frontpage
https://minedu.fi/en/frontpage
https://www.ely-keskus.fi/web/ely-en
https://oikeusministerio.fi/en/frontpage
https://oikeus.fi/tuomioistuimet/hallintooikeudet/en/index.html
https://oikeusministerio.fi/en/the-advisory-board-for-ethnic-relations
https://kotouttaminen.fi/en/centre-of-expertise
https://vm.fi/en/frontpage
https://www.avi.fi/web/avi-en
http://www.te-palvelut.fi/te/en/index.html
http://www.te-palvelut.fi/te/en/index.html
https://valtioneuvosto.fi/en/frontpage
https://www.yvtltk.fi/en/
https://www.yvtltk.fi/en/
https://www.syrjinta.fi/web/en
https://www.syrjinta.fi/web/en
https://www.supo.fi/en
https://www.supo.fi/en

